
CONFRONTING	COMPLACENCY	(#3)	
	

 
Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word 

  11/19/17 

Three elements of complacency: 
• A feeling of satisfaction, contentment, smugness, pleasure about yourself or your achievements 
• A lack of awareness of deficiency, defect, or danger 
• A blindness to what actually needs to change or improve 

Are you as a believer complacent in any area of your Christian life? 
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word (“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?”) 

 

I. You must have a ________ for the Word (Nehemiah 8:1-3).    
Your ________ should be directed toward the Word more than toward any other book. 
A.  Your attentiveness to the Word reveals your _________ with the Lord.  
 An attentiveness to the Word leads to a _______ of the Lord (cp. 8:4-6).    
B.  Your attentiveness to the Word reflects your ________ toward the Word. 

Ø Why they were attentive to the Word 
v Copies of the Law were very _____. 
v Their hearts were very ______.   

Ø Why are we often ____ attentive to the Word 
v We take the Word for _____ because of overexposure/overfamiliarity 
v We hold on to ____ in our lives (cp. Jas. 1:19-21; I Pet. 2:1-2).   

 

II. You must have a __________ of the Word (Nehemiah 8:4-12). 
If God’s Word is more important than any other book, you are bent on __________ it 
(cp. Neh. 8:2, 3, 7, 8, 12, 13). 
A.  A correct understanding of the Word leads to a ______ of ____ (Neh. 8:4-6).   

Ø _______ the Word of God with worship of God (8:4-6). 
v Flowing from the _____ 
v Expressed in physical _______ 

Ø _______ to the Word of God with worship of God (cp. 9:3). 
B.  A correct understanding of the Word leads to a _______ of ____ (Neh.8:7-9). 

Ø God uses various ______ to help you understand the Word (8:7-8). 
v Divine _______ (cp. Psa. 119:18; Luke 24:27; I John 2:20, 27; I Cor. 

2:14-16) 
v Human ________ (8:7-8; cp. Acts 8:31-35; 18:26; 28:23; II Tim. 

4:2)—the Word was ____ (8:8a; cp. 8:2-6) and ________ (8:8b). 
v Personal ______ (cp. Acts 17:11; II Tim. 2:15) 

Ø When you understand the Word, your ____ is _______ (8:9; cp. II Tim. 
3:16; Heb. 4:12; Jas. 1:23-24; Jer. 23:29) 

C.  A correct understanding of the Word leads to an _____ of ___ (Neh.8:10-12).   
 The Word brings great ________ (cp. Jer. 15:15-16; Psa. 119:14, 111, 162).   



III. You must have a _________ to the Word (Nehemiah 8:13-9:3). 
When you understand what the Word declares, you must be commitment to _______ it.   
A.  There must be a commitment to ______ the _____ (Neh. 8:13-18). 

Ø The leaders ______ the Word (8:13-15; cp. 8:1). 
Ø The people ______ the Word (8:16-18). 

v Obedience was _______. 
v Obedience was _______. 
v Obedience was _______. 

B.  There must be a commitment to _____ from _____ (Neh. 9:1-3).   
Ø ________ of sin results in a ________ of sin (9:1-2; cp. Prov. 28:13). 
Ø ________ of God’s Word results in a _______ of sin (9:3).   

 

Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word: 
• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your commitment to the Word?   

Casual Attitude to the Word  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 Love for/Obedience to the Word 
• What steps can you take to see your commitment to the Word strengthened? 

v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• Three attitudes are required to restore a solid commitment to the Word: 
v A _____ for the Word (8:1; cp. Psa. 119:72, 103, 127) 
v A ________ for the Word (8:5; cp. I Thess. 2:13) 
v A ________ to the Word (8:13-9:3; cp. Jas. 1:22-25) 
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Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word 
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Three elements of complacency: 
• A feeling of satisfaction, contentment, smugness, pleasure about yourself or your achievements 
• A lack of awareness of deficiency, defect, or danger 
• A blindness to what actually needs to change or improve 

Are you as a believer complacent in any area of your Christian life? 
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word (“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?”) 

 

I.    You must have a compulsion for the Word (Nehemiah 8:1-3).    
Your attention should be directed toward the Word more than toward any other book. 
A.  Your attentiveness to the Word reveals your relationship with the Lord.  
 An attentiveness to the Word leads to a worship of the Lord (cp. 8:4-6).    
B.  Your attentiveness to the Word reflects your attitude toward the Word. 

Ø Why they were attentive to the Word 
v Copies of the Law were very rare. 
v Their hearts were very hungry.   

Ø Why are we often not attentive to the Word 
v We take the Word for granted because of overexposure/overfamiliarity 
v We hold on to sin in our lives (cp. Jas. 1:19-21; I Pet. 2:1-2).   

 

II.   You must have a comprehension of the Word (Nehemiah 8:4-12). 
If God’s Word is more important than any other book, you are bent on understanding it 
(cp. Neh. 8:2, 3, 7, 8, 12, 13). 
A.  A correct understanding of the Word leads to a worship of God (Neh. 8:4-6).   

Ø Approach the Word of God with worship of God (8:4-6). 
v Flowing from the heart 
v Expressed in physical posture 

Ø Respond to the Word of God with worship of God (cp. 9:3). 
B.  A correct understanding of the Word leads to a conviction of sin (Neh.8:7-9). 

Ø God uses various means to help you understand the Word (8:7-8). 
v Divine instruction (cp. Psa. 119:18; Luke 24:27; I John 2:20, 27; I Cor. 

2:14-16) 
v Human instruments (8:7-8; cp. Acts 8:31-35; 18:26; 28:23; II Tim. 

4:2)—the Word was read (8:8a; cp. 8:2-6) and explained (8:8b). 
v Personal study (cp. Acts 17:11; II Tim. 2:15) 

Ø When you understand the Word, your sin is exposed (8:9; cp. II Tim. 3:16; 
Heb. 4:12; Jas. 1:23-24; Jer. 23:29) 

C.  A correct understanding of the Word leads to an attitude of joy (Neh.8:10-12).   
 The Word brings great rejoicing (cp. Jer. 15:15-16; Psa. 119:14, 111, 162).   



III.   You must have a commitment to the Word (Nehemiah 8:13-9:3). 
When you understand what the Word declares, you must be commitment to obeying it.   
A.  There must be a commitment to obey the Word (Neh. 8:13-18). 

Ø The leaders sought the Word (8:13-15; cp. 8:1). 
Ø The people obeyed the Word (8:16-18). 

v Obedience was universal. 
v Obedience was precise. 
v Obedience was continual. 

B.  There must be a commitment to turn from sin (Neh. 9:1-3).   
Ø Repentance of sin results in a forsaking of sin (9:1-2; cp. Prov. 28:13). 
Ø Reading of God’s Word results in a confession of sin (9:3).   

 

Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word: 
• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your commitment to the Word?   

Casual Attitude to the Word  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 Love for/Obedience to the Word 
• What steps can you take to see your commitment to the Word strengthened? 

v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• Three attitudes are required to restore a solid commitment to the Word: 
v A love for the Word (8:1; cp. Psa. 119:72, 103, 127) 
v A reverence for the Word (8:5; cp. I Thess. 2:13) 
v A commitment to the Word (8:13-9:3; cp. Jas. 1:22-25) 

 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	


