
A HEARER OR A DOER? 
James 1:22-25 

MAIN IDEA:  Simply receiving or hearing the Word of God is not enough—it must also be obeyed.   
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
ü Doing God’s Word (1:19-25) 

v Receiving God’s Word (1:19-21) 
v Obeying God’s Word (1:22-25) 

    2/12/17 
The Word of God is central to this passage (1:18-25). 
v You must __________ what the Word is—God’s instrument in . . . 

o ___________--the means of the new ______ (Jas. 1:18). 
o ___________--compared to a ____, it is able to save your souls (Jas. 1:21). 
o ___________--compared to a ______, it reveals our defects (Jas. 1:23).   
o ___________--we will be judged by the law of liberty (Jas. 2:12).   

v You must __________ to what the Word says: 
o You must ________ the Word (Jas. 1:21-25). 
o You must ________ the Word (Jas. 1:19, 22-24). 
o You must ________ the Word (Jas. 1:22, 25).   

ü Obedience to the Word is an evidence of __________ (Matt. 7:21-25; 12:50; Luke 
6:46-49; Jas. 2:14-26; I John 2:3-6; 3:7; III John 11). 

ü God measures our progress and maturity in the Christian life, not by how much 
we _____ the Word, but by how much we _____ what we know (I Sam. 15:22-23).   

ü God holds us responsible for our ________ of the Word and what we ____ with 
what we know (Luke 12:47-48).         In the Book of James: 

ü _______ without doing is ___________ (Jas. 2:14-16). 
ü _______ without doing is ___________ (Jas. 4:17). 
ü _______ without doing is ___________ (Jas. 1:22-25).   

 

I.   There is ____________ to _______ (James 1:22). 
A.  You must be a ________ of the Word (Jas. 1:22b).  

Ø Hearing the Word is _________ (cp. Jas. 1:19, 21). 
Ø Hearing the Word is not ________ (Jas. 1:22a).     

B.  You must also be a _____ of the Word (Jas. 1:22a).   
Ø Hearing must be ________ by doing (cp. Matt. 7:26-27; Luke 6:46-49; Rom. 

2:13; Jas. 1:22; Ezek. 33:31-32).   
Ø Hearing without doing is ____-________ (cp. Gal. 6:3; I John 1:8).   

You _______ yourself when you think that hearing only is all God ______. 
 

II.   There are ____________ to _________ (James 1:23-25).   
A.  What the _______ of the Word is like (Jas. 1:23-24) 

Ø His ________  
ü The _______ of the ______:  to _____ one as he is and what needs to be 

________  
ü The _______ of the ______:  _______ gaze, not ______ glance (cp. Matt. 7:3; 

Luke 12:24, 27; Acts 11:6; Rom. 4:19; Heb. 3:1; 10:24) 
ü The _______ to the _____:  it ______ our heart (cp. Heb. 4:12) 

Ø His ________ 
ü Seeing what _______ to be done 



ü Doing _______ about it 
Ø His ________ 

ü Why he takes no ______:  he ______ what manner of man he was. 
ü Why he ______:  he centers his _______ on other things. 
ü Why he must _______:  there will be no _______ without _________ (cp. 

Josh 1:8)—committing yourself to taking ______ and keeping before your 
_____ that action. 

B.  What the _______ of the Word is like (Jas. 1:25) 
Ø His ________ 

ü The ______ of the ______:  ______ gaze, not ______ glance (cp. Luke 24:12; 
John 20:5, 11; I Pet. 1:12) 

ü The ______ of the ______:  the perfect ____ of liberty (the Word) 
Ø His ________ 

ü Continuing to _____ 
ü Continuing in _________ 

Ø His ________ 
ü What he is not:  a _______ of ___________ 
ü What he is:  a _____ of the _____ 
ü What he becomes:  _______ in his ______ 

 

o Evaluate your _____ into the Word:  is it a constant, careful gaze which takes the Word seriously? 
o Commit yourself to _____: do you take urgent and thorough action to correct what the Word reveals? 
o Focus your _____ on action:  do you continually remember the area of need until it is corrected?  

v Read/hear/study the Word with a view to self-examination and ______, not just to increase knowledge.  
v Do whatever it takes to ________ what needs to be changed.  
v Be as _______ as you can in defining the action that needs to be taken.   
v Don’t put it off—begin to work on it ____.  
v Have others keep you _________ in that specific area of needed change.   

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o Why is hearing the Word accurately essential to proper application of it to your life? 
o How does one who only hears the Word deceive himself? 
o Why is acting upon what we hear (James 1:22-25), believe (James 2:14-16), and know (James 

4:17) so important?  Why does James stress this in this book? 
o Think through the illustration which James presents (1:23-24):  how does each detail compare 

to only hearing the Word?    
o What makes the difference between the hearer and the doer of the Word?  (Think through the 

look, action, and memory.)  What is the essential key to becoming a doer?  What steps do you 
need to take in becoming a doer, and in what areas? 

 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 1:26-27. 

o What is the meaning of “religious” and “religion”?  What is the difference between pure and 
false religion? 

o What is the one element which proves that the one who professes to be “religious” is not 
actually so (1:26)?  What is faulty about his “religion”? 

o What are two characteristics of pure and undefiled religion (1:27)? 
o How should you practically “visit” orphans and widows in their affliction?  Does it go beyond 

merely visiting them?  Why are these two groups singled out?   
o Investigate God’s attitude toward orphans and widows (cp. Ex. 22:22-24; Deut. 10:18; Psa.68:5; 

Isa.1:17; Jer. 5:28; Ezek. 22:7).  Who do you know personally in these groups? 
o How do you keep yourself unspotted from the world (cp. Rom. 12:2; Jas. 4:4; I John 2:15-17)?  Is 

this referring to the world system or the people of the world? 



