
GODLY COUNSEL FOR EFFECTIVE WORSHIP
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

MAIN IDEA:  Exercise great care in your approach to God.          8/2/15

I. BE CAREFUL HOW YOU LISTEN TO GOD (Eccl. 5:1).
A.  The way of the wise (5:1a)

• Listen to what God is saying. 
! Listening instead of speaking
! Listening with a goal of obeying (cp. I Sam. 15:22-23)

• Learn what is acceptable to God.  
B.  The way of the fool (5:1b)

• The fool goes through the motions of worship without reality and 
obedience (cp. Prov. 21:3, 27; Isa. 1:10-20; Jer. 7:21-27; Hos. 6:6; Amos 
5:21-24; Mic. 6:6-8).

• The fool does not realize that he is doing evil.
• The fool refuses to listen and learn.

II. BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY TO GOD (Eccl. 5:2-3).
A.  The way of the wise (5:2)

• It’s an issue of control:  don’t be impulsive--think before you speak.
• It’s an issue of content:  let your words be few.

B.  The way of the fool (5:3)
• As excess of activity and cares produces dreams, so excess of words 

produces a fool’s voice.  
• Fools refuse to control their speech (cp. Prov. 10:19; Matt. 6:7-8).

III. BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU PROMISE GOD (Eccl. 5:4-6).
A.  The way of the wise (5:4)

He pays what he has vowed (cp. Deut. 23:21-23; Psa. 66:13-14).
B.  The way of the fool (5:4b, 5-6)

• The one delaying payment of a vow (5:4)
! The warning:  this displeases God.
! The exhortation:  pay what you have vowed.

• The one defaulting on payment of a vow (5:5-6)
! The experience preferred:  better not to vow than vow and not pay
! The excuse presented: “it was an error” (cp. Matt. 5:33-37; 23:16-22).
! The expectation predicted:  destroying the work of your hands (cp. 

Jonah 2:1-9)

IV. BE CAREFUL HOW YOU REVERENCE GOD (Eccl. 5:7).
A.  The way of the wise (5:7)

• Why God does what He does:  that we might fear Him (3:14)
• What God does for those who fear Him:  blessing  (8:17-18)
• What God has given man to do:  fear and obey Him (12:13)

B.  The way of the fool (5:4b, 5-6)
The fool does not fear God (cp. Psa. 36:1; Rom. 3:18).  

" Listening to God is vital . . . hear what He is saying to you from His Word.  
" Speaking to God is vital . . . engage in much prayer with great thoughtfulness.
" Making commitments to God is vital . . . keep your promises to Him.
" Fearing God is vital . . . don’t lose your reverence for Him.  


