
PLAYING FAVORITES, LACKING LOVE 
James 2:8-11 

MAIN IDEA:  When partiality is present, love is absent.   3/12/17  
 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 

ü The Command Concerning Partiality (2:1) 
ü The Illustration Concerning Partiality (2:2-4) 
ü The Reasons Against Partiality (2:5-13) 

v The Impartiality of God (2:5-6a) 
v The Importance of the Inner Spiritual Condition (2:5-6a) 
v The Inconsistency of Partial Behavior (2:6b-7) 
v The Injunction of Love (2:8-11) 

 

Partiality:  making _________ simply on the basis of ________ considerations 
and then showing _________ treatment of one over another 

 

The fourth reason why partiality is wrong:  the ____________ of love (2:8-11) 
 

I.   PARTIALITY IS A VIOLATION OF ______ (James 2:8-9a). 
A.  Love is ___________ (2:8).     

Ø It is the ______   ____ (2:8a). 
ü It is a law—a ________, not an option. 
ü It is royal—__________ over all other laws. 
ü It is fulfilled when one exercises _____ for another. 

Ø It is exercised toward one’s __________ (2:8b; cp. Lev. 19:18).  
ü How it is _________ in the original context (cp. Lev. 19:13-18) 

o Don’t _______ or ____ your neighbor (Lev. 19:13). 
o ______ your neighbor fairly (Lev. 19:15). 
o Don’t ____ against your neighbor’s life (Lev. 19:16). 
o ______ your neighbor so as not to incur sin because of him (19:17). 
o _____ your neighbor as yourself (Lev. 19:18)—summary of the rest. 

ü How it is _________ in the New Testament (quoted in Matt. 5:43; 19:19; 
22:39; Mark 12:31, 33; Luke 10:27; Rom. 13:9; Gal. 5:14; Jas. 2:8)  

o It is one of the two greatest _____________ (Mark 12:28-31). 
o All the ____ and the _________ hang on it (Matt. 22:37-40). 
o It is a _______ and __________ of the law (Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 5:14). 
o It meets God’s _________ (Jas. 2:8).  
o It encompasses ____ men with whom we have contact (Lev. 19:34; 

Luke 10:25-37; Matt. 5:43-44).  
B.  Partiality is __________ (2:9a).    

Ø It is ___________ to _____ (cp. 2:8).  
Ø It is ___________ as _____ (2:9a). 

ü Missing the _____ of God’s standard (2:9a; cp. Rom. 3:23) 
ü ____________ God’s boundary (___________) (cp. 2:9b) 
ü _________ over God’s boundary (__________) (cp. 2:10)  

     

II.   PARTIALITY IS A VIOLATION OF THE _____ (James 2:9b-11).   
A.  The Law _________ him as a ____________ (2:9b)—the Law _________ him.     

Ø The Law ________ God’s standard of ________ (cp. Rom. 7:7, 12, 14). 



Ø The Law ________ sin (cp. Rom. 3:20; 7:7; Lev. 19:15; Deut. 1:17; 16:19).  
B.  The Law ____________ him ________ (2:10-11)—the Law ________ him.    
 Even one sin is a _______ matter to God.   

Ø Even one sin __________ . . . one violation of the Law makes one _______ 
of all (2:10).   

ü He has not literally broken _____ the other commandments.    
ü He has been brought under the ___________ of the whole Law (cp. 

Deut. 27:26; Gal. 3:10).  
Ø Even one sin cannot be ________ . . . one commandment is not _________ 

than another (2:11).   
ü Keeping one commandment does not ______ violating another one. 
ü Breaking one commandment makes one a ____________ of the law.   

 

To remove partiality from your life . . . 
o Confess partiality as ___ . . . missing the mark of God’s standard, transgressing and stumbling over 

God’s boundary.   
o Replace partiality with ____ . . . begin to demonstrate love to the person that you have rejected.   

