
PRAYER THAT WORKS 
James 5:16b 

MAIN IDEA:  God works in response to the prayers of His people.               10/1/17 
An Overview of the Book of James:        
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:17) 
Ø Present Patience for the Lord’s Return (James 5:1-12) 
Ø Prevailing Prayer for the Lord’s Results (James 5:13-20) 

o The Power of Prayer (5:13-18) 
v The Response of Prayer (5:13-16a) 
v The Results of Prayer (5:16b-18) 

 
 

I.    THE _____________ RESPONSE IN __________ (James 5:13-16a) 
A.  Prayer should be the response in every ____________. 

Ø Pray in times of ___________ (James 5:13). 
Ø Pray in times of ___________ (James 5:14-15a). 
Ø Pray in times of ______ (James 5:15-16a). 

B.  Prayer should be the response of every _________. 
Ø You should pray for __________ and your needs (James 5:13a). 
Ø The _______ should be involved in praying for the church (James 5:14). 
Ø We should be praying for _____   ________ (James 5:16a).  

 
 

II.   _______ RESPONSE TO OUR ___________ (James 5:16b) 
A.  The __________ that makes prayer _________  
 There’s a difference in. . . 

Ø The _________ that is stated:  making proper _________ (cp. Phil. 4:6) 
• The petition may relate to your _____ needs (I Sam. 1:9-11; Luke 

1:13; Heb. 5:7) or those of _______ (Rom. 10:1; II Cor. 1:11; 9:14; Eph. 
6:18-19; Phil. 1:4, 19; I Tim. 2:1; II Tim. 1:3). 

• The petition may be one that is _____ and should not be __________ 
(Luke 9:51-56).   

• The petition may be _____, but the motive may be ______ (Jas. 4:2-3). 
• Every petition should be submitted to the ____ of God (I Jn. 5:14-15). 

Ø The ______ that is present:  _______, full of _____ and ________ 
Ø The ______ that is praying:  ________ in his _______ and _______ 

• He is one righteous in his ________:  in right ________ before God. 
• He is one righteous in his ________:  living a _____ and _____ life 

(cp. Psa. 66:18; Isa. 59:1-2; I Tim. 2:8). 
  B.  The __________ that prayer ______ 

Ø ______ works:  It accomplishes ______!  It has great _______! 
Confronting wrong _________ about prayer: 

• Whatever God is going to do, He will do, ____ or _______ my prayers. 
• God’s _____ will always be done, so why _____ about it? 
• It doesn’t ______ if I pray because God never ________ my prayers 

anyway. 
• If all else ______, then _____ about it. 
• Even if prayer doesn’t ______, it makes a difference in your _______.  
• If I pray _______ about it, God will _____ in and give me what I _____. 



Ø ______ works:  He works in response to our ________! 
• Wombs were _______ (Gen. 20:17-18; I Sam. 1:10, 27). 
• Eyes were _______ and _______ (II Kings 6:17-18). 
• Fire was _________ (Numb. 11:2). 
• Fire was ______ from heaven (I Kings 18:24, 36-39). 
• An entire ______ was wiped out (II Kings 19:14-20, 32-35). 
• Life was __________ (II Kings 20:1-6). 
• Men were ________ from the dead (II Kings 4:32-37). 
• One was delivered from __________ (II Chron. 33:11-13). 
• One was delivered from a fish’s ______ (Jon. 2:1-10). 
• One was delivered from ________ (Acts 12:5, 11, 17). 
• Believers became ______ in proclaiming the gospel (Acts 4:29-31). 
• The sick were ________ (Acts 28:8). 
• Rain was ________ and ______ (Jas. 5:17-18).   

     
 

o Prayer should be your first _________ to any circumstance that you face.   
o Check your petitions and your life to make sure that they are in line with God’s _____ and God’s will.   
o Confront and correct any wrong ________ about prayer which may be robbing prayer of its power. 
o Recognize and believe the truth that God does indeed work in response to our _______.     
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Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:17) 
Ø Present Patience for the Lord’s Return (James 5:1-12) 
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o The Power of Prayer (5:13-18) 
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v The Results of Prayer (5:16b-18) 

 
 

I.    THE BELIEVER’S RESPONSE IN PRAYER (James 5:13-16a) 
A.  Prayer should be the response in every circumstance. 

Ø Pray in times of suffering (James 5:13). 
Ø Pray in times of sickness (James 5:14-15a). 
Ø Pray in times of sin (James 5:15-16a). 

B.  Prayer should be the response of every believer. 
Ø You should pray for yourself and your needs (James 5:13a). 
Ø The elders should be involved in praying for the church (James 5:14). 
Ø We should be praying for one another (James 5:16a).  

 
 

II.   GOD’S RESPONSE TO OUR PRAYERS (James 5:16b) 
A.  The difference that makes prayer effective  
 There’s a difference in. . . 

Ø The petition that is stated:  making proper requests (cp. Phil. 4:6) 
• The petition may relate to your own needs (I Sam. 1:9-11; Luke 1:13; 

Heb. 5:7) or those of others (Rom. 10:1; II Cor. 1:11; 9:14; Eph. 6:18-
19; Phil. 1:4, 19; I Tim. 2:1; II Tim. 1:3). 

• The petition may be one that is wrong and should not be presented 
(Luke 9:51-56).   

• The petition may be right, but the motive may be wrong (Jas. 4:2-3). 
• Every petition should be submitted to the will of God (I John 5:14-15). 

Ø The power that is present:  effective, full of power and energy 
Ø The person that is praying:  righteous in his position and practice 

• He is one righteous in his position:  in right standing before God. 
• He is one righteous in his practice:  living a godly and holy life (cp. 

Psa. 66:18; Isa. 59:1-2; I Tim. 2:8). 
  B.  The difference that prayer makes 

Ø Prayer works:  It accomplishes much!  It has great power! 
Confronting wrong attitudes about prayer: 

• Whatever God is going to do, He will do, with or without my prayers. 
• God’s will will always be done, so why pray about it? 
• It doesn’t matter if I pray because God never answers my prayers 

anyway. 
• If all else fails, then pray about it. 
• Even if prayer doesn’t work, it makes a difference in your attitude.  
• If I pray enough about it, God will give in and give me what I want. 



Ø God works:  He works in response to our prayers! 
• Wombs were opened (Gen. 20:17-18; I Sam. 1:10, 27). 
• Eyes were opened and closed (II Kings 6:17-18). 
• Fire was quenched (Numb. 11:2). 
• Fire was sent from heaven (I Kings 18:24, 36-39). 
• An entire army was wiped out (II Kings 19:14-20, 32-35). 
• Life was prolonged (II Kings 20:1-6). 
• Men were raised from the dead (II Kings 4:32-37). 
• One was delivered from captivity (II Chron. 33:11-13). 
• One was delivered from a fish’s belly (Jon. 2:1-10). 
• One was delivered from prison (Acts 12:5, 11, 17). 
• Believers became bold in proclaiming the gospel (Acts 4:29-31). 
• The sick were healed (Acts 28:8). 
• Rain was stopped and sent (Jas. 5:17-18).   

     
 

o Prayer should be your first response to any circumstance that you face.   
o Check your petitions and your life to make sure that they are in line with God’s Word and God’s will.   
o Confront and correct any wrong attitudes about prayer which may be robbing prayer of its power. 
o Recognize and believe the truth that God does indeed work in response to our prayers.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


