
GOD IS SO GOOD! 
James 1:16-18 

MAIN IDEA:  Even in the midst of trials and temptations, I must never doubt the 
goodness of God.                             1/29/17  
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 

Introduction (1:1) 
o Trials to Develop Us (1:2-12)—from God 
o Temptations to Defeat Us (1:13-18) 

ü The Personal Responsibility of Man (1:13-15) 
ü The Providential Goodness of God (1:16-18) 

 

v Prevailing Questions:    
§ If God is _____, why is there so much _____ and _______ in the world? 
§ If God is _____, why did this _______ to me? 

v Popular Misconceptions: 
§ God is responsible for all the ___, _______, and ________ in the world.   
§ God must not be _____ if He allows into my anything which might 

make me ______ or _____ (cp. Job 2:9-10; Rom. 8:28).   
§ God is not _____ because He is __________ me from true ________ in 

life (cp. Gen. 3:4-5; John 10:10).   
 

I.   There must be no __________ about the goodness of God (James 
1:16). 
A.  There is a _______ that must be heeded:  don’t be led ______ or _______ 

by the enemy into thinking concerning an issue in another way (cp. I Cor. 
6:9; 15:33; Gal. 6:7).  

B.  There are two ______ concerning which you must not be ________: 
Ø The _______ of your __________ (1:13-15) 
Ø The _______ of every good _____ (1:17-18) 

  
II.   There is a clear ___________ about the goodness of God (James 

1:17-18).   
God’s character is presented . . .  

o Negatively:  God has no _____ or ____ in His character (1:13). 
o Positively:  God is _____ and does what is _________ for His creation. 

A.  God is the _______ of all _____ gifts (1:17). 
Ø The ________:  the _____ of giving (cp. Phil. 4:15) 
Ø The ________:  the gift itself--_____ and ________ 
Ø The ________:  the _______ of ______ 

o He is _________ (cp. Matt. 5:45; 7:7-11; John 3:16; Rom. 2:4; 8:32; 
Jas. 1:5). 

o He is __________ (no ________ and no _______ cast by turning) (cp. 
Mal. 3:6; Psa. 102:25-27; Heb. 1:10-12; 13:8).   

B.  God is the _______ of the believer’s new ______ (1:18; cp. John 1:12-13; 
3:3; Tit. 3:5; Eph. 2:1, 5).   
Ø The _______ of the new birth: “of His own ______” 



Ø The _______ of the new birth: “the ____ of ______” (cp. Rom. 10:14-17; 
I Cor. 4:15; I Thess. 2:13; I Pet. 1:23-25) 

Ø The _______ of the new birth: “that we should be a kind of _________” 
–a _______ of divine __________ of the rest (cp. Ex. 23:19; Lev. 23:9-
11; Deut. 18:4) 

o It involves _________--this part belongs to God, as well as the rest. 
o It involves a _________--the assurance that _____ will follow. 

v Used of the _____   ______ (Rom. 8:23) 
v Used of Christ in __________ (I Cor. 15:20-23) 
v Used of earliest ________ in a country (Rom. 16:5; I Cor. 16:15) 
v Used of believers in this ____ in relation to the whole of the 

_________ (II Thess. 2:13; Jas. 1:18).   
 

o Don’t allow your trials and temptations to lead you to question the _________ of God. 
o Use the goodness of God to lead you to a proper _________ to God.   

v A thankful ______ (cp. Luke 17:11-19) 
v A total _________ (cp. Rom. 12:1-2) 
v A tender ________ (cp. Matt. 7:7-11) 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How would you answer someone who asks you, “If God is good, why is there so 

much evil and suffering in the world?”? 
 

o Evaluate the three popular misconceptions that people have that lead them to 
doubt God’s goodness.  How would you respond to them?  Do you find yourself 
embracing any of these misconceptions?  

 

o Have you ever been deceived into doubting the goodness of God?  How were Eve 
(Gen. 3:1-6) and Job’s wife (Job 2:9-10) deceived in this way?  Who was the source 
of the deception?   

 

o Who is the source of every good and complete gift?  Make a list of some of these 
gifts which you have received from Him. 

 

o Why does James mention God’s unchanging character along with His generosity?  
How do these attributes of God relate to His goodness? 

 

o How did God use His Word to bring about the new birth in your life?  How can you 
use His Word to see others born again?   

 

o What personal response do you need to make to God because of His goodness? 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 1:19-21. 

o How can the application of the three exhortations in verse 19 improve 
interpersonal communication? 

o How do the three exhortations in verse 19 relate to the reception of the Word of 
God, as the context implies (verses 21-25)? 

o What do verses 19-20 convey about the results of unrighteous anger? 
o What elements are necessary for the Word to be received properly (verse 21)? 

What needs to be removed from our lives in order to receive the Word?  How is the 
Word to be received? 

o What can the Word do to bring salvation and spiritual growth (verse 21)? 