Refuse to judge by outward standards . . . focus on his need . . . demonstrate love tangibly (Luke 10:25-37). 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How does showing partiality demonstrate a lack of love for the person?  What manifestations 

of partiality, favoritism, or prejudice in the world today or even in your own life are unloving? 
o What does it mean to love your neighbor “as yourself”?  How does a person display love for 

himself (cp. Eph. 5:28-29)?  How should he demonstrate this same love toward someone else? 
o How would you describe this kind of love?  Is it merely an emotion?  How has God shown love 

toward us?  How does this kind of love involve a sacrifice of self and surrendering of one’s will 
to meet the needs of others? 

o How does the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) illustrate the importance of not 
showing partiality and loving one’s neighbor?  How does it define who your neighbor is and 
how you can show him love? 

o What is the purpose of the Law (Rom. 3:19-20; 7:7-14; Gal. 2:14-21; 3:10-14, 21-25)?  How does 
the Law point out our sin?  Why can the Law not be used as a means of saving us from sin? 

o How does James’ reference to the Law in this passage (Jas. 2:8-11) show the seriousness of 
partiality (or any sin)?  How can this passage be used to show a sinner his need for salvation? 

o How does this passage illustrate the necessity of replacement rather than merely removal 
(putting on love instead of simply removing partiality)?  To which areas of partiality do you 
need to apply love? 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 2:12-13. 

o How do these verses relate to the previous context condemning partiality?  How do they 
present another reason why partiality should be eliminated? 

o What aspects of our behavior are presented in “so speak and so do”?  How is partiality 
displayed in these two areas of behavior? 

o These two verses speak of judging and judgment three times.  How does future judgment 
present a powerful incentive for eliminating partiality?  Will believers face judgment (cp. Rom. 
14:10-12; II Cor. 5:6-10; II Tim. 4:1-2)? 

o To what is “the law of liberty” referring?  How does it relate to the other nine uses of “law” in 
the book of James (cp. 1:25; 2:8, 9, 10, 11, 12; 4:11)?  Is it the same in 2:12 as in 1:25, referring 
to the Word of God in the context (cp. 1:22-25)? 

o How does showing mercy relate to partiality?  How does the parable in Matt. 18:23-35 show a 
lack of mercy shown while the parable in Luke 10:25-37 shows the opposite?  

o Does being shown no mercy imply loss of salvation?How does mercy triumph over judgment? 
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Partiality:  making distinctions simply on the basis of external considerations 
and then showing preferential treatment of one over another 

 

The fourth reason why partiality is wrong:  the injunction of love (2:8-11) 
 

I.   PARTIALITY IS A VIOLATION OF LOVE (James 2:8-9a). 
A.  Love is commended (2:8).     

Ø It is the royal law (2:8a). 
ü It is a law—a command, not an option. 
ü It is royal—sovereign over all other laws. 
ü It is fulfilled when one exercises love for another. 

Ø It is exercised toward one’s neighbor (2:8b; cp. Lev. 19:18).  
ü How it is expressed in the original context (cp. Lev. 19:13-18) 

o Don’t oppress or rob your neighbor (Lev. 19:13). 
o Judge your neighbor fairly (Lev. 19:15). 
o Don’t act against your neighbor’s life (Lev. 19:16). 
o Rebuke your neighbor so as not to incur sin because of him (19:17) 
o Love your neighbor as yourself (Lev. 19:18)—summary of the rest. 

ü How it is explained in the New Testament (quoted in Matt. 5:43; 19:19; 
22:39; Mark 12:31, 33; Luke 10:27; Rom. 13:9; Gal. 5:14; Jas. 2:8)  

o It is one of the two greatest commandments (Mark 12:28-31). 
o All the Law and the prophets hang on it (Matt. 22:37-40). 
o It is a summary and fulfillment of the law (Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 5:14). 
o It meets God’s approval (Jas. 2:8).  
o It encompasses all men with whom we have contact (Lev. 19:34; 

Luke 10:25-37; Matt. 5:43-44).  
B.  Partiality is condemned (2:9a).    