A HEARER OR A DOER? 
James 1:22-25 

          MAIN IDEA:  Simply receiving or hearing the Word of God is not enough—it must also be obeyed.     
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
ü Doing God’s Word (1:19-25) 

v Receiving God’s Word (1:19-21) 
v Obeying God’s Word (1:22-25) 

2/12/17 
The Word of God is central to this passage (1:18-25). 
v You must recognize what the Word is—God’s instrument in . . . 

o Salvation—the means of the new birth (Jas. 1:18). 
o Sanctification—compared to a seed, it is able to save your souls (Jas. 1:21-25). 
o Conviction—compared to a mirror, it reveals our defects (Jas. 1:23).   
o Judgment—we will be judged by the law of liberty (Jas. 2:12).   

v You must respond to what the Word says: 
o You must receive the Word (Jas. 1:21). 
o You must hear the Word (Jas. 1:19, 22-24). 
o You must obey the Word (Jas. 1:22, 25).   

ü Obedience to the Word is an evidence of salvation (Matt. 7:21-25; 12:50; Luke 
6:46-49; Jas. 2:14-26; I John 2:3-6; 3:7; III John 11). 

ü God measures our progress and maturity in the Christian life, not by how much 
we know the Word, but by how much we obey what we know (I Sam. 15:22-23).   

ü God holds us responsible for our knowledge of the Word and what we do with 
what we know (Luke 12:47-48).         In the Book of James: 

ü Faith without doing is profitless (Jas. 2:14-16). 
ü Knowing without doing is sin (Jas. 4:17). 
ü Hearing without doing is deception (Jas. 1:22-25).   

 

I.   There is instruction to obey (James 1:22). 
A.  You must be a hearer of the Word (Jas. 1:22b).  

Ø Hearing the Word is important (cp. Jas. 1:19, 21). 
Ø Hearing the Word is not enough (Jas. 1:22a).     

B.  You must also be a doer of the Word (Jas. 1:22a).   
Ø Hearing must be followed by doing (cp. Matt. 7:26-27; Luke 6:46-49; Rom. 

2:13; Jas. 1:22; Ezek. 33:31-32).   
Ø Hearing without doing is self-deception (cp. Gal. 6:3; I John 1:8).   

You deceive yourself when you think that hearing only is all God expects. 
 

II.   There are illustrations to observe (James 1:23-25).   
A.  What the hearer of the Word is like (Jas. 1:23-24) 

Ø His look  
ü The purpose of the mirror:  to reveal one as he is and what needs to be 

corrected  
ü The nature of the look:  careful gaze, not casual glance (cp. Matt. 7:3; Luke 

12:24, 27; Acts 11:6; Rom. 4:19; Heb. 3:1; 10:24) 
ü The similarity to the Word:  it reveals our heart (cp. Heb. 4:12) 

Ø His action 
ü Seeing what needs to be done 



ü Doing nothing about it 
Ø His memory 

ü Why he takes no action:  he forgets what manner of man he was. 
ü Why he forgets:  he centers his attention on other things. 
ü Why he must remember:  there will be no obedience without remembrance 

(cp. Josh 1:8)—committing yourself to taking action and keeping before 
your mind that action. 

B.  What the doer of the Word is like (Jas. 1:25) 
Ø His look 

ü The nature of the look:  careful gaze, not casual glance (cp. Luke 24:12; 
John 20:5, 11; I Pet. 1:12) 

ü The identity of the mirror:  the perfect law of liberty (the Word) 
Ø His action 

ü Continuing to look 
ü Continuing in obedience 

Ø His memory 
ü What he is not:  a hearer of forgetfulness 
ü What he is:  a doer of the work 
ü What he becomes:  blessed in his work 

 

o Evaluate your look into the Word:  is it a constant, careful gaze which takes the Word seriously? 
o Commit yourself to action: do you take urgent and thorough action to correct what the Word reveals? 
o Focus your mind on action:  do you continually remember the area of need until it is corrected?   

v Read/hear/study the Word with a view to self-examination and change, not just to increase knowledge.  
v Do whatever it takes to remember what needs to be changed.  
v Be as specific as you can in defining the action that needs to be taken.   
v Don’t put it off—begin to work on it now.  
v Have others keep you accountable in that specific area of needed change.   

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o Why is hearing the Word accurately essential to proper application of it to your life? 
o How does one who only hears the Word deceive himself? 
o Why is acting upon what we hear (James 1:22-25), believe (James 2:14-16), and know (James 

4:17) so important?  Why does James stress this in this book? 
o Think through the illustration which James presents (1:23-24):  how does each detail compare 

to only hearing the Word?    
o What makes the difference between the hearer and the doer of the Word?  (Think through the 

look, action, and memory.)  What is the essential key to becoming a doer?  What steps do you 
need to take in becoming a doer, and in what areas? 

 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 1:26-27. 

o What is the meaning of “religious” and “religion”?  What is the difference between pure and 
false religion? 

o What is the one element which proves that the one who professes to be “religious” is not 
actually so (1:26)?  What is faulty about his “religion”? 

o What are two characteristics of pure and undefiled religion (1:27)? 
o How should you practically “visit” orphans and widows in their affliction?  Does it go beyond 

merely visiting them?  Why are these two groups singled out?   
o Investigate God’s attitude toward orphans and widows (cp. Ex. 22:22-24; Deut. 10:18; Psa.68:5; 

Isa.1:17; Jer. 5:28; Ezek. 22:7).  Who do you know personally in these groups? 
o How do you keep yourself unspotted from the world (cp. Rom. 12:2; Jas. 4:4; I John 2:15-17)?  Is 

this referring to the world system or the people of the world? 


