
WISE COUNSEL . . . FITTING CONCLUSION 
Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

MAIN IDEA:  We can have confidence in this book and must apply its central 
message.                    1/10/16 

         
I. WHY YOU SHOULD BELIEVE WHAT SOLOMON HAS SAID (12:9-12) 

 
These are the credentials of the one who has written.  
  
A. His internal wisdom (12:9a) 

• He excelled in wisdom (cp. 1:13, 16-17; 2:9). 
• Wisdom was not reserved only for him (cp. 2:26). 
• Wisdom did not enable him to understand everything (cp. 7:23-26; 

8:16-17).  
 

B. His instructive ministry (12:9b) 
 

C. His intense study (12:9c) 
• He pondered and weighed everything to be presented. 
• He sought it out diligently.   
• He arranged many proverbs.   

 
D. His intentional recording (12:10) 

• He sought out acceptable words—words of delight, right words. 
• He recorded accurate words—words of truth in utmost sincerity. 

 
E. His inescapable words (12:11a) 

• They are like goads--used to prod the inactive to action. 
• They are like nails--used to fasten, providing stability and insight.  

 
F. His inspired source (12:11b-12) 

• There is a clear acknowledgement of the divine origin of his words 
(cp. Psa. 80:1).   

• There is a direct warning concerning writings which “go beyond.” 
 

II. HOW YOU SHOULD BEHAVE IN LIGHT OF WHAT SOLOMON HAS 
SAID (Eccl. 12:13-14) 
 
This is the conclusion of all that he has said. 
 
A. Your response to God (12:13a):  fear (cp. 3:14; 5:7; 7:18; 8:12-13) 

• Not running from God in terror 
• Turning to Him in reverence, awe, and trust 

B. Your response to God’s Word (12:13b): obedience (cp.Prov.3:7; 8:13; 16:6) 
C. The reason for both (12:14): judgment (cp.11:9; Matt.12:36; II Cor. 5:10) 

• Nothing will be excluded (“every work . . . good or evil”). 
• Nothing can be hidden (“every secret thing”). 

 

v This book is not the thoughts of a skeptical pessimist, but inspired truth from God.   
v My response to God must be one of reverential fear and trust. 
v My behavior must be characterized by obedience to God and His Word.     


