
GOOD, BETTER, BEST 
Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 

MAIN IDEA:  There is much profit that can come to you from times of adversity.       
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I.   VALUABLE LESSONS CAN BE LEARNED (Eccl. 7:1-4). 
A.    Good reputation that influences many (7:1a) 

•   It is better than precious ointment. 
•   It is especially noted in the day of one’s death (7:1b). 

B.   Serious reflections concerning life and death (7:1b-2) 
•   The day of death is better than the day of birth (7:1b). 

Ø   This is especially true for the believer (cp. Phil. 1:21-23). 
v   Enters the world physically alive, spiritually dead (fallen 

world) 
v   Leaves the world physically dead, spiritually alive (perfect 

world) 
Ø   This is also true for those who are left behind. 

•   Attending a funeral is better than attending a feast (7:2). 
Ø   They realize that death is the end of all men (cp. Heb. 9:27). 
Ø   They will be challenged to take it to heart (cp. Psa. 90:12).   

C.   Inward renewal of the heart (7:3) 
•   The truth:  sorrow is better than laughter. 
•   The reason:  by a sad countenance the heart is made better.   

D.  Ready receptivity to the lessons of sorrow (7:4)   
•   The heart of the wise takes seriously the truths taught by sorrow.   
•   The heart of the foolish does not take seriously these truths.   

 

II.   NEEDED CORRECTION CAN BE RECEIVED (Eccl. 7:5-7). 
A.  The rebuke of the wise brings great profit (7:5a).   

•   In times of adversity we need correction. 
•   God can use wise men to provide His correction.   

B.   The revelry of the fool brings no profit (7:5b-7). 
•   What a fool is like (7:6a)—a fire of thorns (cp. Psa. 118:12) 
•   What a fool is doing (7:5, 6) 
•   How a fool is made (7:7) 

 

III.   PATIENT ENDURANCE CAN BE DEVELOPED (Eccl. 7:8-10). 
A.    Resist the tendency to be impatient in adversity, resisting God’s plan (7:8-

9).  
B.   Resist the tendency to be proud in adversity, following your own plan 

(7:8b).   
C.  Resist the tendency to dwell on the “good old days,” longing for “better” 

days (7:9). 
 

IV.   GODLY WISDOM CAN BE ACQUIRED (Eccl. 7:11-14). 
A.    Wisdom brings profit (7:11). 
B.  Wisdom brings protection (7:12a). 
C.  Wisdom brings preservation of life (7:12b). 
D.  Wisdom brings perspective of God (7:13-14). 

•   His person:   who He is  
•   His plan:   what He does 
•   His purpose:   why He does it 

 

v   Adversity in our lives can often bring greater blessing than prosperity. 
v   Lessons can be learned from adversity as we respond receptively to God.   
v   Growth can come from adversity as we wait on God and stop doing it our way. 
v   Wisdom can result from adversity as we recognize God’s plan and purpose in our suffering.   


