
WELCOMING THE WORD 
James 1:19-21 

MAIN IDEA:  Whenever you encounter the Word of God, you should welcome it with 
open arms.                               2/5/17  
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
ü Doing God’s Word (1:19-25) 

v Receiving God’s Word (1:19-21) 
 

The Word of God is central to this passage (1:18-25). 
v What the _______ of the Word are:  essential for ________ (Jas. 1:18; cp. I Pet. 

1:23-25) and for spiritual _______ (Jas. 1:19-25; cp. I Pet. 2:1-3) 
v What the __________ to the Word is:  a _____ that is planted (1:21); a _______ that 

reveals (1:23); a _____ that brings liberty (1:25) 
v What the ________ to the Word should be:  a ready _________, a warm ________ 

(Luke 8:13; Acts 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; I Cor. 2:14; I Thess. 1:6; 2:13) 
 

There are three ways in which you should welcome the Word: 
 

I.   Welcome the Word with ______________ (James 1:19-20). 
A.  Be _______ to ______ (1:19a).  

Ø It is the ______ that we must hear (cp. 1:22). 
Ø Our _______ toward the Word determines our _________ to it (cp. Neh. 

8:1-12).   
B.  Be _______ to ______ (1:19b). 

Ø We must not make ______ reactions when we hear the Word.   
Ø We cannot _____ effectively without _______ attentively (cp.Prov. 18:13). 

C.  Be _______ to ______ (1:19c-20).   
Ø There is a place for ______ (Eph. 4:26), but it must be _________ (1:19c). 
Ø ________ anger does not produce God’s practical ___________ (1:20).   
Ø Don’t receive the Word with hasty ______ reactions and resulting _____. 

 
II.   Welcome the Word with ________ (James 1:21a).   

A.  Before the Word can be _________, sin must be _________ (cp. I Pet. 2:1-2). 
Ø Cast it off like a dirty _______ (cp. Acts 7:58; Rom. 13:12; Eph. 4:22). 
Ø Cast if off like a heavy _______ (cp. Heb. 12:1).   

B.  For the _________ to be effective, it must be ________ (cp. I Pet. 2:1).   
Ø Lay aside all _________ (uncleanness, moral defilement). 
Ø Lay aside all _________ (abundance) of ________. 

 
III.   Welcome the Word with ____________ (James 1:21a).   

A.  Meekness is the ________ of the ______ (cp. 1:19-20)—a spirit of _________. 
B.  Meekness is the _______ of _______ and _________ in receiving the Word. 
C.  Meekness is the _______ of _______ what the Word can do in our lives. 

Ø It is the _________ Word—like a _____ that is sown, growing and 
producing fruit. 



Ø It is the _________ Word—able to _____ your soul (the _____ aspect of 
salvation—Jas. 1:18—and the _______ aspect of salvation—I Cor. 1:18). 

 

o Be swift to _____ the Word—show an attentiveness which flows from a reverence for the Word.     
o Lay aside the ____ which keeps you from welcoming the Word—take direct action against it.   
o Respond to the Word with _______—be open to God using the Word to change you.   

 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
 

o How do you respond to the Word when you hear it, read it, and study it?  Do you 
welcome it, or has the Bible become commonplace and routine to you? 
 

o What is your attitude toward the Word?  Do you have the same attitude of reverence, 
love, and commitment to the Word which you once had?  If not, what has brought 
about this change? 

 

o How did the attitude of the Jews under Nehemiah’s leadership toward the Word affect 
their attentiveness to it (Neh. 8:1-12)? 

 

o Are those who welcome the Word always believers (Luke 8:13; Acts 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; 
I Thess. 1:6; 2:13)?  What effect did welcoming the Word have on those mentioned in 
these verses?  Why do unbelievers normally not welcome the Word (I Cor. 2:14)? 

 

o How do the three exhortations in verse 19 relate to welcoming the Word?  Do you find 
yourself guilty of violating any of these exhortations? 

 

o Are there any sinful attitudes or habits in your life which are keeping you from wel-
coming the Word?  What sins need to be removed?  Do you see a direct connection 
between removing sin and welcoming the Word in Jas. 1:21 and I Pet. 2:1-2?  

 

o Do you approach the Word with meekness?  Do you come to the Word with a humble, 
teachable attitude, asking God to use the Word to reveal areas where change is 
needed (Psa. 139:23-24)?  Are you committed to making changes by God’s power? 

 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 

 Study James 1:22-25. 
 

o Why is it so easy to be a hearer of the Word but not a doer?  
 

o In what way(s) is the one who hears the Word deceiving himself?  Are we ever guilty 
of thinking that all God expects of us is to hear the Word or to know it? 

 

o How do these passages compare to what James says about not being a hearer only 
but also a doer (Matt. 7:26-27; Luke 6:46-49; Rom. 2:13; Ezek. 33:31-32)? 

 

o What is the illustration which describes the one who hears only (Jas. 1:23-24)? How 
do the three elements of his look, his action, and his memory drive home the point of 
the illustration?  In what ways is the Word like a mirror? 

 

o How is the doer (1:25) contrasted to the hearer (1:23-24)?  How are his look, his 
action, and his memory different when contrasted to the hearer only? 

