
CONFRONTING	COMPLACENCY	(#2)	
	

 
Evaluating Your Worship of God 

11/12/17 
Three elements of complacency: 

• A feeling of satisfaction, contentment, smugness, pleasure about yourself or your achievements 
• A lack of awareness of deficiency, defect, or danger 
• A blindness to what actually needs to change or improve 

Believers can become complacent in many areas of the Christian life.  
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 

 

I. God must not be _______ as less than He ___ (Malachi 1:6).    
Like father. . . like Father? 
A.  An _______ father or master is deserving of _______ and _____ (Mal. 1:6a; 

cp. Ex. 20:12; Eph. 6:1-3). 
B.  Our _______ Father—the Almighty God—is deserving of the _______ respect 

and honor (Mal. 1:6b; cp. Ex. 4:22; Deut. 32:6; Isa. 43:6; 63:16; Hos. 11:1). 
 

II. God must not be ______ less than He ________ (Malachi 1:7-14). 
When we begin to view God as less than He is. . . . 
A.  ___________ is taken ________ (Mal. 1:7-8, 12-14). 

Ø They dishonored ____ by dishonoring the ______ (Mal. 1:7-8). 
Ø They ________ God’s Law concerning ________ (Mal. 1:12-13; cp. Lev. 

22:20-25; Deut. 15:21). 
Ø They ________ God as one to be _______ (1:14).   

B.  __________ are ________ (Mal. 1:8, 13-14). 
Ø They offered God less than what was ________ (Mal. 1:8a). 
Ø They offered God less than man would _______ (Mal. 1:8b, 13). 
Ø They offered God less than they had ________ (Mal. 1:14).   

C.  _________ becomes __________ (Mal. 1:9-11, 13). 
Ø Their worship had become a _______ to them (Mal. 1:13). 
Ø Their worship was ________ by God (Mal. 1:9-11; cp. Isa. 1:10-17; Amos 

5:21-24).   
D.  _____ is not ________ (Mal. 1:6b, 7b). 

Ø They had been _________ to their ____ (Mal. 1:6b, 7b). 
Ø They had become ________ in their _________ (cp. I Tim. 4:1-2; Rom. 

2:14-15).   
 

Evaluating Your Worship of God: 
• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your worship of God?   

   Unacceptable Worship   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10   God-Glorifying Worship 



• What steps can you take to see your worship of God become worthy of Him? 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• Steps to restoring the fear of God in your life: 
v Recognize God’s ________ with you constantly, watching your behavior at all 

times (Prov. 5:20-21). 
v Meditate on God’s ________, focusing especially on His holiness and His 

greatness (Psa. 99; 139; Isa. 6:1-8). 
v Gain God’s _________ on your sin, humbling yourself before Him in true 

repentance (Isa. 6:1-8). 
 

Looking Ahead—“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?” (Evaluating 
Your Commitment to the Word): 

Study Nehemiah 8:1-9:3.   
• How did the people show an intense interest in the Word of God (Neh. 8:1-3)? 
• How did the people show reverence for God and His Word (Neh. 8:4-7)? 
• How did Ezra and the Levites present the truth of the Word to the people (Neh. 8:8)? 
• How did the people respond in a contrasting way to the Word as it was read and 

explained (Neh. 8:9-12)?  How should we respond to the Word in a similar way? 
• How did the people respond when they understood the Word (Neh. 8:13-18)? 
• To what did the public reading of the Word lead (Neh. 9:1-3)?  How much time was 

devoted to hearing and responding?  What does this indicate about commitment to 
the Word? 

• Do you view the Word of God as the Thessalonians did (cp. I Thess. 2:13)? 
• What leads a believer to view the Word of God with a casual, indifferent attitude? 
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Believers can become complacent in many areas of the Christian life.  
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 

 

III. God must not be viewed as less than He is (Malachi 1:6).    
Like father. . . like Father? 
A.  An earthly father or master is deserving of respect and honor (Mal. 1:6a; cp. 

Ex. 20:12; Eph. 6:1-3). 
B.  Our heavenly Father—the Almighty God—is deserving of the highest respect 

and honor (Mal. 1:6b; cp. Ex. 4:22; Deut. 32:6; Isa. 43:6; 63:16; Hos. 11:1). 
 

IV. God must not be given less than He deserves (Malachi 1:7-14). 
When we begin to view God as less than He is. . . . 
A.  Disobedience is taken lightly (Mal. 1:7-8, 12-14). 

Ø They dishonored God by dishonoring the altar (Mal. 1:7-8). 
Ø They disobeyed God’s Law concerning sacrifices (Mal. 1:12-13; cp. Lev. 

22:20-25; Deut. 15:21). 
Ø They disregarded God as one to be feared (1:14).   

B.  Standards are lowered (Mal. 1:8, 13-14). 
Ø They offered God less than what was perfect (Mal. 1:8a). 
Ø They offered God less than man would accept (Mal. 1:8b, 13). 
Ø They offered God less than they had promised (Mal. 1:14).   

C.  Worship becomes mechanical (Mal. 1:9-11, 13). 
Ø Their worship had become a burden to them (Mal. 1:13). 
Ø Their worship was despised by God (Mal. 1:9-11; cp. Isa. 1:10-17; Amos 

5:21-24).   
D.  Sin is not detected (Mal. 1:6b, 7b). 

Ø They had been blinded to their sin (Mal. 1:6b, 7b). 
Ø They had become calloused in their conscience (cp. I Tim. 4:1-2; Rom. 2:14-

15).   
 

Evaluating Your Worship of God: 
• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your worship of God?   

   Unacceptable Worship   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10   God-Glorifying Worship 



• What steps can you take to see your worship of God become worthy of Him? 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• Steps to restoring the fear of God in your life: 
v Recognize God’s presence with you constantly, watching your behavior at all 

times (Prov. 5:20-21). 
v Meditate on God’s character, focusing especially on His holiness and His 

greatness (Psa. 99; 139; Isa. 6:1-8). 
v Gain God’s perspective on your sin, humbling yourself before Him in true 

repentance (Isa. 6:1-8). 
 

Looking Ahead—“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?” (Evaluating 
Your Commitment to the Word): 

Study Nehemiah 8:1-9:3.   
• How did the people show an intense interest in the Word of God (Neh. 8:1-3)? 
• How did the people show reverence for God and His Word (Neh. 8:4-7)? 
• How did Ezra and the Levites present the truth of the Word to the people (Neh. 8:8)? 
• How did the people respond in a contrasting way to the Word as it was read and 

explained (Neh. 8:9-12)?  How should we respond to the Word in a similar way? 
• How did the people respond when they understood the Word (Neh. 8:13-18)? 
• To what did the public reading of the Word lead (Neh. 9:1-3)?  How much time was 

devoted to hearing and responding?  What does this indicate about commitment to 
the Word? 

• Do you view the Word of God as the Thessalonians did (cp. I Thess. 2:13)? 
• What leads a believer to view the Word of God with a casual, indifferent attitude? 

	


