
EVIDENCE OF A FAITH THAT SAVES 
James 2:21-26 

MAIN IDEA:  There are living examples of true saving faith producing good works.        4/9/17 
An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 
o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 

ü The uselessness of inoperative faith (2:14-17) 
ü The barrenness of intellectual faith (2:18-20) 
ü The evidence of saving faith (2:21-26) 

“Faith without works is dead” (Jas. 2:17, 20, 26) . . . True saving faith produces good works. 
 

I.   THE TRUTH ______________:  __________ FROM THE JEWISH 
PAST (James 2:21-25) 
A.  The illustration of __________ (Jas. 2:21-24) 

Ø The specific ______ of Abraham’s ______ (2:21) 
ü The important ___________:  ____________ 

o _____ it is:  the judicial act of God whereby He ________   
________ the believing sinner 

o _____ it is needed 
v Man is ___________ (Rom. 3:10-20). 
v Man’s own _____-__________ is unacceptable to God (Rom. 

10:2-3; Isa. 64:6)—he needs God’s righteousness. 
o _____ it occurs 

v When one believes, God’s ___________ is ________ to him (put 
on his account) (Phil. 3:7-9; Rom. 4:1-5).   

v God declares the believing sinner ________ (Rom. 3:24,28; 4:1-5; 
5:1) (standing before God clothed in His righteousness). 

ü The supposed ___________:  _______ vs. _______ 
o They are not ____________, but ___________. 
o They are looking at two different ____________. 

v The ________:  __________ (Paul) / _________ (James) 
v The ________:  _____ to _____ salvation (Paul) / _________ to 

_________ salvation (James) 
v The ________:  the ______ of believing (Paul) / the _____ of the 

Christian life (James) 
v The ___________:  _______ declaration (Paul) / __________ 

declarations (James) 
v The ________:  against _______ (Paul) / against _______ (James) 

ü The key __________:  Gen. ___ vs. Gen. ___ (cp. Jas. 2:21, 23) 
o Gen. 15:  Abraham’s _____ of saving faith; initial declaration                         

Gen. 22: Abraham’s supreme __________ of faith; subsequent 
declaration 

o Abraham’s justification by faith (Gen. 15) did not need to be 
_________ or _____ by works. 

o Abraham’s justification by faith did not need to be _________. 
o Abraham’s justification by faith was _________ and _________ 

when he demonstrated that his faith was genuine (Gen. 22).   
Ø The close _________ between Abraham’s ______ and ______ (2:22-23) 

ü His faith was _______ together with his works—______ came first, 
_____ followed (2:22a). 

ü His faith was brought to its _____ by works (2:22b). 
ü His act of faith brought about a ___________ of Gen. 15:6 (2:23).     



Ø The general _________ concerning ___________ (2:24) 
ü A man is justified by ______, and not by ______ only. 
ü Justification by _____ is before ____, and justification by ______ is 

before ____.   
ü Through our _____ God ________ our justification through faith.   

B.  The illustration of __________ (Jas. 2:25) 
Ø The __________ of Rahab’s ___________ (2:25a) 

ü Her faith in the LORD ________ works (cp. Josh.2:8-11; Heb.11:31).   
ü Her works ___________ her faith and _________ her justification.   

Ø The ____________ of Rahab’s ____________ (2:25b) 
ü She is an illustration of an ________   _____ (cp. Josh. 2:1; 6:17, 

25; Heb. 11:31; Jas. 2:25).   
ü She is an illustration of _____   _____ (cp. Josh. 6:17-25; Matt. 1:5). 
ü She is an illustration of _______   _____ (cp. Heb. 11:31; Jas. 2:25; 

Josh. 2:8-11).  This faith was demonstrated by her ______: 
o She _________ the messengers. 
o She _____ them out another way. 

