
PLAYING FAVORITES, DISPLEASING GOD 
James 2:1-4 

MAIN IDEA: It is wrong to show partiality based on external considerations.              2/26/17 
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 

ü The Command Concerning Partiality (2:1) 
ü The Illustration Concerning Partiality (2:2-4) 
ü The Reasons Against Partiality (2:5-13) 

 

I.   PARTIALITY:  WHAT _____   _____ ABOUT IT (James 2:1) 
A.  Partiality is not consistent regarding your _________ of others.   

Ø The Greek term here literally means “a ________ of ____,” and the He-
brew term conveys “to ____ up the _____” (cp.  Lev. 19:15; Psa. 82:2) 
—lifting the face on a person in the sense of being ________ or partial 
to him (Moulton and Milligan).  

Ø Originally the term was used positively of accepting a person with 
______ (cp. Mal. 1:8-9), but later came to indicate showing _________.  

Ø The term has been called partiality, respect of _______, favoritism, 
_______, and _______. 

Ø It is making _________ simply on the basis of _______ considerations, 
and then showing ___________ treatment to one over another.      

B.  Partiality is not consistent with your ______ in Christ.  
Ø Don’t hold or live out the faith in Christ with _________.  
Ø This implies that faith in Christ and showing partiality are __________. 

C.  Partiality is not consistent with the _________ of God (cp. Acts 10:34; 
Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; I Pet. 1:17).   
Ø He is _____ and _____ in His judgments.     
Ø He shows no ___________.   

 

II.   PARTIALITY:  WHAT IT ______ LIKE (James 2:2-4)   
A.  The ________ in which it takes place (Jas. 2:2a) 

Ø This is a place of Christian _________. 
Ø It is likely a _______ service.   

B.  The ________ of the two visitors (Jas. 2:2b) 
Ø Nothing is stated about their _________ condition. 
Ø Detail is given about their ________ status.   

ü The _____ man wearing a gold ______ and _____ (bright) clothing 
ü The _____ man wearing ______ (shabby) clothing 

C.  The ________ in response to the two visitors (Jas. 2:3) 
Ø The response to the rich: “____ here in a good place. . .” 
Ø The response to the poor: “_____ there or sit under my ________. . .” 

D.  The ___________ of the treatment given (Jas. 2:4) 
Ø This _________ is _________ (cp. Matt. 7:1, 6; John 7:24). 
Ø This _________ is ______ (cp. Jas. 2:9).   
Ø This doesn’t refer to ______ judging (proper __________) or showing 

_____ and ______ to those for whom it is due (Rom. 13:7; I Pet. 2:17).   



III.   PARTIALITY:  HOW ARE WE _________?   
A.  The _________ bases of partiality 

Ø ________ (rich vs. poor) 
Ø Social ______ (high class vs. low class) 
Ø _____ (black vs. white) 
Ø ____________ (attractive vs. unattractive) 
Ø _________ (intelligent vs. mentally dull) 
Ø ___________ (the “in” group vs. the outcast) 
Ø _________ (prison record, divorce, etc. vs.  

B.  The _________ signs of partiality 
Ø _________:  accepting/welcoming someone while rejecting/resenting another 
Ø _______:  speaking well of someone and slandering another 
Ø __________:  spending time with our group and shunning others 
Ø Financial ______:  giving to one and not consider giving to another 
Ø _______:  helping one and refusing to help another 
Ø Spiritual ______:  choosing to minister to one and not to another 
Ø Positions of _____ and ________:  choosing and rejecting based on outward 

C.  The _________ results of partiality 
Ø It exalts _____. 
Ø It forms ________. 
Ø It destroys __________. 
Ø It creates _________ and grudges. 
Ø It splits _________. 
Ø It fights against the ______ of believers. 
Ø It breeds __________ and __________. 
Ø It ________ God.   

 

o Evaluate your life:  are you _______ of showing partiality? 
o Identify the _________ you make:  are they based on spiritual or external considerations? 
o Change your _______: ask forgiveness of God and the one wronged, take steps to correct it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



PLAYING FAVORITES, DISPLEASING GOD 
James 2:1-4 

MAIN IDEA: It is wrong to show partiality based on external considerations.              2/26/17 
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 

ü The Command Concerning Partiality (2:1) 
ü The Illustration Concerning Partiality (2:2-4) 
ü The Reasons Against Partiality (2:5-13) 

 

I.   PARTIALITY:  WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT IT (James 2:1) 
A.  Partiality is not consistent regarding your treatment of others.   

