
SMALL . . . BUT MIGHTY 
James 3:1-4 

MAIN IDEA:  The tongue is powerful for good or evil, and the key to its use is control.             
4/30/17 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 
o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 
o Concerning the Tongue (3:1-12) 

ü A controlled tongue (3:1-5a) 
v The importance of a controlled tongue (3:1-2) 
v The illustrations of a controlled tongue (3:3-5a) 

 

Why is control of the tongue so vital?  Because of four major reasons . . .  
 

I.   THE __________ OF FUTURE __________________ (James 3:1) 
A.  A greater _____________ for _________ (Jas. 3:1) 

Ø The _________ of teacher:  one who serves in the _______ of a teacher 
(Acts 11:25-26; 13:1; Eph. 4:11-12; Heb. 5:12); one who teaches in an 
_________ sense (Acts 13:5, 15; I Cor.14:26-34; Col. 3:16) 

Ø The _________ for teaching:  ______; Sunday _____; Children’s ______; ______; 
Youth ______; Bible _____; One-to-One ________; Christian ______; _____ Teach-
ing; _________; and more . . . 

Ø The _________ for teaching—ask yourself these questions before you teach: 
ü Have I adequately __________ through Bible study and prayer? 
ü Is my teaching completely ______ according to the Scriptures? 
ü Is it given in the right ______? 
ü Am I personally willing to ______ it? 

B.  A personal ______________ for _____ (cp. Jas. 2:12; Matt. 12:34-37) 
Ø We will all be held ___________ for what we _____ (cp. Matt. 12:34-37). 
Ø We should watch what we _____ in light of that future ________ (Jas. 2:12).   

 

II.   THE _____________ TO PERSONAL ______ (James 3:2a) 
A.  Not many should be _________ because all _________, especially in ________ 

(cp. I Kings 8:46; Prov. 20:9; Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 3:9, 23; I John 1:8).        
B.  “_______” is a term for ____ (Jas. 2:10)—not a fatal _____, but a certain 

________ in progress.    
 

III.   THE _______ OF SPIRITUAL _______________ (James 3:2b) 

A.  One who does not stumble in word is a ________ (________) man, marked by 
full _____-_______. 

B.  One not stumbling in word is able also to _______ the ______ body, 
demonstrating _______ over _____ in the other areas of life as well.   

 

IV.  THE _______ IN A SMALL _______________ (James 3:3-5a) 
A.  The _____________ of the ________ (Jas. 3:3-4) 

Ø The illustration of a ____ for a ______ (3:3) 
ü The differing _________ (3:3a)—______ bit, ______ horse 
ü The designed ________ (3:3b)—that they may _____ us 



ü The dynamic ______ (3:3c)—______ about their whole body 
Ø The illustration of a ______ on a ____ (3:4) 

ü The differing _________ (3:4a)—______ rudder, ______ ship 
ü The designed ________ (3:4b)—that it may _____ and ______ ship 
ü The dynamic ______ (3:4c)—______ ship wherever pilot wills 

  B.  The _____________ concerning the _________ (Jas. 3:5a) 
Ø It is a ______ member, but it exerts power over the _____ life.   
Ø It is _____, but it boasts ______ things.   

 
o The tongue is a small instrument, but it exerts great ______ for good or for evil.   
o The control of the tongue is difficult and even impossible apart from the ______ power (cp.Jas.3:7-8). 
o The anticipation of future ________ should motivate you to take seriously controlling your tongue. 
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Why is control of the tongue so vital?  Because of four major reasons . . .  
 

I.   THE PROMISE OF FUTURE ACCOUNTABILITY (James 3:1) 
A.  A greater responsibility for teachers (Jas. 3:1) 

Ø The position of teacher:  one who serves in the office of a teacher (Acts 
11:25-26; 13:1; Eph. 4:11-12; Heb. 5:12); one who teaches in an informal 
sense (Acts 13:5, 15; I Cor.14:26-34; Col. 3:16) 

Ø The platform for teaching:  Pulpit; Sunday School; Children’s Church; Awana; 
Youth Group; Bible Studies; One-to-One Discipling; Christian School; Home 
Teaching; Counseling; and more . . . 

Ø The preparation for teaching—ask yourself these questions before you teach: 
ü Have I adequately prepared through Bible study and prayer? 
ü Is my teaching completely accurate according to the Scriptures? 
ü Is it given in the right spirit? 
ü Am I personally willing to obey it? 

B.  A personal accountability for all (cp. Jas. 2:12; Matt. 12:34-37) 
Ø We will all be held accountable for what we say (cp. Matt. 12:34-37). 
Ø We should watch what we say in light of that future judgment (Jas. 2:12).   

 

II.   THE PRONENESS TO PERSONAL SIN (James 3:2a) 
A.  Not many should be teachers because all stumble, especially in speech (cp. I 

Kings 8:46; Prov. 20:9; Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 3:9, 23; I John 1:8).        
B.  “Stumble” is a term for sin (Jas. 2:10)—not a fatal fall, but a certain hindrance 

in progress.    
 

III.   THE PROOF OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY (James 3:2b) 

A.  One who does not stumble in word is a perfect (mature) man, marked by full 
self-control. 

B.  One not stumbling in word is able also to bridle the whole body, demonstrat-
ing control over sin in the other areas of life as well.   

 

IV.  THE POWER IN A SMALL INSTRUMENT (James 3:3-5a) 
A.  The illustrations of the truth (Jas. 3:3-4) 

Ø The illustration of a bit for a horse (3:3) 
ü The differing proportion (3:3a)—small bit, large horse 
ü The designed purpose (3:3b)—that they may obey us 



ü The dynamic power (3:3c)—turns about their whole body 
Ø The illustration of a rudder on a ship (3:4) 

ü The differing proportion (3:4a)—small rudder, large ship 
ü The designed purpose (3:4b)—that it may steer and direct ship 
ü The dynamic power (3:4c)—turns ship wherever pilot wills 

  B.  The instruction concerning the tongue (Jas. 3:5a) 
Ø It is a small member, but it exerts power over the entire life.   
Ø It is small, but it boasts great things.   

 

o The tongue is a small instrument, but it exerts great power for good or for evil.   
o The control of the tongue is difficult and even impossible apart from the Spirit’s power (cp.Jas.3:7-8). 
o The anticipation of future judgment should motivate you to take seriously controlling your tongue. 
 


