
TRUE TO YOUR WORD 
James 5:12 

8/27/17 
MAIN IDEA: You should be so true to your word that no oath is needed to back it up.   
An Overview of the Book of James:        
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:17) 
Ø Present Patience for the Lord’s Return (James 5:1-12) 

o Warning to the Rich (5:1-6) 
o Encouragement to the Saints (5:7-12) 

v Commands to Obey (5:7-9) 
v Examples to Follow (5:10-11) 
v Sin to Avoid (5:12) 

 

I.   THE __________    ____________:  STOP __________ (James 5:12a). 
A.  What It Means  

Ø “__________ or _________ by an _____” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words, IV:98) 

Ø “Making an _______ to God, or to something held _______, to support the 
____________ of a statement, ________, or _____” (D. Edmond Hiebert, The 
Epistle of James, p. 310) 

Ø Not referring to __________, but to backing up a statement with an _____ 
B.  Why It Is Used 

Ø Because of the _________ of swearing:  to emphatically _________ that you 
are telling the ______ (cp. Matt. 26:69-74)   

Ø Because of the _________ to swear:  due to an _________ from that person 
that you’re not telling the truth or else a ______ that you’re telling the truth 
(cp. Matt. 26:69-74; Mark 6:17-23) 

Ø Because of the ______ of an oath:  because of the false idea that a state-
ment is more ________ when backed by an ____  (cp. Mark 6:22-26; Ex. 
22:10-11)  

C.  How It Was Abused 
Ø ___________ swearing:  the Jews used oaths to back up practically 

__________ that they said. 
Ø __________ loopholes:  the Jews invented clever, sneaky _________ to make 

some oaths non-______ (cp.Matt. 23:16-22). 
D.  When It Can Be Used 

Ø Swearing in a ____________: since they don’t know your _____________ (cp. 
Matt. 26:63-64) 

Ø Making a ______ (cp. Ex. 22:10-11; Eccl. 5:4-6; Acts 18:18) 
Ø Appealing to _____ as a witness (Rom. 1:9; I Thess. 2:5) 

 

II.   THE __________    __________:  BE _____ TO YOUR _____ (James 
5:12b). 
A.  This is the _________ of the first command, showing how to _________ it. 

  B.  Instead of supporting your statement or promise with an _____, let your word 
______ on its own.   

  C.  Be totally _______ in your speech, so honest that you need to use no _____ (cp. 
Zech. 8:16; Eph. 4:15, 25; Col. 3:9). 

  D.  Be known so well as a man or woman who always tells the _______ that no one 
will ever ________ that you are completely __________. 



III.  THE ____________    ______________:  AVOID __________ (James 
5:12c). 

  A.  ______ is it?  To avoid facing ___________ (falling into ____________) 
  B.  ______ is it?   

Ø Either God’s _____________ of the believer (cp. I Cor. 11:29-32) 
Ø Or the ___________ seat of Christ in heaven (cp. Jas. 2:12-13; 5:9) 

  
 

o Remove those practices which don’t support _______:  swearing, lying, exaggerating, and breaking 
promises.   

o Replace them with complete _____________ . . .  be _____ to your word.   
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I.   THE NEGATIVE PROHIBITION:  STOP SWEARING (James 5:12a). 
A.  What It Means  

Ø “affirming or denying by an oath” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New 
Testament Words, IV:98) 

Ø “Making an appeal to God, or to something held sacred, to support the 
truthfulness of a statement, promise, or vow” (D. Edmond Hiebert, The Epistle 
of James, p. 310) 

Ø Not referring to profanity, but to backing up a statement with an oath 
B.  Why It Is Used 

Ø Because of the purpose of swearing:  to emphatically declare that you are 
telling the truth (cp. Matt. 26:69-74)   

Ø Because of the pressure to swear:  due to an accusation from that person 
that you’re not telling the truth or else a doubt that you’re telling the truth 
(cp. Matt. 26:69-74; Mark 6:17-23) 

Ø Because of the power of an oath: because of the false idea that a statement 
is more binding when backed by an oath (cp. Mark 6:22-26; Ex. 22:10-11)  

C.  How It Was Abused 
Ø Excessive swearing:  the Jews used oaths to back up practically everything 

that they said. 
Ø Deceptive loopholes:  the Jews invented clever, sneaky loopholes to make 

some oaths non-binding (cp. Matt. 23:16-22). 
D.  When It Can Be Used 

Ø Swearing in a courtroom:  since they don’t know your character (cp. Matt. 
26:63-64) 

Ø Making a vow (cp. Ex. 22:10-11; Eccl. 5:4-6; Acts 18:18) 
Ø Appealing to God as a witness (Rom. 1:9; I Thess. 2:5) 

 
 

II.   THE POSITIVE PRACTICE:  BE TRUE TO YOUR WORD (James 5:12b). 
A.  This is the opposite of the first command, showing how to apply it. 

  B.  Instead of supporting your statement or promise with an oath, let your word 
stand on its own.   

  C.  Be totally honest in your speech, so honest that you need to use no oath (cp. 
Zech. 8:16; Eph. 4:15, 25; Col. 3:9). 

  D.  Be known so well as a man or woman who always tells the truth that no one will 
ever question that you are completely truthful. 

 



III.  THE PROSPECTIVE PROTECTION:  AVOID JUDGMENT (James 5:12c). 
  A.  Why is it?  To avoid facing judgment (falling into condemnation) 
  B.  What is it?   

Ø Either God’s chastisement of the believer (cp. I Cor. 11:29-32) 
Ø Or the judgment seat of Christ in heaven (cp. Jas. 2:12-13; 5:9) 

  
 

o Remove practices which don’t support honesty: swearing, lying, exaggerating, and breaking promises.   
o Replace them with complete truthfulness . . .  be true to your word.   
o Respond properly in light of coming judgment . . . you will stand before Christ and give account.   
 
 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER AND DISCUSS: 
o Identify the three commands in verses 7-9 (one of the three is repeated).  How do they each relate 

to suffering? 
o What is the significance of patience in verses 7-8?  How does this attitude relate to our 

relationship with others and with God? 
o What is the meaning of the illustration in verse 7?  How does it make the point about patience?   
o What does it mean to “establish your hearts”?  Why do our hearts need to be established when 

we undergo suffering? 
o How should the return of Christ motivate us (verses 7-9)?  How can the return of Christ have both 

a comforting and a sobering effect on us, according to these verses? 
o Are you prone to grumble when you suffer? What is the meaning of grumbling against another? 
o What are the two examples of suffering (verses 10-11)?  How do they relate to each other? 
o List specific examples of Old Testament prophets who suffered and demonstrated patience. 
o Was Job always patient when he underwent suffering?  How did he demonstrate endurance? 

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MESSAGE: 
 Study James 5:12. 

o What is the meaning of swearing?  Is it equivalent to uttering profanity?  How does it differ? 
o How does verse 12 compare to what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:33-37)? 
o What is the purpose of swearing (cp. Matt. 26:69-74)?  Why do people feel the need to back up 

their statement with an oath (cp. Ex. 22:10-11; Mark 6:22-26)? 
o Why do people think that swearing by heaven or by earth makes an oath more binding?   
o What does James mean by letting your “yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no”?  What does this 

say about being true to your word? 
o What is the reason given at the end of the verse for eliminating swearing?     

 