 

II.   THE TRUTH __________:  ___________ OF A SAVING FAITH (James 
2:26; cp. 2:17, 20)  
A.  The                    is _______: the ____ is lifeless without the _____ (Jas.2:26a)        
B.  The _________ is _______: _____ which produces no ______ is lifeless 

(2:26b; cp. 2:17, 20). 
True saving faith produces good works (“by faith . . .”—cp. Heb. 11:4,5,7,8-10,11-12,17-19,20, 
21,22,23,24-28,29-30,31,32-40).  Abraham and Rahab are only two of many Old Testament examples! 

 

o Where there is genuine faith, _____ will follow.  
o The works that follow merely ______ the justification which has already taken place by faith.   
o The works in your Christian life should ______ God (Matt. 5:16) and _____ others (Tit. 3:1, 5, 8, 14).   
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o What is the climactic act which gave evidence of Abraham’s justification?  How does this 

relate to Abraham previously having righteousness put on his account (Gen. 15:6)? 
o How would you explain to someone the relationship between faith and works (cp. Jas. 2:22)? 
o How would you explain the different perspectives of Paul and James in regard to justification 

(cp. Rom. 3:28; Jas. 2:24)? 
o Do you understand the biblical meaning of justification?  What does the imputation of righ-

teousness truly mean?  How should this doctrine of justification affect your Christian life?  
What kind of assurance and confidence should it bring to your life? 

o Why was Abraham called “the friend of God” (cp. Jas. 2:23)?  What should be true in your life 
in order to have this designation? 

o How was Rahab’s faith demonstrated?  How did God reward her for this? 
o How would you explain to someone this repeated concept:  faith without works is dead? 
o As you examine your own life, do good works give evidence of your faith in Christ?   

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 3:1-4. 

o What warning does James give to those who teach (3:1)?  Why is this warning given?  How 
should this affect you in any teaching that you present? 

o How does James express honesty in verse 2?  How does he present the difficulty of taming 
the tongue?  To what does a “perfect” man refer? 

o What illustrations does James present in verse 3-4 of the tongue and the necessity of 
controlling it?  What principles can be drawn from these illustrations? 

o What practical steps do you need to take to bring your tongue under control? 
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o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 

ü The uselessness of inoperative faith (2:14-17) 
ü The barrenness of intellectual faith (2:18-20) 
ü The evidence of saving faith (2:21-26) 

“Faith without works is dead” (Jas. 2:17, 20, 26) . . . True saving faith produces good works. 
 

I.   THE TRUTH DEMONSTRATED:  EXAMPLES FROM THE JEWISH 
PAST (James 2:21-25) 
A.  The illustration of Abraham (Jas. 2:21-24) 

Ø The specific proof of Abraham’s faith (2:21) 
ü The important definition:  justification 

o What it is:  the judicial act of God whereby He declares righteous   
the believing sinner 

o Why it is needed 
v Man is unrighteous (Rom. 3:10-20). 
v Man’s own self-righteousness is unacceptable to God (Rom. 

10:2-3; Isa. 64:6)—he needs God’s righteousness. 
o How it occurs 

v When one believes, God’s righteousness is imputed to him (put 
on his account) (Phil. 3:7-9; Rom. 4:1-5).   

v God declares the believing sinner righteous (Rom. 3:24,28; 4:1-5; 
5:1) (standing before God clothed in His righteousness). 

ü The supposed contradiction:  Paul vs. James 
o They are not contradictory, but supplementary. 
o They are looking at two different perspectives. 

v The person:  unbeliever (Paul) / believer (James) 
v The works:  efforts to attain salvation (Paul) / evidences to 

demonstrate salvation (James) 
v The time:  the point of believing (Paul) / the span of the Christian 

life (James) 
v The justification:  initial declaration (Paul) / subsequent declar-

ations (James) 
v The attack:  against legalism (Paul) / against license (James) 

ü The key distinction:  Gen. 15 vs. Gen. 22 (cp. Jas. 2:21, 23) 
o Gen. 15:  Abraham’s point of saving faith; initial declaration                         

Gen. 22: Abraham’s supreme demonstration of faith; subsequent 
declaration 

o Abraham’s justification by faith (Gen. 15) did not need to be 
maintained or kept by works. 

o Abraham’s justification by faith did not need to be improved. 
o Abraham’s justification by faith was confirmed and restarted 

when he demonstrated that his faith was genuine (Gen. 22).   
Ø The close connection between Abraham’s faith and works (2:22-23) 

ü His faith was working together with his works—faith came first, 
works followed (2:22a). 

