
A CLOSER LOOK AT FUTILITY 
Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 

 

MAIN IDEA:  Things in life are so futile when we realize that they cannot bring us true 
satisfaction.                         

Things are not always as they seem . . .       8/23/15 
v   Prosperity is not always good (Eccl. 6:1-12). 
v   Adversity is not always bad (Eccl. 7:1-15). 

 

I.   WEALTH WITHOUT ENJOYMENT IS FUTILE (Eccl. 6:1-6). 
A.   Great fortune and immense honor cannot satisfy (6:1-2). 

•   We may possess it but may not enjoy it. 
Ø   God can withhold enjoyment of what we have (6:2). 
Ø   Without God there can be no true enjoyment (cp. 2:25). 
Ø   God gives true enjoyment to those who please Him (cp. 2:24, 26).   

•   We may lose it for another may consume it. 
Enjoyment of what we have can be lost through . . .  

Ø   Relational conflicts (Prov. 15:16-17; 17:1) 
Ø   Sickness 

Ø   Disasters 

Ø   Death (Luke 12:20) 
B.   Large family and long life cannot satisfy (6:3-6).   

The Jews considered these marks of God’s favor. 
•   They cannot guarantee true satisfaction in your life (6:3a). 
•   They cannot guarantee safe preservation of your riches (cp.  5:11). 
•   They cannot guarantee proper burial of your body (6:3b; cp. Jer. 22:18-19).   
•   They cannot provide any advantage over a stillborn child (6:3c-6) 

Ø   The stillborn child has no history (6:4). 
Ø   The stillborn child experiences no trouble (6:5).   
Ø   Neither experience enjoyment; both die (6:6).   

 

II.   WORK WITHOUT SATISFACTION IS FUTILE (Eccl. 6:7-9). 
A.   Your work cannot bring satisfaction (6:7).   
B.   Neither wisdom nor poverty can bring satisfaction (6:8).   
C.   Being content with what you have (what you see) is better than striving for what you 

don’t have (what you desire) (6:9).   
 

III.   WONDERING WITHOUT ANSWERS IS FUTILE (Eccl. 6:10-12). 
A.    While making your own choices, recognize that God is in control (6:10a; cp. 3:14-

15). 
B.   In comparing yourself to God, recognize that you are limited in what you can do and 

be (6:10b; cp. Isa. 45:9-12; Dan. 4:35). 
C.   As you analyze what God is doing, realize that arguing with Him is useless (6:10b-

11). 
D.   As you look at the future, realize that you are lacking in wisdom and knowledge 

(6:12).   
 

v   All that you possess on this earth cannot bring satisfaction. 
v   All that you do by your own effort cannot bring satisfaction.   
v   A search to find answers to life’s questions cannot bring satisfaction. 
v   Only Christ and a relationship with Him can bring true satisfaction.   

 
	  
	  
	  
	  


