
Living with Others in the Body . . . An Other Centered Life 

WHAT TO DO WHEN NEEDS ARISE 
Romans 12:13 

MAIN IDEA:  You must respond properly when you become aware of the needs of others.       7/10/16 
 

I. OPEN YOUR ________ TO _________ CONSTRUCTIVELY (cp. Acts 
20:34-35; Eph. 4:28; I Thess. 4:12; I John 3:17a). 
A. You must ________ the necessary __________ (I John 3:17a). 
B. You must ________ the necessary ____________:  ______ with your own _______. 

• Work in order to meet your ______ needs (I Thess. 4:12; Acts 20:34). 
• Work in order to meet the needs of _________ (Acts 20:34-35; Eph. 4:28).   

 

II. OPEN YOUR ______ TO ______ SENSITIVELY (cp. I John 3:17b). 
A. You must _____ the need before you can ______ it (cp. I John 3:17b; Matt. 

9:36; Luke 10:33; 15:20). 
B. You must _______ to the need with ________ (cp. Luke 10:30-33; I John 3:17c).   

 

III. OPEN YOUR _______ TO ______ PROACTIVELY (Romans 12:13a; cp.   
I John 3:17c). 
A. You must _______ what you have to ______ the need (Rom. 12:13a). 

• The believers at ___________ (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32, 34-35) 
• The believers at ___________ (Phil. 2:25; 4:15-18) 
• The residents on __________ (Acts 28:10; cp. 28:1-2) 

B. You must _____ what you can to ______ the need (Tit. 3:14; Gal. 6:9-10).     
While doing good to _____ men, your priority should be directed toward ___________. 

 

IV. OPEN YOUR _______ TO ________ EFFECTIVELY (Romans 12:13b; cp. 
I Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8; Heb. 13:2; I Pet. 4:9). 
A.  ______ hospitality is ____________ 

• What it ________: Greek: “love of ________” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Test. 
Words—II:235); English: “the act or practice of ___________ guests or strangers with 
warmth and generosity” (Webster’s New Dictionary, p. 343) 

• What it __________:  providing ________ and often food, drink, rest, and protection for 
a guest, often a stranger, who is in need; using your ______ to meet the needs of others 

B. ____ whom/____ whom hospitality is ___________ 
• ________ believer has the responsibility to show hospitality (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2;     

Ø It is a _________, not an _______.     I Pet. 4:9).  
Ø It is ___________, not __________. 
Ø It is _________ of some (I Tim. 3:2; 5:10; Tit. 1:8), but __________ of all. 

• Hospitality should be shown to those in _______. 
Ø Not restricted to ________ (Rom.12:13; I Pet.4:9), but directed also to ________ 

(Mt.5:43-48; Lk.10:34-35; Gal.6:10; I Thess.5:15) and _______ (Heb.13:2)! 
Ø Not reserved only for those whom we ______, but directed also toward those we 

have never _____ (III John 5-7).   
C. ______ hospitality _________. . .an _________ of __________ (Rom.12:13; Heb.13:2; I Pet. 

4:9). . . an __________ of _____ (I Pet.4:8-9; Heb.13:1-2). . . an __________ of __________Christ  
D. _____ hospitality is ___________ . . . with . . .      (Matt. 25:34-45). 

• A _____ welcome (Job 31:32; Acts 28:2, 7)    Open your ______ to them; receive them  
• An _________ focus (Matt. 25:35-39, 42-44; Luke 10:34-35;                  ______________.                                        

I Tim. 5:10; Isa. 58:6-7)      Concentrate on meeting the ______ of _______. 
• An _____ initiative (Gen18:1-8; 19:1-3; Mt.20:28)   Don’t ____ for others to _____ you. 
• An __________ heart (Lev. 19:34; Deut. 10:19; Ex. 22:21)     Treat him as one of your 

_____, love him as you love ________, and see him as if you were in his _______. 



v Are your hands open to labor?  Do you have the right motives for work? Do you seek to help others with what 
you have?  Begin to look at your work as a means to provide not only for yourself and your family, but also for 
the needs of those outside your family.  Budget a certain amount of income and possessions to give to others. 

v Are your eyes open to needs?  Are you praying each day for God to make you alert to needs around you?  Are 
you more focused on your own interests than those of others?  Ask God throughout the day to make you sensi-
tive and alert to needs of those who cross your path. As you see people, focus in prayer on a need in their lives. 

v Is your heart open to share?  Once you see the need, do you seek to do something about it?  Do you truly love 
people in action?  Identify a need in someone’s life today, and take practical steps to meet that need.   

v Is your home open to help? Do you regularly have people in your home for fellowship? Are you open to enter-
taining “strangers” in your home?  Identify hindrances to hospitality and remove them. Develop a relationship 
with a neighbor, friend, or stranger by inviting him/her into your home sometime soon.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Living with Others in the Body . . . An Other Centered Life 

WHAT TO DO WHEN NEEDS ARISE 
Romans 12:13 

MAIN IDEA:  You must respond properly when you become aware of the needs of others.       7/10/16 
 

I. OPEN YOUR HANDS TO LABOR CONSTRUCTIVELY (cp. Acts 20:34-
35; Eph. 4:28; I Thess. 4:12; I John 3:17a). 
A. You must possess the necessary resources (I John 3:17a). 
B. You must meet the necessary requirement:  work with your own hands. 

