
A TRULY RELIGIOUS MAN 
James 1:26-27 

MAIN IDEA:  Pure religion which pleases God is demonstrated in three ways.   
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
ü Doing God’s Word (1:19-25) 

v Receiving God’s Word (1:19-21) 
v Obeying God’s Word (1:22-25) 

ü Demonstrating Pure Religion (1:26-27) 
A study in contrasts (1:22-27): 
v A _______ of the Word which does not lead to a _______ (1:22-25) 
v A ______ religion of ________ activity which does not measure up to a _____ religion 

of _______ change (1:26-27) 
 

I.   A _____-___________   ________ (James 1:26) 
A.  What he _________ about himself (Jas. 1:26a) 

Ø He __________ himself to be religious.  
Ø Being “religious” means having a _______ to God expressed in outward 

performance of _______ (cp. Acts 26:5; Col. 2:18).   
B.  How he __________ this claim (Jas. 1:26b) 
 He doesn’t _______ his tongue (cp. Jas. 3:2, 6-9; Psa. 32:9; 39:1; 141:3).  

Ø He is _________ religious, but has no ______ control.   
Ø This requires self-__________ (cp. Psa. 39:1) with divine _________ (cp. 

Jas. 3:2, 6-9; Psa. 141:3).   
C.  What he __________ by his life (Jas. 1:26c) 

Ø He ________ his own heart—he is not truly ________.     
Ø His religion is ________—it falls short of the _____.   

 

II.   A _____________   ________ (James 1:27a)   
A.  A great _________ in religious activity (cp. Jas. 1:26) 

Ø Contrasted in _____ it produces 
ü ___________ (Jas. 1:26)—_______, lacking positive _______ 
ü _____ and _________ (Jas. 1:27)—free from moral _________ 

Ø Contrasted in _____ is pleased 
ü Pleasing in the eyes of _____ (cp. Acts 26:4-5) 
ü Pleasing in the eyes of _____ (Jas. 1:27a) 

Ø Contrasted in _____ it is performed 
ü Mere ________ performance  
ü Outward __________ flowing from inward ______ 

B.  A great ________ for those in need who lack the means of support 
Ø __________ to genuine ______  

ü The _______ needs of two _______ groups:   _______ and ______ 
o Experiencing a _____ of their _________ (parents and husbands) 
o Suffering a ______ of ________:  loneliness, grief, physical danger, 

financial struggles, spiritual needs 
ü The ________ to their needs:  ______ orphans and widows in their _______ 

o “Visit” implies personal ________ (cp. Acts 7:23; 15:36). 
o “Visit” involves genuine _____ and tangible ________ of needs (cp. 

Job 2:11; Jer. 23:2; Ezek. 34:11; Zech. 11:16; Matt. 25:36, 43).   



Ø __________ God’s _________ 
ü God is the _________ and _________ of widows and orphans (cp. Deut. 

10:18; Psa. 68:5; Isa. 1:17). 
ü To not meet their needs and mistreat them is _________ and _________ (cp.  

Jer. 5:28-29; Ezek. 22:7).   
 

III.   A __________   _____ (James 1:27b)   
A.  Identifying the ______:  Who is the ______? 

Ø Not primarily the _______ of the world (cp. John 3:16) 
Ø The world _______ under which Satan has organized mankind on his 

principles (cp. Matt. 4:8-10; John 12:31; 16:11) 
B.  Maintaining the _________:  What do you need to _______? 

Ø Keep your life __________ and __________ by the world. 
Ø The _____ state of the Church (Eph. 5:27) should be our ______ experience  

C.  Fulfilling the ___________:  What should be your _______ to the world? 
Ø Being sanctified is _____ work (cp.I Thess. 5:23; I Pet.1:5; Jude 24), and yet 

we have a part by _______ ourselves unspotted from the world (I Tim.5:22). 
Ø Your ________ to the world system can be ________ in four commands: 

ü Don’t be _________ by the world (Jas. 1:27). 
ü Don’t be a _______ of the world (cp. Jas. 4:4). 
ü Don’t be ________ to the world (cp. Rom. 12:2). 
ü Don’t ______ the world (cp. I John 2:15).   

