
HOW TO HAVE A CHURCH FIGHT 
James 4:1-3 

         MAIN IDEA: The source of conflicts in your life can often be traced to desires in your heart.                          
6/11/17 

An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 
o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 
o Concerning the Tongue (3:1-12) 
o Concerning Wisdom (3:13-18) 
o Concerning Worldliness (4:1-10) 

ü The Problem (4:1-5) 
v Displayed in Church Fights (4:1-3) 
v Displayed in World Friendship (4:4-5) 

ü The Solution (4:6-10) 
 
 

I.   YOUR OWN DESIRES: ______ THEY CAN _______ (James 4:1-5) 
 
A.  They create interpersonal _______ (4:1-3)—your relationship with _______. . . 

the battle _______ us (cp. Jas. 3:14-16). 
 
B.  They create internal ________ (4:1)—your relationship with _______. . . the 

battle _______ us (cp. Jas. 1:13-15).   
 
C.  They create intentional __________ (4:4-5)—your relationship with _____. . . 

the battle _______ us.   
 

II.   YOUR OWN DESIRES:  ______ THEY CANNOT ________ (James 4:2a) 
 
A.  We have selfish ________:  we are __________ to get what we want.   
 
B.  We often experience ____________:  we don’t ________ get what we want. 

 
C.  This results in a __________:  we do _______   ___   ____ to get what we want.  

Ø You ____ and do not _____. . . so you _______. 
Ø You ______ and cannot _______. . . so you _____ and _______.   

 
 
 

III.   YOUR OWN DESIRES:  ____ THEY ARE ____________ (James 4:2b-3) 
 
A.  The first reason:  a lack of _______ (Jas.4:2b)—not ________ God with your 

desires 
Ø Why your desires are _________: you don’t ___ (cp.Matt. 7:7-11; Phil. 4:6-7). 
Ø What you should do with your _________:  ________ them to God. 

 
B.  The second reason:  a lack of asking ________ (Jas. 4:3)—driven by _______ 

motives 
Ø Why your desires are __________:  you ask with _______ motives.  



Ø What you should do with your _______ 
ü Check your _______ in asking—confess ________ motives, ask with ______ 

motives. 
ü Submit your ________ to God’s will—ask in accordance with His ______ (cp.     

I John 5:14-15).   
 

o Accept personal ___________ for conflicts in your life.  What selfish desires are you harboring? 
o Yield all personal _______ to God.  Seek what God wants rather than what you want. 

§ Seek God’s glory and will, not your own will (Matt. 26:39). 
§ Seek what is best for others, not your own personal enjoyment (I Cor. 6:7). 
§ Seek peace in your relationships with others, not fights and quarrels (Eph. 4:1-3; Jas. 3:17-18). 

o _______ yourself in the Lord (cp. Psa. 37:4).  Then He will give you your desires. . . and often change them.   
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How does the previous passage (3:13-18) relate to this passage (4:1-3)?  What comparisons and 

contrasts do you see? 
o Where is the true source of wars and fights, whether in nations, families, churches, or 

individuals (verse 1)?  How is this demonstrated in specific situations? 
o To what kind of desires is James referring?  Are the desires of our hearts always selfish and 

evil?  What makes the difference in classifying these desires? 
o What are the results of the desires (verse 2)?  Do we get what we want?  What do we do if we 

don’t get what we want?  
o Are the results of not getting what we want always this dramatic (murder, fights, etc.)?  What 

other consequences come in our lives and our relationships as a result of unfulfilled desires?   
o What are the two reasons why our desires are often not fulfilled (verses 2b-3)?   
o How does the first reason for not having (verse 2b) relate to what Jesus commanded in Matt. 

7:7-11 and what Paul instructed in Phil. 4:6-7? 
o Concerning the second reason, what does it mean to “ask amiss” (NKJV) (verse 3)?  How does 

the last phrase in verse 2 amplify and clarify what is meant by asking amiss? 
o How often do you check your motives in making requests to God?  How do you determine 

whether your motive is right or wrong?     
o What selfish desires in your own heart are creating conflicts in your life, whether in your own 

heart or in your relationship with others?  What can you do to bring about peace where conflict 
has existed? 

o How should your prayer life change in light of this passage (verses 2b-3)? 
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 4:4-5. 

o What relationship does the previous passage (4:1-3) have to this passage (4:4-5)?  What does 
friendship with the world have to do with selfish desires and interpersonal conflicts? 

o How does James address these believers (verse 4)?  Is this description to be taken literally?  In 
what can it be true of believers?    

o James uses two contrasting expressions in verse 4—friendship vs. hostility (enmity).  Why is it 
true that friendship with the world is automatically hostility toward God?  How does a friend of 
the world make himself an enemy of God? 

o To what does the “world” refer?  Is it referring primarily to the people in the world or to 
something else (cp.  John 12:31; 16:11)? 

o How does this stance toward the world (friendship) relate to other commands regarding how the 
believer should respond to the world (Rom. 12:2; Jas. 1:27; I John 2:15)? How you can be “in 
the world, but not of the world” (cp. John 17:11-16)? 

o How do these verses relate to your relationship with others and with God?  What steps do you 
need to take to make changes in both relationships, in light of this passage? 

o What is the meaning of verse 5?  Is it referring to the Holy Spirit or the human spirit?  Who is 
demonstrating jealousy?  How could God be jealous in regard to one who has been spiritually 
unfaithful?  How does verse 5 relate to verse 4?   
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An Overview of the Book of James: 
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:18) 

o Concerning Obedience (1:19-27) 
o Concerning Partiality (2:1-13) 
o Concerning Good Works (2:14-26) 
o Concerning the Tongue (3:1-12) 
o Concerning Wisdom (3:13-18) 
o Concerning Worldliness (4:1-10) 

ü The Problem (4:1-5) 
v Displayed in Church Fights (4:1-3) 
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I.   YOUR OWN DESIRES: WHAT THEY CAN CAUSE (James 4:1-5) 
 
A.  They create interpersonal conflict (4:1-3)—your relationship with others . . . 

the battle among us (cp. Jas. 3:14-16). 
 