 

o What steps can you take in your own life to become a doer of the Word and not a 
hearer only? 
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The Word of God is central to this passage (1:18-25). 
v What the results of the Word are:  essential for salvation (Jas. 1:18; cp. I Pet. 1:23-

25) and for spiritual growth (Jas. 1:19-25; cp. I Pet. 2:1-3) 
v What the resemblance to the Word is:  a seed that is planted (1:21); a mirror that 

reveals (1:23); a law that brings liberty (1:25) 
v What the response to the Word should be:  a ready reception, a warm welcome 

(Luke 8:13; Acts 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; I Cor. 2:14; I Thess. 1:6; 2:13) 
 

There are three ways in which you should welcome the Word: 
 

I.   Welcome the Word with attentiveness (James 1:19-20). 
A.  Be swift to hear (1:19a).  

Ø It is the Word that we must hear (cp. 1:22). 
Ø Our attitude toward the Word determines our attentiveness to it (cp. Neh. 

8:1-12).   
B.  Be slow to speak (1:19b). 

Ø We must not make hasty reactions when we hear the Word.   
Ø We cannot speak effectively without listening attentively (cp.Prov. 18:13). 

C.  Be slow to wrath (1:19c-20).   
Ø There is a place for anger (Eph. 4:26), but it must be controlled (1:19c). 
Ø Improper anger does not produce God’s practical righteousness (1:20).   
Ø Don’t receive the Word with hasty verbal reactions and resulting anger. 

 
II.   Welcome the Word with purity (James 1:21a).   

A.  Before the Word can be welcomed, sin must be removed (cp. I Pet. 2:1-2). 
Ø Cast it off like a dirty garment (cp. Acts 7:58; Rom. 13:12; Eph. 4:22). 
Ø Cast if off like a heavy weight (cp. Heb. 12:1).   

B.  For the removal to be effective, it must be thorough (cp. I Pet. 2:1).   
Ø Lay aside all filthiness (uncleanness, moral defilement). 
Ø Lay aside all overflow (abundance) of wickedness. 

 
III.   Welcome the Word with meekness (James 1:21a).   

A.  Meekness is the opposite of the wrath (cp. 1:19-20)—a spirit of gentleness. 
B.  Meekness is the attitude of humility and teachability in receiving the Word. 
C.  Meekness is the result of seeing what the Word can do in our lives. 

Ø It is the implanted Word—like a seed that is sown, growing and 
producing fruit. 



Ø It is the saving Word—able to save your soul (the past aspect of 
salvation—Jas. 1:18—and the present aspect of salvation—I Cor. 1:18). 

 

o Be swift to hear the Word—show an attentiveness which flows from a reverence for the Word.     
o Lay aside the sin which keeps you from welcoming the Word—take direct action against it.   
o Respond to the Word with humility—be open to God using the Word to change you.   
 
 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
 

o How do you respond to the Word when you hear it, read it, and study it?  Do you 
welcome it, or has the Bible become commonplace and routine to you? 
 

o What is your attitude toward the Word?  Do you have the same attitude of reverence, 
love, and commitment to the Word which you once had?  If not, what has brought 
about this change? 

 

o How did the attitude of the Jews under Nehemiah’s leadership toward the Word affect 
their attentiveness to it (Neh. 8:1-12)? 

 

o Are those who welcome the Word always believers (Luke 8:13; Acts 8:14; 11:1; 17:11; 
I Thess. 1:6; 2:13)?  What effect did welcoming the Word have on those mentioned in 
these verses?  Why do unbelievers normally not welcome the Word (I Cor. 2:14)? 

 

o How do the three exhortations in verse 19 relate to welcoming the Word?  Do you find 
yourself guilty of violating any of these exhortations? 

 

o Are there any sinful attitudes or habits in your life which are keeping you from wel-
coming the Word?  What sins need to be removed?  Do you see a direct connection 
between removing sin and welcoming the Word in Jas. 1:21 and I Pet. 2:1-2?  

 

o Do you approach the Word with meekness?  Do you come to the Word with a humble, 
teachable attitude, asking God to use the Word to reveal areas where change is 
needed (Psa. 139:23-24)?  Are you committed to making changes by God’s power? 

 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 

 Study James 1:22-25. 
 

o Why is it so easy to be a hearer of the Word but not a doer?  
 

o In what way(s) is the one who hears the Word deceiving himself?  Are we ever guilty 
of thinking that all God expects of us is to hear the Word or to know it? 

 

o How do these passages compare to what James says about not being a hearer only 
but also a doer (Matt. 7:26-27; Luke 6:46-49; Rom. 2:13; Ezek. 33:31-32)? 

 

o What is the illustration which describes the one who hears only (Jas. 1:23-24)? How 
do the three elements of his look, his action, and his memory drive home the point of 
the illustration?  In what ways is the Word like a mirror? 

 

o How is the doer (1:25) contrasted to the hearer (1:23-24)?  How are his look, his 
action, and his memory different when contrasted to the hearer only? 

 

o What steps can you take in your own life to become a doer of the Word and not a 
hearer only?		


