
HOW TO FACE LIFE’S PROBLEMS 
James 1:1-4 

12/4/16 
MAIN IDEA:   How you respond to problems will affect your spiritual growth. 
 

The Introduction to the Book (James 1:1): 
v The Author:  _______ 

Ø Half-________ of our Lord (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3; Gal. 1:19) 
Ø Not a _________ before Christ’s death (John 7:5) 
Ø Saw the ______ Christ (I Cor. 7:5) 
Ø Became a believer in Christ, counted among the early ________ (Acts 1:14) 
Ø Became a _______ of the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:9) 
Ø Died a ______ for Christ (A. D. 62) 

v The Readers:  twelve ________ scattered abroad 
Ø ______ (James 1:1; 2:2, 19) 
Ø _________ (James 1:18; 2:1, 7) 

v The Greeting: “_______” (“joy”) (cp. Acts 15:23; 23:26)—conventional greeting of the time 
v The Theme:  “A ______ That ______” 
v The Outline 

Ø Pressing _________ for the Believer’s ________ (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical _________ for the Believer’s ________ (James 1:19-4:18) 
Ø Present __________ for the Lord’s _______ (James 5:1-12) 
Ø Prevailing ________ for the Lord’s _______ (James 5:13-20) 

 

I.   How you respond to trials should not be _________ by your 
________, but by a ________ of your ______ (James 1:2). 
A.  You cannot ______ without having ______ (“when,” not “if”) (cp. John 

16:33; I Thess. 3:3-4; I Pet. 4:12). 
Ø There is a _________ in our trials. 
Ø There is a _________ in our trials. 
Ø There is a _________ in our trials.   

• God’s design:  to ________ us (1:1-12):  to ______ and ______ 
• Satan’s design:  to ________ us (1:13-18) 

B.  You can have ____ in the midst of ______ (cp. Matt. 5:11-12; Luke 6:22-23; 
Acts 5:41; II Cor. 6:10; 12:9-10; I Thess. 1:6). 
Ø _____ and _________ are not ___________ principles. 
Ø The _________ of joy begins with a _______ evaluation (“consider”).   

C.  You cannot properly _______ to trials apart from a __________ with Christ 
(“my brethren”). 

 

II.   How you respond to trials should not focus primarily on the 
_______   _________, but on the _______   _________ (James 1:3-4). 

 A.  The actual ______ is not necessarily ________ (cp. Heb. 12:11a). 
B.  The designed ________ is definitely ________ (cp. Heb. 12:11b; Rom. 5:3-5;  

I Pet. 4:12-13).   
Ø The designed _______ should result in the joyful _______ (“knowing”). 
Ø The designed ________ of trials: 

• ___________:  “_________ under,” ___________, ___________ 



• Spiritual ________:  fully __________, reaching the ______ (cp.       
I Cor. 14:20; Eph. 4:13-14) 

• ___________:  ________ and intact, not lacking in godly _________ 
 

III.   How you respond to trials should not result in _______   _______, 
but in _________   _________ (James 1:4). 

  A.  There is a ________ for you to obey:  let __________ become ________. 
Ø _______ under the trials (“endure”) rather than seeking to run from them. 
Ø Patiently ______ for God to work out His purposes.   

  B.  There is ________ which God will produce:  _________ and _________. 
 

ü Trials are inevitable . . . _______ them! 
ü Trials have a beneficial purpose . . . ______ God even when you don’t understand it! 
ü Trials must be endured . . . ______ to God to do the work in your life! 

 
 
  



HOW TO FACE LIFE’S PROBLEMS 
James 1:1-4 

12/4/16 
MAIN IDEA:   How you respond to problems will affect your spiritual growth. 
 

The Introduction to the Book (James 1:1): 
v The Author:  James 

Ø Half-brother of our Lord (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3; Gal. 1:19) 
Ø Not a believer before Christ’s death (John 7:5) 
Ø Saw the risen Christ (I Cor. 7:5) 
Ø Became a believer in Christ, counted among the early disciples (Acts 1:14) 
Ø Became a leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:9) 
Ø Died a martyr for Christ (A. D. 62) 

v The Readers:  twelve tribes scattered abroad 
Ø Jews (James 1:1; 2:2, 19) 
Ø Christians (James 1:18; 2:1, 7) 

v The Greeting: “greetings” (“joy”) (cp. Acts 15:23; 23:26)—conventional greeting of the time 
v The Theme:  “A Faith That Works” 
v The Outline 

Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 
Ø Present Patience for the Lord’s Return (James 5:1-12) 
Ø Prevailing Prayer for the Lord’s Results (James 5:13-20) 

 

I.   How you respond to trials should not be dictated by your emotions, 
but by a decision of your will (James 1:2). 
A.  You cannot live without having trials (“when,” not “if”) (cp. John 16:33;         

I Thess. 3:3-4; I Pet. 4:12). 
Ø There is a difficulty in our trials. 
Ø There is a diversity in our trials. 
Ø There is a design in our trials.   

• God’s design:  to develop us (1:1-12):  to reveal and refine 
• Satan’s design:  to destroy us (1:13-18) 

B.  You can have joy in the midst of trials (cp. Matt. 5:11-12; Luke 6:22-23; Acts 
5:41; II Cor. 6:10; 12:9-10; I Thess. 1:6). 
Ø Joy and suffering are not contradictory principles. 
Ø The attitude of joy begins with a mental evaluation (“consider”).   

C.  You cannot properly respond to trials apart from a relationship with Christ 
(“my brethren”). 

 

II.   How you respond to trials should not focus primarily on the present 
affliction, but on the future outcome (James 1:3-4). 

 A.  The actual trial is not necessarily pleasant (cp. Heb. 12:11a). 
B.  The designed outcome is definitely profitable (cp. Heb. 12:11b; Rom. 5:3-5;  

I Pet. 4:12-13).   
Ø The designed outcome should result in the joyful attitude (“knowing”). 
Ø The designed outcome of trials: 

• Endurance: “remaining under,” steadfastness, perseverance 



• Spiritual maturity:  fully developed, reaching the goal (cp. I Cor. 
14:20; Eph. 4:13-14) 

• Entirety:  complete and intact, not lacking in godly character 
 

III.   How you respond to trials should not result in desired escape, but 
in steadfast endurance (James 1:4). 

  A.  There is a command for you to obey:  let endurance become complete. 
Ø Remain under the trials (“endure”) rather than seeking to run from them. 
Ø Patiently wait for God to work out His purposes.   

  B.  There is character which God will produce:  maturity and entirety. 
 

ü Trials are inevitable . . . expect them! 
ü Trials have a beneficial purpose . . . trust God even when you don’t understand it! 
ü Trials must be endured . . . yield to God to do the work in your life! 

 