Ø Your response must not be _______ from the people of the world (John 17: 
15; I Cor. 5:9-10), but rather ________ from the evils of the world system.   

ü Be careful what you ____ and _____ (cp. I John 2:15-16). 
ü Be careful with whom you ______ time (cp. I Cor. 15:33). 
ü Be careful what you _____ (cp. Psa. 1:1-3).    
ü Be careful what you _____ (cp. Rom. 12:2; Phil. 4:8).   

 

o Control of the ______ can’t be accomplished without the Lord’s empowering . . . yield it to Him today. 
o Ask God to give you a sympathetic ______ toward those in need . . . focus on widows and orphans. 
o Don’t allow the world system to ______ you . . . keep yourself pure.   
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o Can you discern between worthless religion and pure religion?  What are the differences? 
o Do you struggle with controlling your tongue?  What practical steps do you need to take to 

bridle your tongue? 
o Are you aware of needs of others around you each day?  Do you have a sympathetic heart 

toward the needs of others?  What are you doing to respond to them with care and action? 
o What are you personally doing to minister to the needs of widows and orphans, beginning with 

those in our own church family?  Have you identified the widows and orphans to whom you 
need to be ministering?  Have you also identified their needs?  How can you help meet them? 

o Are you living a life unspotted from the world?  What practical steps of action do you need to 
take to remove spots or remain unspotted? 

o How do the commands related to the world tie together (Jas. 1:27; 4:4; Rom. 12:2; I Jn. 2:15-17)?    
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 2:1-4. 

o What is the sin of partiality which is exposed in Jas. 2:1-13?  How would you define it? 
o How does James address this sin from a material perspective?  Can judging others based on 

outward considerations relate to areas other than the material?  If so, what are some examples? 
o How do you react to the situation described in Jas. 2:2-3?  Is it a just situation?  Why not? 
o Have you ever been guilty of showing partiality to one over another?  Are you still doing so? 



A TRULY RELIGIOUS MAN 
James 1:26-27 

MAIN IDEA:  Pure religion which pleases God is demonstrated in three ways.   
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
ü Doing God’s Word (1:19-25) 

v Receiving God’s Word (1:19-21) 
v Obeying God’s Word (1:22-25) 

ü Demonstrating Pure Religion (1:26-27) 
A study in contrasts (1:22-27): 
v A hearing of the Word which does not lead to a doing (1:22-25) 
v A worthless religion of outward activity which does not measure up to a pure 

religion of inward change (1:26-27) 
 

I.   A self-controlled tongue (James 1:26) 
A.  What he concludes about himself (Jas. 1:26a) 

Ø He thinks himself to be religious.  
Ø Being “religious” means having a devotion to God expressed in outward 

performance of worship (cp. Acts 26:5; Col. 2:18).   
B.  How he contradicts this claim (Jas. 1:26b) 
 He doesn’t bridle his tongue (cp. Jas. 3:2, 6-9; Psa. 32:9; 39:1; 141:3).  

Ø He is outwardly religious, but has no inward control.   
Ø This requires self-control (cp. Psa. 39:1) with divine enablement (cp. Jas. 

3:2, 6-9; Psa. 141:3).   
C.  What he confirms by his life (Jas. 1:26c) 

Ø He deceives his own heart—he is not truly religious.     
Ø His religion is worthless—it falls short of the goal.   

