
Living with Others in the Body . . . An Other-Centered Life 
 

WHAT TRUE LOVE LOOKS LIKE 
Romans 12:9-10 

MAIN IDEA: Living with others in the Body and outside the Body requires a genuine love.   
                                    

The Priority of Love:                  6/5/16 
v Love is a ________ from God . . .  toward:   

o one _________ (John 13:34-35; 15:12,17; Rom. 13:8-9; I John 3:11,23; 4:7,21; II John 5) 
o your _________ (Matt. 5:43; 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31,33; Rom. 13:8-9; Gal. 5:14; Jas. 2:8) 
o your _________ (Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27, 35)  
o your ________ (Eph. 5:25; Col. 3:19) 
o the ____________ (I Pet. 2:17).   

v Love is a ________ of utmost importance (Rom. 12:9; I Cor. 13; 14:1; 16:14; Eph. 5:1-2; Col. 3:14;   I 
Tim. 4:12; 6:11; I Pet. 4:8).   

v Love is an ________ of salvation (I John 2:10; 3:10,14; 4:7-8,12). 
 

I. TRUE LOVE LACKS A _______   ___________ (Romans 12:9a). 
A. This refers to love which is free from ___________ (cp. II Cor. 6:6; I Pet. 1:22). 

• It is not a __________ love—there is no room for “_____-________.” 
• It is a love which is __________ and _________. 

B. This is prompted by the reality of what ______ love is. 
• Not loving only in ______, but also in ________ (cp. I John 3:16-18) 

• Not loving with ________ attached, but ___________ (cp. Matt. 5:43-48) 

• Not loving merely in ________, but in __________ & ___________ (Phil. 1:9) 

• Not loving only ____, but also your _______ or _______ (cp. I John 4:20-5:2) 
 

II. TRUE LOVE DISPLAYS A ________   ______ (Romans 12:10a). 
A. This refers to the _________ aspect of love. (“kindly __________”; “loving ________”) 
B. This is prompted by the recognition of _______ ties.  

• __________ one another with natural __________ 
• Exercising __________ love—love between brothers and sisters, either 

____________ or ____________ (cp. Matt. 12:47-50; Prov. 17:17) 
 

III. TRUE LOVE REFLECTS AN __________   __________ (Romans 12:10b). 
A. This refers to the __________ nature of love (cp. Phil. 2:3-4). (“giving __________ to 

one another”) 
B. This is prompted by the recognition of the other person’s _________. (“in _______”)  

 

How is this love possible? 
v The control of the ______   ________ (Gal. 5:22-23; Rom. 5:5) 
v A pure ________ (I Pet. 1:22; I Tim. 1:5) 
v Intercessory _________ (Eph. 3:18-19; Phil. 1:9-11) 

 

o In this area, as in others, there is always room for more ______________ (I Thess. 3:12; 4:9-10).   
Ø Evaluate your personal ___________—in which relationships in your life is love needed most?  
Ø Evaluate the _______ of your love—in what ways is it hypocritical. . .how can this be changed? 
Ø Evaluate the condition of your _______—do you love mechanically or with a tender heart? 
Ø Evaluate the presence of _____—do you need to give self a back seat while putting others first?   

o As in every area, there can be no lasting improvement without divine __________.  Yield to the 
Spirit’s control . . . cultivate a pure heart . . . enlist the prayer support of others.   



Living with Others in the Body . . . An Other-Centered Life 
 

WHAT TRUE LOVE LOOKS LIKE 
Romans 12:9-10 

MAIN IDEA: Living with others in the Body and outside the Body requires a genuine love.   
                                    

The Priority of Love:                  6/5/16 
v Love is a command from God . . .  toward:   

o one another (John 13:34-35; 15:12,17; Rom. 13:8-9; I John 3:11,23; 4:7,21; II John 5) 
o your neighbor (Matt. 5:43; 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31,33; Rom. 13:8-9; Gal. 5:14; Jas. 2:8) 
o your enemies (Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27, 35)  
o your wife (Eph. 5:25; Col. 3:19) 
o the brotherhood (I Pet. 2:17).   

v Love is a quality of utmost importance (Rom. 12:9; I Cor. 13; 14:1; 16:14; Eph. 5:1-2; Col. 3:14;   I 
Tim. 4:12; 6:11; I Pet. 4:8).   

v Love is an evidence of salvation (I John 2:10; 3:10,14; 4:7-8,12). 
 

I. TRUE LOVE LACKS A FALSE HYPOCRISY (Romans 12:9a). 
A. This refers to love which is free from hypocrisy (cp. II Cor. 6:6; I Pet. 1:22). 

• It is not a pretended love—there is no room for “play-acting.” 
• It is a love which is genuine and sincere.   

B. This is prompted by the reality of what true love is. 
• Not loving only in words, but also in actions (cp. I John 3:16-18) 

• Not loving with strings attached, but unselfishly (cp. Matt. 5:43-48) 

• Not loving merely in emotions, but in knowledge & discernment (Phil. 1:9) 

• Not loving only God, but also your brother or sister (cp. I John 4:20-5:2) 
 

II. TRUE LOVE DISPLAYS A TENDER HEART (Romans 12:10a). 
A. This refers to the emotional aspect of love. (“kindly affectionate”; “loving dearly”) 
B. This is prompted by the recognition of family ties.  

• Cherishing one another with natural affection 
• Exercising brotherly love—love between brothers and sisters, either 

physically or spiritually (cp. Matt. 12:47-50; Prov. 17:17) 
 

IV. TRUE LOVE REFLECTS AN UNSELFISH HUMILITY (Romans 12:10b). 
A. This refers to the unselfish nature of love (cp. Phil. 2:3-4). (“giving preference to 

one another”) 
B. This is prompted by the recognition of the other person’s value. (“in honor”)  

 

How is this love possible? 
v The control of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23; Rom. 5:5) 
v A pure heart (I Pet. 1:22; I Tim. 1:5) 
v Intercessory prayer (Eph. 3:18-19; Phil. 1:9-11) 

 

o In this area, as in others, there is always room for more improvement (I Thess. 3:12; 4:9-10).   
Ø Evaluate your personal relationships—in which relationships in your life is love needed most?  
Ø Evaluate the quality of your love—in what ways is it hypocritical. . .how can this be changed? 
Ø Evaluate the condition of your heart—do you love mechanically or with a tender heart? 
Ø Evaluate the presence of pride—do you need to give self a back seat while putting others first?   

o As in every area, there can be no lasting improvement without divine enablement.  Yield to the 
Spirit’s control . . . cultivate a pure heart . . . enlist the prayer support of others.  