• Work in order to meet your own needs (I Thess. 4:12; Acts 20:34). 
• Work in order to meet the needs of others (Acts 20:34-35; Eph. 4:28).   

 

II. OPEN YOUR EYES TO LOOK SENSITIVELY (cp. I John 3:17b). 
A. You must see the need before you can meet it (cp. I John 3:17b; Matt. 9:36; 

Luke 10:33; 15:20). 
B. You must respond to the need with compassion (cp. Lk 10:30-33; I Jn 3:17c).   

 

III. OPEN YOUR HEART TO LOVE PROACTIVELY (Romans 12:13a; cp.      
I John 3:17c). 
A. You must share what you have to meet the need (Rom. 12:13a). 

• The believers at Jerusalem (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32, 34-35) 
• The believers at Philippi (Phil. 2:25; 4:15-18) 
• The residents on Malta (Acts 28:10; cp. 28:1-2) 

B. You must do what you can to meet the need (Tit. 3:14; Gal. 6:9-10).     
While doing good to all men, your priority should be directed toward believers. 

 

IV. OPEN YOUR HOME TO LODGE EFFECTIVELY (Romans 12:13b; cp. I 
Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8; Heb. 13:2; I Pet. 4:9). 
A.  How hospitality is explained 

• What it means: Greek: “love of strangers” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Test. 
Words—II:235); English: “the act or practice of welcoming guests or strangers with 
warmth and generosity” (Webster’s New Dictionary, p. 343) 

• What it involves:  providing lodging and often food, drink, rest, and protection for a 
guest, often a stranger, who is in need; using your home to meet the needs of others 

B. By whom/to whom hospitality is extended 
• Every believer has the responsibility to show hospitality (Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2;     

Ø It is a command, not an option.     I Pet. 4:9).  
Ø It is continuous, not occasional. 
Ø It is required of some (I Tim. 3:2; 5:10; Tit. 1:8), but expected of all. 

• Hospitality should be shown to those in need. 
Ø Not restricted to believers (Rom.12:13; I Pet.4:9), but directed also to unbel- 

ievers (Mt.5:43-48; Lk.10:34-35; Gal.6:10; I Thess.5:15) & angels (Heb.13:2)! 
Ø Not reserved only for those whom we know, but directed also toward those we 

have never met (III John 5-7).   
C. What hospitality expresses . . .an exercise of obedience (Rom.12:13; Heb.13:2; I Pet. 4:9) 

. . . an expression of love (I Pet.4:8-9; Heb.13:1-2). . . an example of serving Christ  
D. How hospitality is exercised . . . with . . .                 (Matt. 25:34-45). 

• A warm welcome (Job 31:32; Acts 28:2, 7)    Open your doors to them; receive them  
• An unselfish focus (Matt. 25:35-39, 42-44; Luke 10:34-35;                        courteously.                                        

I Tim. 5:10; Isa. 58:6-7)      Concentrate on meeting the needs of others. 
• An eager initiative (Gen18:1-8; 19:1-3; Mt.20:28)    Don’t wait for others to serve you. 
• An understanding heart (Lev. 19:34; Deut. 10:19; Ex. 22:21)     Treat him as one of 

your own, love him as you love yourself, and see him as if you were in his shoes. 



 
 

v Are your hands open to labor?  Do you have the right motives for work? Do you seek to help others with what 
you have?  Begin to look at your work as a means to provide not only for yourself and your family, but also for 
the needs of those outside your family.  Budget a certain amount of income and possessions to give to others.   

v Are your eyes open to needs?  Are you praying each day for God to make you alert to needs around you?  Are 
you more focused on your own interests than those of others?  Ask God throughout the day to make you sensi-
tive and alert to needs of those who cross your path. As you see people, focus in prayer on a need in their lives.   

v Is your heart open to share?  Once you see the need, do you seek to do something about it?  Do you truly love 
people in action?  Identify a need in someone’s life today, and take practical steps to meet that need.   

v Is your home open to help? Do you regularly have people in your home for fellowship? Are you open to enter-
taining “strangers” in your home?  Identify hindrances to hospitality and remove them. Develop a relationship 
with a neighbor, friend, or stranger by inviting him/her into your home sometime soon.   


