
Living with Others in the Body . . . An Other Centered Life 

WHAT TO DO WHEN OPINIONS DIFFER 
Romans 12:16 

MAIN IDEA:  When opinions differ in relationships, there must be a proper mindset.      
8/7/16 

I. RESPOND TO DIFFERENCES BY SETTING YOUR MIND ON ________ 
(Romans 12:16a). 

 

Be of the ______   ______ to one another.  
Ø This is not necessarily having absolute __________ on _______ issue. 
Ø It does mean that ____________ must not result in _________ and ________. 

 

A. There must be a ___________ to ______ (II Cor.13:11; Phil.4:2; cp. Rom.12:18). 
 

B. There must be a ___________ of __________ (Phil. 2:2). 
• Having the same _______ 
• United in ________ 
• Intent on a single __________ 

 

C. There must be a ___________ of ________ (Rom. 12:16). 
• Being of the ______ mind will not happen if you are _________ in mind. 
• Without _________ there can be no true _______. 

 

D. There must be a ___________ on _______ (Rom. 15:5-6).  
• It is _______ power, not our ______, that must be applied (Rom. 15:5). 
• It is _______ glory, not our ______, that must be sought (Rom. 15:6).   

 
II. RESPOND TO DIFFERENCES BY SETTING YOUR MIND ON __________ 

(Romans 12:16b). 
 

A. Have the proper __________   ____________. 
 

Don’t be __________ in _______ (Rom. 11:20; 12:3; I Tim. 6:17).   
 

B. Have the proper __________   ____________. 
 

__________ with the _________. 
 

Who are the lowly? 
• Those lacking ___________ (Jas. 1:9):  the __________   _______ 
• Those lacking _______/__________ (Luke 1:52):  the _________   _______ 
• Those lacking ________ (II Cor. 7:6):  the __________   ___________ 
• Those lacking ________ (Rom. 12:16):  the ___________   _________ 

 

C. Have the proper __________   ____________. 
 

Don’t be _______ in your own __________ (Prov. 3:7; Rom. 11:25). 
 

v Even though disagreements may occur, _____ must be maintained.  Identify relationships where peace needs to 
be restored—take necessary steps./Distinguish between essentials and non-essentials—hold firmly to essentials, 
be willing to yield in non-essentials./Make the prayer and purpose of Romans 15:5-6 your daily focus.    

v Unity cannot be maintained without _______.  Identify areas of your life in which pride has become an obstacle 
to unity—commit them to prayer./Develop relationships with the lowly./Hold to God’s wisdom, not your own.  
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WHAT TO DO WHEN OPINIONS DIFFER 
Romans 12:16 

MAIN IDEA:  When opinions differ in relationships, there must be a proper mindset.      
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I. RESPOND TO DIFFERENCES BY SETTING YOUR MIND ON UNITY 
(Romans 12:16a). 

 

Be of the same mind to one another.  
Ø This is not necessarily having absolute agreement on every issue. 
Ø It does mean that disagreement must not result in disunity and division. 

 

A. There must be a commitment to peace (II Cor.13:11; Phil.4:2; cp. Rom.12:18). 
 

B. There must be a oneness of purpose (Phil. 2:2). 
• Having the same love 
• United in spirit 
• Intent on a single purpose 

 

C. There must be a removal of pride (Rom. 12:16). 
• Being of the same mind will not happen if you are haughty in mind. 
• Without humility there can be no true unity. 

 

D. There must be a reliance on power (Rom. 15:5-6).  
• It is God’s power, not our power, that must be applied (Rom. 15:5). 
• It is God’s glory, not our glory, that must be sought (Rom. 15:6).   

 
II. RESPOND TO DIFFERENCES BY SETTING YOUR MIND ON HUMILITY 

(Romans 12:16b). 
 

A. Have the proper mental attitude. 
 

Don’t be haughty in mind (Rom. 11:20; 12:3; I Tim. 6:17).   
 

B. Have the proper __________ association. 
 

Associate with the lowly. 
 

Who are the lowly? 
• Those lacking possessions (Jas. 1:9):  the materially poor 
• Those lacking power/position (Luke 1:52):  the positionally weak 
• Those lacking peace (II Cor. 7:6):  the emotionally discouraged 
• Those lacking pride (Rom. 12:16):  the spiritually humble 

 

C. Have the proper personal assessment. 
 

Don’t be wise in your own estimation (Prov. 3:7; Rom. 11:25). 
 

v Even though disagreements may occur, unity must be maintained.  Identify relationships where peace needs to 
be restored—take necessary steps./Distinguish between essentials and non-essentials—hold firmly to essentials, 
be willing to yield in non-essentials./Make the prayer and purpose of Romans 15:5-6 your daily focus.    

v Unity cannot be maintained without humility.  Identify areas of your life in which pride has become an obstacle 
to unity—commit them to prayer./Develop relationships with the lowly./Hold to God’s wisdom, not your own. 