ü His faith was brought to its goal by works (2:22b). 
ü His act of faith brought about a fulfillment of Gen. 15:6 (2:23).     



Ø The general conclusion concerning justification (2:24) 
ü A man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 
ü Justification by faith is before God, and justification by works is 

before men.   
ü Through our works God confirms our justification through faith.   

B.  The illustration of Rahab (Jas. 2:25) 
Ø The declaration of Rahab’s justification (2:25a) 

ü Her faith in the LORD produced works (cp.Josh.2:8-11; Heb.11:31).   
ü Her works demonstrated her faith and confirmed her justification.   

Ø The demonstration of Rahab’s justification (2:25b) 
ü She is an illustration of an immoral past (cp. Josh. 2:1; 6:17, 25; 

Heb. 11:31; Jas. 2:25).   
ü She is an illustration of God’s grace (cp. Josh. 6:17-25; Matt. 1:5). 
ü She is an illustration of genuine faith (cp. Heb. 11:31; Jas. 2:25; 

Josh. 2:8-11).  This faith was demonstrated by her works: 
o She received the messengers. 
o She sent them out another way. 

 

II.   THE TRUTH DECLARED:  EVIDENCE OF A SAVING FAITH (James 
2:26; cp. 2:17, 20)  
A.  The illustration is recorded: the body is lifeless without the spirit (Jas.2:26a)        
B.  The instruction is repeated: faith which produces no works is lifeless 

(2:26b; cp. 2:17, 20). 
True saving faith produces good works (“by faith . . .”—cp. Heb. 11:4,5,7,8-10,11-12,17-19,20, 
21,22,23,24-28,29-30,31,32-40).  Abraham and Rahab are only two of many Old Testament examples! 

 

o Where there is genuine faith, works will follow.  
o The works that follow merely confirm the justification which has already taken place by faith.   
o The works in your Christian life should glorify God (Matt. 5:16) and serve others (Tit. 3:1, 5, 8, 14).   
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o What is the climactic act which gave evidence of Abraham’s justification?  How does this 

relate to Abraham previously having righteousness put on his account (Gen. 15:6)? 
o How would you explain to someone the relationship between faith and works (cp. Jas. 2:22)? 
o How would you explain the different perspectives of Paul and James in regard to justification 

(cp. Rom. 3:28; Jas. 2:24)? 
o Do you understand the biblical meaning of justification?  What does the imputation of righ-

teousness truly mean?  How should this doctrine of justification affect your Christian life?  
What kind of assurance and confidence should it bring to your life? 

o Why was Abraham called “the friend of God” (cp. Jas. 2:23)?  What should be true in your life 
in order to have this designation? 

o How was Rahab’s faith demonstrated?  How did God reward her for this? 
o How would you explain to someone this repeated concept:  faith without works is dead? 
o As you examine your own life, do good works give evidence of your faith in Christ?   

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 3:1-4. 

o What warning does James give to those who teach (3:1)?  Why is this warning given?  How 
should this affect you in any teaching that you present? 

o How does James express honesty in verse 2?  How does he present the difficulty of taming 
the tongue?  To what does a “perfect” man refer? 

o What illustrations does James present in verse 3-4 of the tongue and the necessity of 
controlling it?  What principles can be drawn from these illustrations? 

o What practical steps do you need to take to bring your tongue under control? 
 


