
Living with Others in the Body . . . When Convictions Differ 

LIVING WITH OTHERS IN VIEW 
Romans 14:16-23   

MAIN IDEA:  Never exercise your Christian liberty at the expense of others.               9/25/16 
Principles of Christian Liberty:                   
v Don’t make your own personal preferences the standard for others to follow (Rom. 14:1-4).   
v Examine your convictions to be sure that they are biblical and not merely borrowed from others  
v Make glorifying God the purpose for everything that you do (Rom. 14:6-9).                   (Rom. 14:5). 
v You are personally accountable to God for everything that you do (Rom. 14:10-12). 
v You must exercise great care not to harm the sensitive conscience of another (Rom.14:13-15). 
v Don’t give others a reason to ________ what you consider good in exercising liberty (Rom.14:16-18) 
v Your goal among fellow-believers must be to further ______ and spiritual _______ (Rom. 14:19-21). 
v When you have a _______ about it, don’t do it (Rom. 14:22-23).   

 

I. YOUR LIBERTY SHOULD NOT PROMOTE _________, BUT ________          
(Rom. 14:16-19a). 
A. Your liberty should not bring ________ from others (Rom. 14:16).   

• Your _____:  what you consider to be _____ in the exercise of Christian liberty 
• Viewed by others as _____:  your good _________ by others (cp. I Pet. 3:16) 
• Be sure that even harmless, perfectly good actions can’t be interpreted by others with 

_________ marks.   
B. Your liberty should bring __________ from others (Rom. 14:17-18). 

• Where the _________ should be:  the kingdom of God is not a matter of _________ 
activity but of essential _________ qualities (14:17a). 

• How the qualities are _________:  these qualities are under the control of the _____   
_______, not by our own human ______ (14:17b). 

• What the ______ is:  such service is _______ to God, _______ by men (14:18).   
C. Your liberty should bring __________ with others (Rom. 14:19a).   

• Instead of bringing ________, your liberty should produce ______ with others. 
• Wrong uses of liberty will bring ________ instead of ______ and ______ (cp. Rom. 14:1-

4, 13, 15, 16).   
 

II. YOUR LIBERTY SHOULD NOT PRODUCE ____________, BUT ____________ 
(Rom. 14:19b-21). 
A. You must ________ the ___________ of others (Rom. 14:19b). 

• What to _______:  ________   ____ of others  
• What to _______:  ________   ____ of others (cp. 14:20-21) 

B. You must ________ the ___________ of others (Rom. 14:20-21).  
• It is __________ for a believer not to ________ his liberty (14:20a). 
• It is ______ for a believer to ________ his conscience (14:20b). 
• It is ______ for a believer not to _____ a brother to ________ his conscience (14:21).   

 

III. YOUR LIBERTY SHOULD NOT BE PRACTICED IN _______, BUT IN _______ 
(Rom. 14:22-23). 
A. The believer who practices his liberty without ____ is ______ (Rom.14:22; cp. 14:5).   

• Faith in what your liberty allows should not be _________ publicly. 
• Faith in what your liberty allows should be __________ confidently (cp. 14:5). 

B. The believer who practices his liberty with _______ is ____________ (Rom. 14:23).   
• The one who judges ______ has condemned himself when he _______ the very things 

which he judges in others (cp. Rom. 2:1). 
• The one who judges _________ has condemned himself when he violates his ___________ 

to do those very things (Rom. 14:23).   
 

v Be concerned about how your ________ for Christ is viewed by others, while not living to please others. Are 
you involved in activities which may be good in themselves but raise question marks in minds of others? 

v ________ what brings peace with others and edification to others, not living to please yourself.  How are you 
pursuing peace and edification?  Are there activities to stop since they disrupt unity and don’t build up others?   

v Exercise your liberty, while not _______ your own conscience nor leading another to violate his conscience. 
Are you involved in activities which violate your conscience?  Do you lead another to violate his conscience? 
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v Don’t make your own personal preferences the standard for others to follow (Rom. 14:1-4).   
v Examine your convictions to be sure that they are biblical and not merely borrowed from others  
v Make glorifying God the purpose for everything that you do (Rom. 14:6-9).                   (Rom. 14:5). 
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v When you have a doubt about it, don’t do it (Rom. 14:22-23).   

 

I. YOUR LIBERTY SHOULD NOT PROMOTE DIVISION, BUT PEACE                   
(Rom. 14:16-19a). 
A. Your liberty should not bring attacks from others (Rom. 14:16).   

• Your good:  what you consider to be good in the exercise of Christian liberty 
• Viewed by others as evil:  your good slandered by others (cp. I Pet. 3:16) 
• Be sure that even harmless, perfectly good actions can’t be interpreted by others with 

question marks.   
B. Your liberty should bring approval from others (Rom. 14:17-18). 

• Where the emphasis should be:  the kingdom of God is not a matter of external activity 
but of essential spiritual qualities (14:17a). 

• How the qualities are produced:  these qualities are under the control of the Holy   
Spirit, not by our own human effort (14:17b). 

• What the result is:  such service is acceptable to God, approved by men (14:18).   
C. Your liberty should bring agreement with others (Rom. 14:19a).   

• Instead of bringing division, your liberty should produce peace with others. 
• Wrong uses of liberty will bring division instead of unity and peace (cp. Rom. 14:1-4, 

13, 15, 16).   
 

II. YOUR LIBERTY SHOULD NOT PRODUCE DESTRUCTION, BUT EDIFICATION 
(Rom. 14:19b-21). 
A. You must pursue the edification of others (Rom. 14:19b). 

• What to pursue:  building up of others  
• What to avoid:  tearing down of others (cp. 14:20-21) 

B. You must prevent the destruction of others (Rom. 14:20-21).  
• It is essential for a believer not to abuse his liberty (14:20a). 
• It is evil for a believer to violate his conscience (14:20b). 
• It is good for a believer not to lead a brother to violate his conscience (14:21).   

 

III. YOUR LIBERTY SHOULD NOT BE PRACTICED IN DOUBT, BUT IN FAITH      
(Rom. 14:22-23). 
A. The believer who practices his liberty without doubt is blessed (Rom.14:22; 14:5).   

• Faith in what your liberty allows should not be paraded publicly. 
• Faith in what your liberty allows should be practiced confidently (cp. 14:5). 

B. The believer who practices his liberty with doubt is condemned (Rom. 14:23).   
• The one who judges others has condemned himself when he does the very things which 

he judges in others (cp. Rom. 2:1). 
• The one who judges himself has condemned himself when he violates his conscience to 

do those very things (Rom. 14:23).   
 

v Be concerned about how your testimony for Christ is viewed by others, while not living to please others. Are 
you involved in activities which may be good in themselves but raise question marks in minds of others? 

v Pursue what brings peace with others and edification to others, not living to please yourself.  How are you 
pursuing peace and edification?  Are there activities to stop since they disrupt unity and don’t build up others?   

v Exercise your liberty, while not violating your own conscience nor leading another to violate his conscience. 
Are you involved in activities which violate your conscience?  Do you lead another to violate his conscience? 


