
Living with Others in the Body . . . An Other Centered Life 

WHAT TO DO WHEN MISTREATMENT OCCURS 
Part 1 

Romans 12:17-19 
8/14/16 

MAIN IDEA:  When others mistreat you, respond in a way which honors God.      
     
I. __________ ON DOING _______ INSTEAD OF ___________ EVIL 

(Romans 12:17). 
A. This involves a __________   ____________: “to ____   _____” (cp. I Thess. 5:15). 
B. This involves a _____________   ________: “giving careful _________.” 

• It is flows from godly ___________. 
• It is directed toward doing ______. 
• It is observable by _____ men (cp. II Cor. 8:21). 

C. This involves an ____________   _________:  repaying ______ instead of _______ 
(cp. I Thess. 5:15; I Pet. 3:9; Matt. 5:38-48). 

• This runs contrary to our own _________ response.  
• This is God’s ___________ (cp. Matt. 5:44-48). 

 
II. __________ TO KEEP ________ INSTEAD OF PROMOTING __________ 

(Romans 12:18). 
A. ___________ it is _________ (cp. Mark 9:50; II Cor. 13:11; I Thess. 5:13; Heb. 

12:14)—when it is not possible: 
• When _________ is at stake, or when _______ is compromised 
• When the other person is not _______ to make peace 

B. ___________ it depends on ______ 
• You are responsible for _______ response.   
• You are not responsible for the response of the _______. 
• You are not ___________ on your own _______. 

C. ___________ it may __________ 
It is directed toward _____ men (cp. Heb. 12:14). 
 

III. _______ IN GOD’S ___________ INSTEAD OF TAKING __________ 
(Romans 12:19). 
A. Don’t take _________ into your own ________. 
B. Leave _______ in the hands of ____ (cp. Deut. 32:35; II Thess. 1:6; Heb. 10:30). 

v ________ in relating to his ___________ (Gen. 50:15-21). 
v ________ in relating to _______ (I Sam. 24:4-19; 26:5-12, 22-24) 
v ________ in relating to His ____________ (I Pet. 2:21-23) 

 
v For every evil received, return _______.  In which situations have you been mistreated?  How have you 

responded?  Which areas of returning evil need to be forsaken?  Which acts of returning good can be applied? 
v For every relationship subject to conflict, seek ______.  In which relationships do you see real or potential 

conflict?  What do you need to say and do to maintain peace?  Which attitudes do you need to remove—those 
that bring conflict—and which do you need to develop—those that promote peace? 

v For every offense suffered, commit it to God to bring ________.  In which ways have you tried to take matters 
into your own hands?  How are you committing the situation to God to handle it as He sees fit?   
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MAIN IDEA:  When others mistreat you, respond in a way which honors God.      
     
I. REFLECT ON DOING GOOD INSTEAD OF REPAYING EVIL        

(Romans 12:17). 
A. This involves a complete prohibition: “to all men” (cp. I Thess. 5:15). 
B. This involves a thoughtful plan: “giving careful thought.” 

• It is flows from godly thinking. 
• It is directed toward doing good. 
• It is observable by all men (cp. II Cor. 8:21). 

C. This involves an unexpected payment:  repaying good instead of evil            
(cp. I Thess. 5:15; I Pet. 3:9; Matt. 5:38-48). 

• This runs contrary to our own natural response.  
• This is God’s standard (cp. Matt. 5:44-48). 

 
II. RESOLVE TO KEEP PEACE INSTEAD OF PROMOTING DIVISION 

(Romans 12:18). 
A. Whenever it is possible (cp. Mark 9:50; II Cor. 13:11; I Thess. 5:13; Heb. 

12:14)—when it is not possible: 
• When principle is at stake, or when truth is compromised 
• When the other person is not willing to make peace 

B. Whenever it depends on you 
• You are responsible for your own response.   
• You are not responsible for the response of the other. 
• You are not dependent on your own power. 

C. Whoever it may involve 
It is directed toward all men (cp. Heb. 12:14). 
 

III. REST IN GOD’S JUSTICE INSTEAD OF TAKING REVENGE       
(Romans 12:19). 
A. Don’t take matters into your own hands. 
B. Leave justice in the hands of God (cp. Deut. 32:35; II Thess. 1:6; Heb. 10:30). 

v Joseph in relating to his brothers (Gen. 50:15-21). 
v David in relating to Saul (I Sam. 24:4-19; 26:5-12, 22-24) 
v Jesus in relating to His persecutors (I Pet. 2:21-23) 

 
v For every evil received, return good.  In which situations have you been mistreated?  How have you responded?  

Which areas of returning evil need to be forsaken?  Which acts of returning good can be applied? 
v For every relationship subject to conflict, seek peace.  In which relationships do you see real or potential 

conflict?  What do you need to say and do to maintain peace?  Which attitudes do you need to remove—those 
that bring conflict—and which do you need to develop—those that promote peace? 

v For every offense suffered, commit it to God to bring justice.  In which ways have you tried to take matters 
into your own hands?  How are you committing the situation to God to handle it as He sees fit?   


