
THE TWO SIDES OF WISDOM 
James 3:13-18 

MAIN IDEA:  There are two sides of wisdom . . . which one describes you?                          6/4/17 
An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 
o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 
o Concerning the Tongue (3:1-12) 
o Concerning Wisdom (3:13-18) 

 

I.   HOW WISDOM IS _____________ (James 3:13) 
Misconceptions About Wisdom: 

v Wisdom is equal to _________. (It is __________ of knowledge to everyday life.) 
v Wisdom is expressed mainly by what we ___. (It is seen by ________ and ______.) 

A.  Demonstrated by our __________ (Jas. 3:13a)—overall ________, good ______ 
B.  Demonstrated by our __________ (Jas. 3:13b) 

Ø Relates directly to our interpersonal __________, our __________ of others 
Ø Attitude of _________ and ___________ toward others 
Ø Not _________, but ______ under ________ (cp. Matt 11:29; John 2:13-17)  

 

II.   HOW WISDOM IS _____________ (James 3:14-18) 
A.  _______ wisdom (Jas. 3:14-16) 

Ø ______ it __________ (3:14) 
ü _____   ______ (cp.Rom. 13:13; I Cor.3:3; Gal.5:19-21; Acts 5:17; 13:45) 
ü ______   _________ (cp. Gal. 5:20; Phil. 1:16-17; 2:3) 
ü _________   ________ 

v A result of bitter _________ and selfish _________ 
v Results in ________ against the ______ 

Ø ______ it __________ (3:15) 
ü __________:  not descending from _______ 
ü __________ 

v _________ . . . not __________ 
v _________ . . . not __________ 
v _________ . . . not __________ 

Ø ______ it __________ (3:16) 
ü ________--instability, disturbance, confusion (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 
ü Every ____   _____--all forms of ____                            New Testament Words, I:227) 

B.  _______ wisdom (Jas. 3:17-18) 
Ø ______ it __________ (3:17a) 

ü From ________ (cp. 3:15) 
ü From ________  
ü From _____ the ________ (cp. 1:5, 17; Prov. 2:6) 

Ø ______ it __________ (3:17b) 
ü _______--__________ to all that follows; ________; uncontaminated 
ü _________--________, promoting _____, _____, ______ in relationships 
ü ___________--_________, not standing up for ______, ______ for 

others’ feelings 



ü ______ to _____--obedient, _______, willing to _____ from /______ to 
others 

ü Full of ______, good _____--_______ toward those in _______, 
resulting in _______ help (cp. Jas. 1:27; 2:15-16) 

ü ___________--not ________, not __________, ________ in convictions 
ü ______________--_________, _______, never _______ or ________ 

Ø ______ it __________ (3:18) 
ü ________ of _____________--what the peacemakers ____ (cp. 3:16) 
ü ________--how they ____, what they _______ (cp. 3:16) 

 

o Modify your __________ of wisdom. . . how have you incorrectly viewed wisdom?  
o Identify your __________ of wisdom. . . which kind of wisdom characterizes you? 
o Intensify your __________ of wisdom. . . how can you acquire heavenly wisdom? 

§ ________ yourself through prayer (Jas. 1:5-8). 
§ _______ yourself in God’s Word (Psa. 19:7; 119:98-100, 130). 
§ ______ yourself to the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How is true wisdom demonstrated (James 3:13)?  Is it merely demonstrated in what we say?  

How does James exhort us to demonstrate it (3:13)? 
o How do verses 14-18 relate back to verse 13?  How does the emphasis on conduct in verse 13 

relate to the outflow of conduct in verses 14-18? 
o Do you see a direct contrast between verses 14-16 and verses 17-18?  Draw out contrasts using 

a chart, marking off three columns:  how it behaves, where it originates, and what it produces.   
o How do the characteristics described in verses 14 and 16 flow out of selfishness?  How do the 

qualities described in verse 17 demonstrate a selflessness (lack of selfishness)?   
o How do these verses define the source of these two kinds of wisdom (verses 15 and 17)?  