 

II.   A sympathetic heart (James 1:27a)   
A.  A great contrast in religious activity (cp. Jas. 1:26) 

Ø Contrasted in what it produces 
ü Worthless (Jas. 1:26)—futile, lacking positive results 
ü Pure and undefiled (Jas. 1:27)—free from moral pollution 

Ø Contrasted in who is pleased 
ü Pleasing in the eyes of man (cp. Acts 26:4-5) 
ü Pleasing in the eyes of God (Jas. 1:27a) 

Ø Contrasted in how it is performed 
ü Mere outward performance  
ü Outward performance flowing from inward change 

B.  A great concern for those in need who lack the means of support 
Ø Responding to genuine need  

ü The common needs of two special groups:   orphans and widows 
o Experiencing a loss of their supporter (parents and husbands) 
o Suffering a variety of problems:  loneliness, grief, physical danger, 

financial struggles, spiritual needs 
ü The ministry to their needs:  visiting orphans and widows in their affliction 

o “Visit” implies personal contact (cp. Acts 7:23; 15:36). 
o “Visit” involves genuine care and tangible meeting of needs (cp. Job 

2:11; Jer. 23:2; Ezek. 34:11; Zech. 11:16; Matt. 25:36, 43).   



Ø Reflecting God’s attitude 
ü God is the protector and provider of widows and orphans (cp. Deut. 10:18; 

Psa. 68:5; Isa. 1:17). 
ü To not meet their needs and mistreat them is condemned and punished 

(cp.  Jer. 5:28-29; Ezek. 22:7).   
 

III.   A sanctified life (James 1:27b)   
A.  Identifying the enemy:  Who is the world? 

Ø Not primarily the people of the world (cp. John 3:16) 
Ø The world system under which Satan has organized mankind on his 

principles (cp. Matt. 4:8-10; John 12:31; 16:11) 
B.  Maintaining the condition:  What do you need to prevent? 

Ø Keep your life unstained and unblemished by the world. 
Ø The future state of the Church (Eph. 5:27) should be our present experience   

C.  Fulfilling the responsibility:  What should be your response to the world? 
Ø Being sanctified is God’s work (cp.I Thess. 5:23; I Pet.1:5; Jude 24), and yet 

we have a part by keeping ourselves unspotted from the world (I Tim.5:22). 
Ø Your response to the world system can be defined in four commands: 

ü Don’t be spotted by the world (Jas. 1:27). 
ü Don’t be a friend of the world (cp. Jas. 4:4). 
ü Don’t be conformed to the world (cp. Rom. 12:2). 
ü Don’t love the world (cp. I John 2:15).   

Ø Your response must not be isolation from the people of the world (John 17: 
15; I Cor. 5:9-10), but rather protection from the evils of the world system.   

ü Be careful what you see and hear (cp. I John 2:15-16). 
ü Be careful with whom you spend time (cp. I Cor. 15:33). 
ü Be careful what you read (cp. Psa. 1:1-3).    
ü Be careful what you think (cp. Rom. 12:2; Phil. 4:8).   

 

o Control of the tongue can’t be accomplished without the Lord’s empowering . . . yield it to Him today. 
o Ask God to give you a sympathetic heart toward those in need . . . focus on widows and orphans. 
o Don’t allow the world system to stain you . . . keep yourself pure.   
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o Can you discern between worthless religion and pure religion?  What are the differences? 
o Do you struggle with controlling your tongue?  What practical steps do you need to take to 

bridle your tongue? 
o Are you aware of needs of others around you each day?  Do you have a sympathetic heart 

toward the needs of others?  What are you doing to respond to them with care and action? 
o What are you personally doing to minister to the needs of widows and orphans, beginning with 

those in our own church family?  Have you identified the widows and orphans to whom you 
need to be ministering?  Have you also identified their needs?  How can you help meet them? 

o Are you living a life unspotted from the world?  What practical steps of action do you need to 
take to remove spots or remain unspotted? 

o How do the commands related to the world tie together (Jas. 1:27; 4:4; Rom. 12:2; I Jn. 2:15-17)?    
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 2:1-4. 

o What is the sin of partiality which is exposed in Jas. 2:1-13?  How would you define it? 
o How does James address this sin from a material perspective?  Can judging others based on 

outward considerations relate to areas other than the material?  If so, what are some examples? 
o How do you react to the situation described in Jas. 2:2-3?  Is it a just situation?  Why not? 
o Have you ever been guilty of showing partiality to one over another?  Are you still doing so? 


