
ORDINARY MAN, EXTRAORDINARY RESULTS 
James 5:17-18 

10/8/17 
MAIN IDEA:  God uses ordinary prayer warriors to accomplish extraordinary results.                

An Overview of the Book of James:        
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:17) 
Ø Present Patience for the Lord’s Return (James 5:1-12) 
Ø Prevailing Prayer for the Lord’s Results (James 5:13-20) 

o The Power of Prayer (5:13-18) 
v The Response of Prayer (5:13-16a) 
v The Results of Prayer (5:16b-18) 

 
 

I.    GOD USES ___________   __________ (James 5:17a). 
A.  We have the same _______ that Elijah had (cp. Acts 14:15; I Kings 19). 

Ø He was a man like us—_______, not __________. 
Ø He was made of the same “______” as we are—the same feelings, weak-

nesses, problems, temptations, sins, and sufferings that we have. 
Ø He was a __________ man like we are (in Christ) (cp. Jas. 5:16). 

B.  We can pray the same ______ that Elijah prayed.   
Ø He knew the same ______ that we know. 
Ø He prayed with the same _________ that we can have. 

• He prayed with ________—__________ (lit. “with prayer”). 
• He prayed with ________. 

ü For God’s ______ to be fulfilled (cp. I Kings 17:1; 18:1) 
ü For God’s ______ to be demonstrated (cp. I Kings 18:36-39) 

 

II.   GOD PRODUCES _______________   __________ (James 5:17b-18). 
A.  What God did in _________ to Elijah’s prayer 

Ø God sent the devastating _________ (James 5:17b). 
• What made it _________:  the ________ of the drought  

ü The drought was sent as a _________ on wicked Israel and a 
_________ to repent (cp. I Kings 18:17-18). 

ü The drought was often a ____ of _______ on the wicked (Lev. 
26:18-20; Deut.28:23-24; Jer.14:1-9; Amos 4:7-8; Hag.1:7-11).   

• What made it ________:  the _______ for the drought  
ü He made the ________:  he prayed that it would not rain. 
ü God produced the _______:  it didn’t rain for three and a half 

years. 
• What made it ___________:  the ________ of the drought 

ü It _______ for three and a half years (cp. Luke 4:25-26). 
ü This was an _________ that God was the one working. 

Ø God sent the refreshing _____ (James 5:18). 
• He believed what God had ________. . . so He prayed accordingly 

(cp. I Kings 18:1, 41-45).   
• He ________ that God would send the rain. . . and God _________. 

ü The heaven gave ______.   
ü The earth produced ________.  



  B.  Why God __________ Elijah’s prayers 
Ø He prayed in accordance with God’s _________. 

• God promised to __________ rain as __________ on sin (cp. Lev. 
26:18-20; Deut. 28:23-24; Jer. 14:1-9; Amos 4:7-9; Haggai 1:7-11). 

• God promised to send ______ (I Kings 18:1).  
• Elijah simply __________ God and ________ accordingly.    

Ø He prayed in accordance with God’s ______. 
• God’s __________ reveal God’s ______. 
• Elijah’s prayers were in accordance with what God had ______ him 

(I Kings 17:1; 18:1; cp. I John 5:14-15).   
Ø He prayed in accordance with God’s ________. 

• Three and a half years passed before God _______ the drought. 
• God was in ________ of the timing, not Elijah.     

 

o Don’t think that God cannot _____ you as a prayer warrior…. He can use you in spite of your limitations.   
o Don’t think that God cannot and will not do _______ things in response to prayer…. He is almighty God. 
o Don’t think that God will give you whatever you ask, no matter what it is.... submit to His ___ and ______. 
o Don’t think that God hears and answers all who ask…. He hears the ________ (Jas.5:16; Prov.15:8; 28:9). 
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An Overview of the Book of James:        
Ø Pressing Problems for the Believer’s Concern (James 1:1-18) 
Ø Practical Principles for the Believer’s Conduct (James 1:19-4:17) 
Ø Present Patience for the Lord’s Return (James 5:1-12) 
Ø Prevailing Prayer for the Lord’s Results (James 5:13-20) 

o The Power of Prayer (5:13-18) 
v The Response of Prayer (5:13-16a) 
v The Results of Prayer (5:16b-18) 

 
 

I.    GOD USES ORDINARY PEOPLE (James 5:17a). 
A.  We have the same nature that Elijah had (cp. Acts 14:15; I Kings 19). 

Ø He was a man like us—human, not superhuman. 
Ø He was made of the same “stuff” as we are—the same feelings, weak-

nesses, problems, temptations, sins, and sufferings that we have. 
Ø He was a righteous man like we are (in Christ) (cp. Jas. 5:16). 

B.  We can pray the same way that Elijah prayed.   
Ø He knew the same God that we know. 
Ø He prayed with the same intensity that we can have. 

• He prayed with passion—earnestly (lit. “with prayer”). 
• He prayed with purpose. 

ü For God’s plan to be fulfilled (cp. I Kings 17:1; 18:1) 
ü For God’s glory to be demonstrated (cp. I Kings 18:36-39) 

 

II.   GOD PRODUCES EXTRAORDINARY RESULTS (James 5:17b-18). 
A.  What God did in response to Elijah’s prayer 

Ø God sent the devastating drought (James 5:17b). 
• What made it deserved:  the purpose of the drought  

ü The drought was sent as a judgment on wicked Israel and a 
warning to repent (cp. I Kings 18:17-18). 

ü The drought was often a sign of judgment on the wicked (Lev. 
26:18-20; Deut.28:23-24; Jer.14:1-9; Amos 4:7-8; Hag.1:7-11).   

• What made it happen:  the prayer for the drought  
ü He made the request:  he prayed that it would not rain. 
ü God produced the result:  it didn’t rain for three and a half 

years. 
• What made it remarkable:  the period of the drought 

ü It lasted for three and a half years (cp. Luke 4:25-26). 
ü This was an evidence that God was the one working. 

Ø God sent the refreshing rain (James 5:18). 
• He believed what God had promised. . . so He prayed accordingly 

(cp. I Kings 18:1, 41-45).   
• He prayed that God would send the rain. . . and God answered. 

ü The heaven gave rain.   
ü The earth produced fruit.  



  B.  Why God answered Elijah’s prayers 
Ø He prayed in accordance with God’s promises. 

• God promised to withhold rain as judgment on sin (cp. Lev. 26:18-
20; Deut. 28:23-24; Jer. 14:1-9; Amos 4:7-9; Haggai 1:7-11). 

• God promised to send rain (I Kings 18:1).  
• Elijah simply believed God and prayed accordingly.    

Ø He prayed in accordance with God’s will. 
• God’s promises reveal God’s will. 
• Elijah’s prayers were in accordance with what God had told him (I 

Kings 17:1; 18:1; cp. I John 5:14-15).   
Ø He prayed in accordance with God’s timing. 

• Three and a half years passed before God ended the drought. 
• God was in control of the timing, not Elijah.     

 

o Don’t think that God cannot use you as a prayer warrior…. He can use you in spite of your limitations.   
o Don’t think that God cannot and will not do mighty things in response to prayer…. He is almighty God. 
o Don’t think that God will give you whatever you ask, no matter what it is.... submit to His will and timing. 
o Don’t think that God hears and answers all who ask…. He hears the righteous (Jas.5:16; Prov.15:8; 28:9). 
 