Ø It is contrasted to love (cp. 2:8).  
Ø It is condemned as sin (2:9a). 

ü Missing the mark of God’s standard (2:9a; cp. Rom. 3:23) 
ü Overstepping God’s boundary (transgressing) (cp. 2:9b) 
ü Tripping over God’s boundary (stumbling) (cp. 2:10)  

 

II.   PARTIALITY IS A VIOLATION OF THE LAW (James 2:9b-11).   
A.  The Law exposes him as a transgressor (2:9b)—the Law convicts him.     

Ø The Law reflects God’s standard of holiness (cp. Rom. 7:7, 12, 14). 



Ø The Law reveals sin (cp. Rom. 3:20; 7:7; Lev. 19:15; Deut. 1:17; 16:19).  
B.  The Law pronounces him guilty (2:10-11)—the Law condemns him.    
 Even one sin is a serious matter to God.   

Ø Even one sin condemns . . . one violation of the Law makes one guilty of 
all (2:10).   

ü He has not literally broken all the other commandments.    
ü He has been brought under the condemnation of the whole Law (cp. 

Deut. 27:26; Gal. 3:10).  
Ø Even one sin cannot be condoned . . . one commandment is not greater 

than another (2:11).   
ü Keeping one commandment does not justify violating another one. 
ü Breaking one commandment makes one a transgressor of the law.   

 

To remove partiality from your life . . . 
o Confess partiality as sin . . . missing the mark of God’s standard, transgressing and stumbling over 

God’s boundary.   
o Replace partiality with love . . . begin to demonstrate love to the person that you have rejected.  

Refuse to judge by outward standards . . . focus on his need . . . demonstrate love tangibly (Luke 10:25-37).   

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How does showing partiality demonstrate a lack of love for the person?  What manifestations 

of partiality, favoritism, or prejudice in the world today or even in your own life are unloving? 
o What does it mean to love your neighbor “as yourself”?  How does a person display love for 

himself (cp. Eph. 5:28-29)?  How should he demonstrate this same love toward someone else? 
o How would you describe this kind of love?  Is it merely an emotion?  How has God shown love 

toward us?  How does this kind of love involve a sacrifice of self and surrendering of one’s will 
to meet the needs of others? 

o How does the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) illustrate the importance of not 
showing partiality and loving one’s neighbor?  How does it define who your neighbor is and 
how you can show him love? 

o What is the purpose of the Law (Rom. 3:19-20; 7:7-14; Gal. 2:14-21; 3:10-14, 21-25)?  How does 
the Law point out our sin?  Why can the Law not be used as a means of saving us from sin? 

o How does James’ reference to the Law in this passage (Jas. 2:8-11) show the seriousness of 
partiality (or any sin)?  How can this passage be used to show a sinner his need for salvation? 

o How does this passage illustrate the necessity of replacement rather than merely removal 
(putting on love instead of simply removing partiality)?  To which areas of partiality do you 
need to apply love? 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
 Study James 2:12-13. 

o How do these verses relate to the previous context condemning partiality?  How do they 
present another reason why partiality should be eliminated? 

o What aspects of our behavior are presented in “so speak and so do”?  How is partiality 
displayed in these two areas of behavior? 

o These two verses speak of judging and judgment three times.  How does future judgment 
present a powerful incentive for eliminating partiality?  Will believers face judgment (cp. Rom. 
14:10-12; II Cor. 5:6-10; II Tim. 4:1-2)? 

o To what is “the law of liberty” referring?  How does it relate to the other nine uses of “law” in 
the book of James (cp. 1:25; 2:8, 9, 10, 11, 12; 4:11)?  Is it the same in 2:12 as in 1:25, referring 
to the Word of God in the context (cp. 1:22-25)? 

o How does showing mercy relate to partiality?  How does the parable in Matt. 18:23-35 show a 
lack of mercy shown while the parable in Luke 10:25-37 shows the opposite?  

o Does being shown no mercy imply loss of salvation?How does mercy triumph over judgment? 