Ø The Greek term here literally means “a receiving of face,” and the He-
brew term conveys “to lift up the face” (cp.  Lev. 19:15; Psa. 82:2) —
lifting the face on a person in the sense of being favorable or partial to 
him (Moulton and Milligan).  

Ø Originally the term was used positively of accepting a person with 
favor (cp. Mal. 1:8-9), but later came to indicate showing favoritism.  

Ø The term has been called partiality, respect of persons, favoritism, 
prejudice, and snobbery. 

Ø It is making distinctions simply on the basis of external consider-
ations, and then showing preferential treatment to one over another.      

B.  Partiality is not consistent with your faith in Christ.  
Ø Don’t hold or live out the faith in Christ with partiality.  
Ø This implies that faith in Christ and showing partiality are 

incompatible. 
C.  Partiality is not consistent with the character of God (cp. Acts 10:34; 

Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; I Pet. 1:17).   
Ø He is fair and just in His judgments.     
Ø He shows no partiality.   

 

II.   PARTIALITY:  WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE (James 2:2-4)   
A.  The context in which it takes place (Jas. 2:2a) 

Ø This is a place of Christian assembly. 
Ø It is likely a worship service.   

B.  The condition of the two visitors (Jas. 2:2b) 
Ø Nothing is stated about their spiritual condition. 
Ø Detail is given about their material status.   

ü The rich man wearing a gold ring and fine (bright) clothing 
ü The poor man wearing filthy (shabby) clothing 

C.  The contrast in response to the two visitors (Jas. 2:3) 
Ø The response to the rich: “sit here in a good place. . .” 
Ø The response to the poor: “stand there or sit under my footstool. . .” 

D.  The condemnation of the treatment given (Jas. 2:4) 
Ø This judgment is proper (cp. Matt. 7:1, 6; John 7:24). 
Ø This partiality is evil (cp. Jas. 2:9).   



Ø This doesn’t refer to wise judging (proper distinctions) or showing 
honor and respect to those for whom it is due (Rom. 13:7; I Pet. 2:17).   

III.   PARTIALITY:  HOW ARE WE GUILTY?   
A.  The external bases of partiality 

Ø Wealth (rich vs. poor) 
Ø Social status (high class vs. low class) 
Ø Race (black vs. white) 
Ø Appearance (attractive vs. unattractive) 
Ø Intellect (intelligent vs. mentally dull) 
Ø Popularity (the “in” group vs. the outcast) 
Ø Background (prison record, divorce, etc.) 

B.  The visible signs of partiality 
Ø Attitudes:  accepting/welcoming someone while rejecting/resenting another 
Ø Speech:  speaking well of someone and slandering another 
Ø Friendships:  spending time with our group and shunning others 
Ø Financial giving:  giving to one and not consider giving to another 
Ø Helping:  helping one and refusing to help another 
Ø Spiritual ministry:  choosing to minister to one and not to another 
Ø Positions of honor and leadership: choosing and rejecting based on outward 

C.  The destructive results of partiality 
Ø It exalts self. 
Ø It forms cliques. 
Ø It destroys friendships. 
Ø It creates bitterness and grudges. 
Ø It splits churches. 
Ø It fights against the unity of believers. 
Ø It breeds superiority and inferiority. 
Ø It dishonors God.   

 

o Evaluate your life:  are you guilty of showing partiality? 
o Identify the distinctions you make:  are they based on spiritual or external considerations? 
o Change your behavior: ask forgiveness of God and the one wronged, take steps to correct it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o Can you discern between worthless religion and pure religion?  What are the differences? 
o Do you struggle with controlling your tongue?  What practical steps do you need to take to 

bridle your tongue? 
o Are you aware of needs of others around you each day?  Do you have a sympathetic heart 

toward the needs of others?  What are you doing to respond to them with care and action? 
o What are you personally doing to minister to the needs of widows and orphans, beginning 

with those in our own church family?  Have you identified the widows and orphans to 
whom you need to be ministering?  Have you also identified their needs?  How can you 
help meet them? 

o Are you living a life unspotted from the world?  What practical steps of action do you need 
to take to remove spots or remain unspotted? 

o How do the commands related to the world tie together (Jas. 1:27; 4:4; Rom. 12:2; I Jn. 
2:15-17)?    

 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 2:1-4. 

o What is the sin of partiality which is exposed in Jas. 2:1-13?  How would you define it? 
o How does James address this sin from a material perspective?  Can judging others based 

on outward considerations relate to areas other than the material?  If so, what are some 
examples? 

o How do you react to the situation described in Jas. 2:2-3?  Is it a just situation?  Why not? 
o Have you ever been guilty of showing partiality to one over another?  Are you still doing 

so? 


