
WHOSE CHILDREN ARE THEY? 
Psalm 127 

  5/14/17 
      MAIN IDEA:  Remember who gives you your children and how they must be raised.   
 

I. HOW CHILDREN SHOULD BE ___________ (Psalm 127:1-2) 
A.  Children ______ be raised ______ God’s blessing and enablement.   
B.  Children cannot be ____________ raised __________ God’s blessing and 

enablement.  The necessity of God’s blessing is seen in four areas: 
• In __________ a _______ (Psa. 127:1a) 

Ø Mere human _____ and ________ are not enough to ______ a house.  
Ø God gives the _____ and ________ to build it (cp. Deut. 8:17-18). 

• In __________ a _______ (Psa. 127:1b) 
Ø Mere human _________ are not enough to _________ a city. 
Ø God must be our _______ and __________ (cp. Psa. 121:3-8). 

• In __________ a _______ (Psa. 127:2) 
Ø Mere human ______________ is not enough to _________ a job. 
Ø God is able to provide and meet our _______ when we are _______ 

and ________ (cp. Ex. 14:13-14; Isa. 30:7, 15; Matt. 6:25-34).   
• In __________ a _______ (Psa. 127:3-5) 

Ø Mere human _________ is not enough to ______ a family. 
Ø God alone _______ a family with __________ and gives you the 

________ to raise them successfully. 
 

II. HOW CHILDREN SHOULD BE ________________ (Psalm 127:3-5) 
How parents should view their children: 

A. Recognize them as a precious _________ from the Lord (Psa. 127:3). 
• Parents have a great ___________ in having children.   

Ø Children are an ___________ or _____ from the Lord, not earned. 
v The same term is used of Israel’s ____________, Canaan. 
v The term means “property” or “possession,” implying an 

___________ given to someone—God’s _________ assigned to 
you (Chuck Swindoll, p. 52).    

Ø Children are a _______ from the Lord, a sign of God’s _______. 
v They are given as a ______ from the Lord, not as a ________. 
v They are given ______ by the Lord, not as a reward _______. 

• Parents have a great _______________ in having children. 
Ø They are your ____________, for which you are ____________. 
Ø They are _________ by the Lord, not ________ by you.   

B. Recognize them as an essential ______ in later years (Psa. 127:4, 5b). 
• As _______, they provide ___________ and ________ for aging parents.  
• Like _______ . . . 

Ø They must be ___________. 
Ø They must be ___________. 
Ø They can _________ you. 
Ø They can _________ you (cp.Prov.10:1,5; 15:20; 17:21,25; 19:13; 29:15).   

C. Recognize them as a resulting __________ in your hearts (Psa. 127:5a). 
Two misconceptions concerning a “full quiver”: 

• It doesn’t necessarily mean having ____ to _______ children. 
• It doesn’t necessarily equal __________ and _____ in _______ case.   

 

v Parents must recognize God’s __________ in giving them children.   
v Parents must realize that God’s ___________ is essential in bringing them up.   



WHOSE CHILDREN ARE THEY? 
Psalm 127 

5/14/17 
      MAIN IDEA:  Remember who gives you your children and how they must be raised.   
 

I.  HOW CHILDREN SHOULD BE RAISED (Psalm 127:1-2) 
A.  Children must be raised with God’s blessing and enablement.   
B.  Children cannot be successfully raised without God’s blessing and 

enablement.  The necessity of God’s blessing is seen in four areas: 
• In building a house (Psa. 127:1a) 

Ø Mere human skill and strength are not enough to build a house.  
Ø God gives the skill and strength to build it (cp. Deut. 8:17-18). 

• In guarding a city (Psa. 127:1b) 
Ø Mere human measures are not enough to protect a city. 
Ø God must be our Guard and Watchman (cp. Psa. 121:3-8). 

• In performing a job (Psa. 127:2) 
Ø Mere human perseverance is not enough to complete a job. 
Ø God is able to provide and meet our needs when we are asleep and 

inactive (cp. Ex. 14:13-14; Isa. 30:7, 15; Matt. 6:25-34).   
• In establishing a family (Psa. 127:3-5) 

Ø Mere human wisdom is not enough to raise a family. 
Ø God alone blesses a family with children and gives you the ability 

to raise them successfully. 
 

II.  HOW CHILDREN SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED (Psalm 127:3-5) 
How parents should view their children: 

A. Recognize them as a precious heritage from the Lord (Psa. 127:3). 
• Parents have a great privilege in having children.   

Ø Children are an inhertance or gift from the Lord, not earned. 
v The same term is used of Israel’s inheritance, Canaan. 
v The term means “property” or “possession,” implying an 

assignment given to someone—God’s property assigned to 
you (Chuck Swindoll, p. 52).    

Ø Children are a reward from the Lord, a sign of God’s favor. 
v They are given as a favor from the Lord, not as a burden. 
v They are given freely by the Lord, not as a reward earned. 

• Parents have a great responsibility in having children. 
Ø They are your assignment, for which you are accountable. 
Ø They are loaned by the Lord, not owned by you.   

B. Recognize them as an essential help in later years (Psa. 127:4, 5b). 
• As arrows, they provide protection and support for aging parents.  
• Like arrows . . . 

Ø They must be prepared. 
Ø They must be pointed. 
Ø They can protect you. 
Ø They can pierce you (cp.Prov.10:1,5; 15:20; 17:21,25; 19:13; 29:15).   

C. Recognize them as a resulting happiness in your hearts (Psa. 127:5a). 
Two misconceptions concerning a “full quiver”: 

• It doesn’t necessarily mean having six to twelve children. 
• It doesn’t necessarily equal happiness and joy in every case.   

 

v Parents must recognize God’s blessings in giving them children.   
v Parents must realize that God’s enablement is essential in bringing them up.   