GOD IS SO GOOD! 
James 1:16-18 

MAIN IDEA:  Even in the midst of trials and temptations, I must never doubt the 
goodness of God.                             1/29/17  
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 

Introduction (1:1) 
o Trials to Develop Us (1:2-12)—from God 
o Temptations to Defeat Us (1:13-18) 

ü The Personal Responsibility of Man (1:13-15) 
ü The Providential Goodness of God (1:16-18) 

 

v Prevailing Questions:    
§ If God is good, why is there so much evil and suffering in the world? 
§ If God is good, why did this happen to me? 

v Popular Misconceptions: 
§ God is responsible for all the sin, sickness, and suffering in the world.   
§ God must not be good if He allows into my anything which might 

make me suffer or hurt (cp. Job 2:9-10; Rom. 8:28).   
§ God is not good because He is restricting me from true enjoyment in 

life (cp. Gen. 3:4-5; John 10:10).   
 

I.   There must be no deception about the goodness of God (James 
1:16). 
A.  There is a warning that must be heeded:  don’t be led astray or deceived 

by the enemy into thinking concerning an issue in another way (cp. I Cor. 
6:9; 15:33; Gal. 6:7).  

B.  There are two issues concerning which you must not be deceived: 
Ø The source of your temptation (1:13-15) 
Ø The source of every good gift (1:17-18) 

  
II.   There is a clear declaration about the goodness of God (James 

1:17-18).   
God’s character is presented . . .  

o Negatively:  God has no evil or sin in His character (1:13). 
o Positively:  God is good and does what is beneficial for His creation. 

A.  God is the Giver of all good gifts (1:17). 
Ø The giving:  the act of giving (cp. Phil. 4:15) 
Ø The gift:  the gift itself--good and complete 
Ø The Giver:  the Father of lights 

o He is generous (cp. Matt. 5:45; 7:7-11; John 3:16; Rom. 2:4; 8:32; Jas. 
1:5). 

o He is unchanging (no variation and no shadow cast by turning) (cp. 
Mal. 3:6; Psa. 102:25-27; Heb. 1:10-12; 13:8).   

B.  God is the Author of the believer’s new birth (1:18; cp. John 1:12-13; 3:3; 
Tit. 3:5; Eph. 2:1, 5).   
Ø The cause of the new birth: “of His own will” 



Ø The means of the new birth: “the Word of truth” (cp. Rom. 10:14-17; I 
Cor. 4:15; I Thess. 2:13; I Pet. 1:23-25) 

Ø The result of the new birth: “that we should be a kind of firstfruits” –a 
pledge of divine ownership of the rest (cp. Ex. 23:19; Lev. 23:9-11; 
Deut. 18:4) 

o It involves ownership--this part belongs to God, as well as the rest. 
o It involves a guarantee--the assurance that more will follow. 

v Used of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:23) 
v Used of Christ in resurrection (I Cor. 15:20-23) 
v Used of earliest believers in a country (Rom. 16:5; I Cor. 16:15) 
v Used of believers in this age in relation to the whole of the 

redeemed (II Thess. 2:13; Jas. 1:18).   
 

o Don’t allow your trials and temptations to lead you to question the goodness of God. 
o Use the goodness of God to lead you to a proper response to God.   

v A thankful heart (cp. Luke 17:11-19) 
v A total commitment (cp. Rom. 12:1-2) 
v A tender intimacy (cp. Matt. 7:7-11) 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How would you answer someone who asks you, “If God is good, why is there so 

much evil and suffering in the world?”? 
 

o Evaluate the three popular misconceptions that people have that lead them to 
doubt God’s goodness.  How would you respond to them?  Do you find yourself 
embracing any of these misconceptions?  

 

o Have you ever been deceived into doubting the goodness of God?  How were Eve 
(Gen. 3:1-6) and Job’s wife (Job 2:9-10) deceived in this way?  Who was the source 
of the deception?   

 

o Who is the source of every good and complete gift?  Make a list of some of these 
gifts which you have received from Him. 

 

o Why does James mention God’s unchanging character along with His generosity?  
How do these attributes of God relate to His goodness? 

 

o How did God use His Word to bring about the new birth in your life?  How can you 
use His Word to see others born again?   

 

o What personal response do you need to make to God because of His goodness? 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 1:19-21. 

o How can the application of the three exhortations in verse 19 improve 
interpersonal communication? 

o How do the three exhortations in verse 19 relate to the reception of the Word of 
God, as the context implies (verses 21-25)? 

o What do verses 19-20 convey about the results of unrighteous anger? 
o What elements are necessary for the Word to be received properly (verse 21)? 

What needs to be removed from our lives in order to receive the Word?  How is the 
Word to be received? 

o What can the Word do to bring salvation and spiritual growth (verse 21)? 


