
THE GREAT CONNECTION FOR THE GREAT COMMISSION: 
The Local Church and the Missionary 

THE CHURCH’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE MISSIONARY’S SERVICE 
MAIN IDEA: The church must be directly involved with the missionaries while they are serving. 

11/13/16 

I. THE CHURCH ________ THEM TO DO THE WORK (Acts 13:2).    
A.  The work which they were ___________ to fulfill because God had _______ them 

• The work to which God _______ them (13:2) 
• The work to which John had not ______ with them (15:38) 
• The work which they had ____________ (14:26) 

B.  The work which they were ____ to fulfill because ____ did the work through them 
• They reported to the ________ church all that God had done (14:27). 
• They reported to the ____________ council all that God had done (15:1-5). 
• He told the ________ at Jerusalem these things that God had done (21:19).   

C.  The work which they were __________ to fulfill because God had laid out the _____       
Of what did the work consist? 
• ___________—preaching the Word (Acts 13:15-41, 44-45, 50; 14:3, 7, 14-17, 21, 

25; 16:6-10, 13-14, 30-32; 17:1-3, 10-11, 16-31; 18:4-5, 11, 19, 27-28; 19:8-10, 
20; 20:18-21, 24-27, 31) 

• ______________—leading people to Christ (Acts 13:12, 43, 48; 14:1; 16:14-15, 
32-34; 17:4, 12, 32-34; 18:4, 8; 19:18-20, 24-27; 21:20) 

• __________—confirming the Word preached (Acts 14:3, 8-13; 15:12; 16:16-18; 
19:11-12; 20:9-12; cp. Mark 16:15-20) 

• _____________—establishing the disciples in the faith (Acts 14:21-22; 15:36; 
18:23; 20:1-2) 

• _______   ___________—beginning and strengthening new churches (Acts 14:23; 
15:41; 16:5) 

• ____________ development—appointing qualified elders (Acts 14:23; 16:1-4) 
 

II. THE CHURCH ___________ THEM WHILE THEY ARE DOING THE 
WORK (Acts 15:3; Rom.15:24; I Cor. 16:6,11; Tit. 3:13; III John 5-8). 
A.  The church provides __________ support to meet __________ needs (Phil. 4:14-19; 

2:25; II Cor. 11:7-9). 
B.  The church provides ________ support to meet ___________ needs (I Thess. 3:5-8).   
C.  The church provides ________ support to meet all needs, especially __________ 

needs (II Cor. 1:8-11; Phil. 1:19; Rom. 15:30-32; I Thess. 5:25).   
 

III.  THE CHURCH ___________ THEM TO REPORT ABOUT THE WORK 
(Acts 14:26-28; 18:22-23a). 

A. They had earlier been commended to God’s ________ for the work (Acts 14:26a; 
cp. Acts 13:1-3), showing their _____________ on God to carry out the work.   

B.  They had now ____________ the work which they had begun (Acts 14:26b), 
showing their _____________ in fulfilling the mission.   

C. They met with the assembled church and ____________ all that God had done (Acts 
14:27), showing their _____________ to the church which sent them.   

D. They __________ a long time with the church (Acts 14:28; cp. Acts 18:23a), 
showing their need for ___________. 

 

v While sending missionaries to do the work there, the church must do the _______ work here. 
v When missionaries are sent, they must also be ___________.  How can you better support them?   
v When missionaries return, they should ________ on what God did.  How do you help them then? 
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The Local Church and the Missionary 

THE CHURCH’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE MISSIONARY’S SERVICE 
MAIN IDEA: The church must be directly involved with the missionaries while they are serving. 

11/13/16 

I.  THE CHURCH SENDS THEM TO DO THE WORK (Acts 13:2).    
A.  The work which they were responsible to fulfill because God had called them 

• The work to which God called them (13:2) 
• The work to which John had not gone with them (15:38) 
• The work which they had completed (14:26) 

B.  The work which they were able to fulfill because God did the work through them 
• They reported to the Antioch church all that God had done (14:27). 
• They reported to the Jerusalem council all that God had done (15:1-5). 
• He told the elders at Jerusalem these things that God had done (21:19).   

C.  The work which they were directed to fulfill because God had laid out the plan       
Of what did the work consist? 
• Evangelism—preaching the Word (Acts 13:15-41, 44-45, 50; 14:3, 7, 14-17, 21, 

25; 16:6-10, 13-14, 30-32; 17:1-3, 10-11, 16-31; 18:4-5, 11, 19, 27-28; 19:8-10, 
20; 20:18-21, 24-27, 31) 

• Soul-winning—leading people to Christ (Acts 13:12, 43, 48; 14:1; 16:14-15, 32-
34; 17:4, 12, 32-34; 18:4, 8; 19:18-20, 24-27; 21:20) 

• Miracles—confirming the Word preached (Acts 14:3, 8-13; 15:12; 16:16-18; 
19:11-12; 20:9-12; cp. Mark 16:15-20) 

• Discipleship—establishing the disciples in the faith (Acts 14:21-22; 15:36; 
18:23; 20:1-2) 

• Church planting—beginning and strengthening new churches (Acts 14:23; 
15:41; 16:5) 

• Leadership development—appointing qualified elders (Acts 14:23; 16:1-4) 
 

II.  THE CHURCH SUPPORTS THEM WHILE THEY ARE DOING THE 
WORK (Acts 15:3; Rom.15:24; I Cor. 16:6,11; Tit. 3:13; III John 5-8). 
A. The church provides financial support to meet material needs (Phil. 4:14-19; 2:25; 

II Cor. 11:7-9). 
B. The church provides moral support to meet emotional needs (I Thess. 3:5-8).   
C. The church provides prayer support to meet all needs, especially spiritual needs 

(II Cor. 1:8-11; Phil. 1:19; Rom. 15:30-32; I Thess. 5:25).   
 

III.  THE CHURCH SUMMONS THEM TO REPORT ABOUT THE WORK 
(Acts 14:26-28; 18:22-23a). 

A. They had earlier been commended to God’s grace for the work (Acts 14:26a; cp. 
Acts 13:1-3), showing their dependence on God to carry out the work.   

B. They had now completed the work which they had begun (Acts 14:26b), showing 
their perseverance in fulfilling the mission.   

C. They met with the assembled church and reported all that God had done (Acts 
14:27), showing their accountability to the church which sent them.   

D. They stayed a long time with the church (Acts 14:28; cp. Acts 18:23a), showing 
their need for fellowship. 

 

v While sending missionaries to do the work there, the church must do the same work here. 
v When missionaries are sent, they must also be supported.  How can you better support them?   
v When missionaries return, they should report on what God did.  How do you help them then? 