B.  They create internal struggle (4:1)—your relationship with yourself. . . the 

battle within us (cp. Jas. 1:13-15).   
 
C.  They create intentional opposition (4:4-5)—your relationship with God. . . the 

battle beyond us.   
 

II.   YOUR OWN DESIRES:  HOW THEY CANNOT SATISFY (James 4:2a) 
 
A.  We have selfish desires:  we are determined to get what we want.   
 
B.  We often experience disappointment:  we don’t always get what we want. 

 
C.  This results in a development:  we do whatever we can to get what we want.  

Ø You lust and do not have. . . so you murder. 
Ø You covet and cannot obtain. . . so you fight and quarrel.   

 
 
 

III.   YOUR OWN DESIRES:  WHY THEY ARE UNFULFILLED (James 4:2b-3) 
 
A.  The first reason:  a lack of asking (Jas.4:2b)—not seeking God with your 

desires 
Ø Why your desires are unfulfilled: you don’t ask (cp.Matt. 7:7-11; Phil. 4:6-7). 
Ø What you should do with your desires:  express them to God. 

 
B.  The second reason:  a lack of asking properly (Jas. 4:3)—driven by selfish 

motives 
Ø Why your desires are unfulfilled:  you ask with wrong motives.  



Ø What you should do with your asking 
ü Check your motives in asking—confess selfish motives, ask with godly 

motives. 
ü Submit your requests to God’s will—ask in accordance with His will (cp.         

I John 5:14-15).   
 

o Accept personal responsibility for conflicts in your life.  What selfish desires are you harboring? 
o Yield all personal desires to God.  Seek what God wants rather than what you want. 

§ Seek God’s glory and will, not your own will (Matt. 26:39). 
§ Seek what is best for others, not your own personal enjoyment (I Cor. 6:7). 
§ Seek peace in your relationships with others, not fights and quarrels (Eph. 4:1-3; Jas. 3:17-18). 

o Delight yourself in the Lord (cp. Psa. 37:4).  Then He will give you your desires. . . and often change them.   
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o How does the previous passage (3:13-18) relate to this passage (4:1-3)?  What comparisons and 

contrasts do you see? 
o Where is the true source of wars and fights, whether in nations, families, churches, or 

individuals (verse 1)?  How is this demonstrated in specific situations? 
o To what kind of desires is James referring?  Are the desires of our hearts always selfish and 

evil?  What makes the difference in classifying these desires? 
o What are the results of the desires (verse 2)?  Do we get what we want?  What do we do if we 

don’t get what we want?  
o Are the results of not getting what we want always this dramatic (murder, fights, etc.)?  What 

other consequences come in our lives and our relationships as a result of unfulfilled desires?   
o What are the two reasons why our desires are often not fulfilled (verses 2b-3)?   
o How does the first reason for not having (verse 2b) relate to what Jesus commanded in Matt. 

7:7-11 and what Paul instructed in Phil. 4:6-7? 
o Concerning the second reason, what does it mean to “ask amiss” (NKJV) (verse 3)?  How does 

the last phrase in verse 2 amplify and clarify what is meant by asking amiss? 
o How often do you check your motives in making requests to God?  How do you determine 

whether your motive is right or wrong?     
o What selfish desires in your own heart are creating conflicts in your life, whether in your own 

heart or in your relationship with others?  What can you do to bring about peace where conflict 
has existed? 

o How should your prayer life change in light of this passage (verses 2b-3)? 
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 4:4-5. 

o What relationship does the previous passage (4:1-3) have to this passage (4:4-5)?  What does 
friendship with the world have to do with selfish desires and interpersonal conflicts? 

o How does James address these believers (verse 4)?  Is this description to be taken literally?  In 
what can it be true of believers?    

o James uses two contrasting expressions in verse 4—friendship vs. hostility (enmity).  Why is it 
true that friendship with the world is automatically hostility toward God?  How does a friend of 
the world make himself an enemy of God? 

o To what does the “world” refer?  Is it referring primarily to the people in the world or to 
something else (cp.  John 12:31; 16:11)? 

o How does this stance toward the world (friendship) relate to other commands regarding how the 
believer should respond to the world (Rom. 12:2; Jas. 1:27; I John 2:15)? How you can be “in 
the world, but not of the world” (cp. John 17:11-16)? 

o How do these verses relate to your relationship with others and with God?  What steps do you 
need to take to make changes in both relationships, in light of this passage? 

o What is the meaning of verse 5?  Is it referring to the Holy Spirit or the human spirit?  Who is 
demonstrating jealousy?  How could God be jealous in regard to one who has been spiritually 
unfaithful?  How does verse 5 relate to verse 4?  