Considering these sources, who imparts both kinds of wisdom? 
o How does the description of true wisdom (verse 17) differ from the description of false wisdom 

(verse 14)?  Can you think of examples in Scripture of men and women who demonstrated both 
kinds of wisdom?  Which description best describes your life? 

o How do the results of true wisdom (verse 18) differ from the results of false wisdom (verse 16)?  
What evils (“every evil thing”) flow from false wisdom?  How do the peacemakers demonstrate 
true wisdom by sowing the fruit of righteousness in peace? 

o What areas of your life need to change to demonstrate true wisdom?  How can false wisdom be 
replaced with true wisdom in your life?   

o How can you get true wisdom?  What place does the Holy Spirit, God’s Word, and prayer play? 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 4:1-3. 

o How does the end of chapter 3 (verses 13-18) relate to the first part of chapter 4 (verses 1-3)? 
What contrasts do you see?  How do the first three verses of chapter 4 display false wisdom? 

o What part do our own selfish desires play in fights and conflicts among believers (verse 1)?  
How does James answer the first question in verse 1 with the second question?  Think of 
specific conflicts between people:  how were selfish desires the root cause of the conflict?  

o How do selfish desires wage war both among us and within us (v.1; Rom. 7:14-15; Gal.5:16-17)? 
o What is the result of lusting and not having (verse 2a)?  What is the result of coveting and not 

obtaining (verse 2b)?  (The New American Standard translations conveys this meaning well.)  
What are the results of unfulfilled desires (verse 2)? 

o What are the two reasons for unfulfilled desires (verses 2b-3)?  How do not asking and asking 
for selfish motives prevent us from getting what we want?  How do both hinder our prayer life? 

o How do these verses relate to your relationship with others and with God?  What steps do you 
need to take to make changes in both relationships, in light of this passage? 



THE TWO SIDES OF WISDOM 
James 3:13-18 

MAIN IDEA:  There are two sides of wisdom . . . which one describes you?                          6/4/17 
An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 
o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 
o Concerning the Tongue (3:1-12) 
o Concerning Wisdom (3:13-18) 

 

I.   HOW WISDOM IS DEMONSTRATED (James 3:13) 
Misconceptions About Wisdom: 

v Wisdom is equal to knowledge. (It is application of knowledge to everyday life.) 
v Wisdom is expressed mainly by what we say. (It is seen by behavior and actions.) 

A.  Demonstrated by our behavior (Jas. 3:13a)—overall behavior, good works 
B.  Demonstrated by our meekness (Jas. 3:13b) 

Ø Relates directly to our interpersonal relationships, our treatment of others 
Ø Attitude of humility and gentleness toward others 
Ø Not weakness, but power under control (cp. Matt 11:29; John 2:13-17)  

 

II.   HOW WISDOM IS DESCRIBED (James 3:14-18) 
A.  False wisdom (Jas. 3:14-16) 

Ø How it behaves (3:14) 
ü Bitter jealousy (cp.Rom. 13:13; I Cor.3:3; Gal. 5:19-21; Acts 5:17; 13:45) 
ü Selfish ambition (cp. Gal. 5:20; Phil. 1:16-17; 2:3) 
ü Egotistical boasting 

v A result of bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 
v Results in boasting against the truth 

Ø Where it originates (3:15) 
ü Negatively:  not descending from above 
ü Positively 

v Earthly . . . not heavenly 
v Natural . . . not spiritual 
v Demonic . . . not divine 

Ø What it produces (3:16) 
ü Disorder--instability, disturbance, confusion (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of  
ü Every evil thing--all forms of evil                            New Testament Words, I:227) 

B.  True wisdom (Jas. 3:17-18) 
Ø Where it originates (3:17a) 

ü From above (cp. 3:15) 
ü From heaven  
ü From God the Father (cp. 1:5, 17; Prov. 2:6) 

