
CONFRONTING COMPLACENCY (#6) 
 

 
Evaluating Your View of the Gospel 

  12/17/17 

Three elements of complacency: 
• A feeling of satisfaction, contentment, smugness, pleasure about yourself or your 

achievements 
• A lack of awareness of deficiency, defect, or danger 
• A blindness to what actually needs to change or improve 

Are you as a believer complacent in any area of your Christian life? 
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word (“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Prayer (“Has Prayer Lost Its Power?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Response to Sin (“Do You Treat Casually?”) 
ü Evaluating Your View of the Gospel (“Has the Good News Become Old News?”) 

There are four truths which should restore your commitment to the gospel: 
 

I. A sacred ______ has been made (Rom. 1:1-5).  
A.   Paul was set _____ to the ______ of God (Rom. 1:1; cp. Gal. 1:15; Acts 

9:15-16; Acts 13:1-3). 
Ø The ______ of the message: _____ (Rom. 1:1) 
Ø The ______ of the message: promised through the _______ (1:2) 
Ø The _______ of the message:  concerning His ____ (1:3-4; cp. I Cor. 

15:1-8) 
Ø The ______ with the message:  _____ and ________ (1:5) 

B.  As with Paul, every believer has been _________ with the gospel (I Cor. 
9:16-17; I Thess. 2:4; I Tim. 1:11)  
Ø Being entrusted with the gospel is a great _______ (I Tim. 1:11). 
Ø Being entrusted with the gospel is a great __________ (I Cor.9:16-17;     

I Thess. 2:4).    
v It makes it us ________ to proclaim it (I Cor. 9:16-17).   
v It makes us ________ to God in its proclamation (I Thess. 2:4).   

II. A spiritual _____ must be paid (Rom. 1:14). 
A.  There are debts to pay which are not ________. 

Ø The debt of ______ one another (Rom. 13:8-10) 
Ø The debt of reaching the _____ with the gospel (Rom. 1:14) 

B.  Every believer has this _____ to the lost (Rom. 1:14). 



Ø It is a debt which must be paid ________. 
Ø It is a debt which must be paid ________ (cp. I Cor. 9:19-23). 

 

III. A steadfast _______ must be possessed (Rom. 1:15). 
A.  While there is a ________ to preach the gospel, there should be a willing 

_______ to preach it.   
B.  This readiness should flow your ________ (1:14) and your ________ of 

the gospel’s power (1:16).  
 

IV. A strong ________ must be maintained (Rom. 1:16). 
A.  You should have a strong _______ to the gospel. 

Ø It is invested with _____:  the power of God. 
Ø It is directed toward a _______:  salvation. 
Ø It requires a _______:  faith in Christ. 
Ø It is available to ____:  to the Jew and to the Greek. 

B.  Your devotion to the gospel should be ________ in two ways. 
Ø By _______ it from all attacks (cp. Gal.1:6-10; II Cor.11:3-4; Jude 4-5) 
Ø By _______ it with all boldness (Rom.1:16) 

 
Evaluating Your View of the Gospel: 

• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your view of the gospel?   
No Commitment   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  Strong Devotion 

• What steps can you take to gain a greater appreciation and proclamation of the gospel? 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• What do you need to do to see your commitment to the gospel restored? 
v Your responsibility to proclaim the gospel is a _________, not an option.    
v Your commitment to the gospel should flow not from mere _____, but from willing 

______.   
v How you ____ the gospel will affect how you love it and how you proclaim it.    
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• A feeling of satisfaction, contentment, smugness, pleasure about yourself or your 

achievements 
• A lack of awareness of deficiency, defect, or danger 
• A blindness to what actually needs to change or improve 

Are you as a believer complacent in any area of your Christian life? 
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word (“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Prayer (“Has Prayer Lost Its Power?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Response to Sin (“Do You Treat Casually?”) 
ü Evaluating Your View of the Gospel (“Has the Good News Become Old News?”) 

There are four truths which should restore your commitment to the gospel: 
 

I.      A sacred deposit has been made (Rom. 1:1-5).  
A.   Paul was set apart to the gospel of God (Rom. 1:1; cp. Gal. 1:15; Acts 9:15-

16; Acts 13:1-3). 
Ø The source of the message: God (Rom. 1:1) 
Ø The sending of the message: promised through the prophets (1:2) 
Ø The substance of the message:  concerning His Son (1:3-4; cp. I Cor. 

15:1-8) 
Ø The service with the message:  grace and apostleship (1:5) 

B.  As with Paul, every believer has been entrusted with the gospel (I Cor. 9:16-
17; I Thess. 2:4; I Tim. 1:11)  
Ø Being entrusted with the gospel is a great privilege (I Tim. 1:11). 
Ø Being entrusted with the gospel is a great responsibility (I Cor.9:16-17;     

I Thess. 2:4).    
v It makes it us required to proclaim it (I Cor. 9:16-17).   
v It makes us accountable to God in its proclamation (I Thess. 2:4).   

II.     A spiritual debt must be paid (Rom. 1:14). 
A.  There are debts to pay which are not financial. 

Ø The debt of loving one another (Rom. 13:8-10) 
Ø The debt of reaching the lost with the gospel (Rom. 1:14) 

B.  Every believer has this debt to the lost (Rom. 1:14). 



Ø It is a debt which must be paid constantly. 
Ø It is a debt which must be paid universally (cp. I Cor. 9:19-23). 

 

III.    A steadfast desire must be possessed (Rom. 1:15). 
A.  While there is a requirement to preach the gospel, there should be a willing 

readiness to preach it.   
B.  This readiness should flow your responsibility (1:14) and your recognition of 

the gospel’s power (1:16).  
 

IV.   A strong devotion must be maintained (Rom. 1:16). 
A.  You should have a strong devotion to the gospel. 

Ø It is invested with power:  the power of God. 
Ø It is directed toward a purpose:  salvation. 
Ø It requires a response:  faith in Christ. 
Ø It is available to all:  to the Jew and to the Greek. 

B.  Your devotion to the gospel should be displayed in two ways. 
Ø By protecting it from all attacks (cp. Gal.1:6-10; II Cor.11:3-4; Jude 4-5) 
Ø By proclaiming it with all boldness (Rom.1:16) 

 
Evaluating Your View of the Gospel: 

• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your view of the gospel?   
No Commitment   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  Strong Devotion 

• What steps can you take to gain a greater appreciation and proclamation of the gospel? 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• What do you need to do to see your commitment to the gospel restored? 
v Your responsibility to proclaim the gospel is a requirement, not an option.    
v Your commitment to the gospel should flow not from mere duty, but from willing 

desire.   
v How you view the gospel will affect how you love it and how you proclaim it.    

 

 
 