Ø How it behaves (3:17b) 
ü Pure--foundational to all that follows; undefiled; uncontaminated 
ü Peaceable--peaceful, promoting peace, unity, harmony in relationships 
ü Gentle--yielding, not standing up for rights, respect for others’ feelings 
ü Willing to yield--obedient, compliant, willing to learn from / listen to 

others 



ü Full of mercy, good fruits—compassion toward those in distress, 
resulting in practical help (cp. Jas. 1:27; 2:15-16) 

ü Unwavering--not hesitating, not vacillating, consistent in convictions 
ü Unhypocritical--genuine, sincere, never pretends or deceives 

Ø What it produces (3:18) 
ü Fruit of righteousness--what the peacemakers sow (cp. 3:16) 
ü Peace--how they sow, what they produce (cp. 3:16) 

 

o Modify your perception of wisdom. . . how have you incorrectly viewed wisdom?  
o Identify your possession of wisdom. . . which kind of wisdom characterizes you? 
o Intensify your pursuit of wisdom. . . how can you acquire heavenly wisdom? 

§ Strengthen yourself through prayer (Jas. 1:5-8). 
§ Saturate yourself in God’s Word (Psa. 19:7; 119:98-100, 130). 
§ Submit yourself to the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). 

 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 

o How is true wisdom demonstrated (James 3:13)?  Is it merely demonstrated in what we say?  
How does James exhort us to demonstrate it (3:13)? 

o How do verses 14-18 relate back to verse 13?  How does the emphasis on conduct in verse 13 
relate to the outflow of conduct in verses 14-18? 

o Do you see a direct contrast between verses 14-16 and verses 17-18?  Draw out contrasts using 
a chart, marking off three columns:  how it behaves, where it originates, and what it produces.   

o How do the characteristics described in verses 14 and 16 flow out of selfishness?  How do the 
qualities described in verse 17 demonstrate a selflessness (lack of selfishness)?   

o How do these verses define the source of these two kinds of wisdom (verses 15 and 17)?  
Considering these sources, who imparts both kinds of wisdom? 

o How does the description of true wisdom (verse 17) differ from the description of false wisdom 
(verse 14)?  Can you think of examples in Scripture of men and women who demonstrated both 
kinds of wisdom?  Which description best describes your life? 

o How do the results of true wisdom (verse 18) differ from the results of false wisdom (verse 16)?  
What evils (“every evil thing”) flow from false wisdom?  How do the peacemakers demonstrate 
true wisdom by sowing the fruit of righteousness in peace? 

o What areas of your life need to change to demonstrate true wisdom?  How can false wisdom be 
replaced with true wisdom in your life?   

o How can you get true wisdom?  What place does the Holy Spirit, God’s Word, and prayer play? 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 4:1-3. 

o How does the end of chapter 3 (verses 13-18) relate to the first part of chapter 4 (verses 1-3)? 
What contrasts do you see?  How do the first three verses of chapter 4 display false wisdom? 

o What part do our own selfish desires play in fights and conflicts among believers (verse 1)?  
How does James answer the first question in verse 1 with the second question?  Think of 
specific conflicts between people:  how were selfish desires the root cause of the conflict?  

o How do selfish desires wage war both among us and within us (v.1; Rom. 7:14-15; Gal.5:16-17)? 
o What is the result of lusting and not having (verse 2a)?  What is the result of coveting and not 

obtaining (verse 2b)?  (The New American Standard translations conveys this meaning well.)  
What are the results of unfulfilled desires (verse 2)? 

o What are the two reasons for unfulfilled desires (verses 2b-3)?  How do not asking and asking 
for selfish motives prevent us from getting what we want?  How do both hinder our prayer life? 

o How do these verses relate to your relationship with others and with God?  What steps do you 
need to take to make changes in both relationships, in light of this passage? 

 


