
CONFRONTING COMPLACENCY (#13) 
 

 
Evaluating Your Ministry 

  2/11/18 

Three elements of complacency: 
• A feeling of satisfaction, contentment, smugness, pleasure about yourself or your achievements 
• A lack of awareness of deficiency, defect, or danger 
• A blindness to what actually needs to change or improve 

Are you as a believer complacent in any area of your Christian life? 
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word (“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Prayer (“Has Prayer Lost Its Power?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Response to Sin (“Do You Treat Sin Casually?”) 
ü Evaluating Your View of the Gospel (“Has the Good News Become Old News?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Priorities (“What Comes First in Your Life?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Evangelism (“Do You Have a Passion for Souls?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Missions (“How Wide Is Your World View?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Discipleship (“Are You Passing the Torch?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Relationships (“Are You Isolated or Involved?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Local Church (“How Identified Are You With the Church?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Ministry (“Are You Sitting or Serving?”) 

 
 

  There are four problems which need to be confronted and eliminated to be an active member. 
 

I. The problem of limited __________:  there is no member that has not 
been ________ for service (I Cor. 12:7-14, 28-31).   “I _____ do it.” 
A. You are equipped with a spiritual ____ (I Cor. 12:7-11, 28-31). 
B. You are equipped by the _______ of God (I Cor. 12:7-14).   

Ø The Holy Spirit has given you a _____ (12:7-11, 28-31). 
Ø The Holy Spirit has placed you in the _____ (12:12-14). 

 
II. The problem of unwise _________:  there is no member that is less or 

more _________ than another (I Cor. 12:15-26). 
A. The attitude of __________ (I Cor. 12:15-20) 

Ø “They don’t _____ me.” (12:15-16). 
Ø Remember:  each member is equally _________ (12:17)! 
Ø Remember:  God has ______ you where He wants you (12:18-20)! 

B. The attitude of __________ (I Cor. 12:21-26) 
Ø “I don’t _____ you.” (12:21). 
Ø Remember:  even the weaker and less important members are 

________ (12:22-24)! 
Ø Remember:  there must be _____ and ______ in the Body (12:25-26)!  

 



III. The problem of inaccurate _______:  there is no member that is not 
_______ (12:21-24).   “I am not _______.” 
A. The _______ members are necessary (I Cor. 12:22). 

This likely refers to members such as the internal ______ which require the 
protection of the rest of the body (such as the skeleton and the limbs). 

B. The less ________ members are necessary (I Cor. 12:23a). 
This likely refers to the parts of the body which are not ________ (such as 
the torso, thighs, and stomach) and need to be clothed.   

C. The _________ members are necessary (I Cor. 12:23b-24).   
This likely refers to the _______ parts, which are not shameful in them-
selves, but rather the display of them—we show concern by covering them.   

 
IV. The problem of mutual ________:  there is no member that should be 

_______ or ________ (12:25-26).   “I don’t _____.” 
A. There must be the same _____ for one another (I Cor. 12:25). 
B. There must be a sympathizing ________ with one another (I Cor. 12:26). 

 
Evaluating Your Ministry: 

• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your commitment to the church?   
      Sitting on the Sidelines  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  Actively Involved in Service 

• What steps can you take to become more involved in ministry within and outside the 
church? 

v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• Do you need to become more involved in ministry? 
v  Which of the four problems confronted by Paul has hindered you in your 

service for the Lord?  What can you do by God’s power to correct them?  
v  Perhaps these are reasons why you are inactive in the Body: 

Ø _______, ________, or ______ (I Cor. 12:26) 
Ø ____________ with your place (I Cor. 12:15-20) 
Ø _________ in knowledge (I Cor. 12:1-11) 
Ø _______ to be served instead of serving (Matt. 20:25-28) 
Ø ___________ to God’s command (I Tim. 4:14; II Tim. 1:6) 
What needs to be done to remove these hindrances? 

v Recognize that God has given you a ministry...carry it out to the full (Col. 4:17)! 
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Are you as a believer complacent in any area of your Christian life? 
ü Evaluating Your Walk With Christ (“Has Your Love Grown Cold?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Worship of God (“How Great Is Your God?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to the Word (“Has the Bible Become Like Any Other Book?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Commitment to Prayer (“Has Prayer Lost Its Power?”) 
ü Evaluating Your Response to Sin (“Do You Treat Sin Casually?”) 
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ü Evaluating Your Ministry (“Are You Sitting or Serving?”) 

 
 

  There are four problems which need to be confronted and eliminated to be an active member. 
 

I. The problem of limited capability:  there is no member that has not been 
equipped for service (I Cor. 12:7-14, 28-31).   “I can’t do it.” 
A.  You are equipped with a spiritual gift (I Cor. 12:7-11, 28-31). 
B. You are equipped by the Spirit of God (I Cor. 12:7-14).   

Ø The Holy Spirit has given you a gift (12:7-11, 28-31). 
Ø The Holy Spirit has placed you in the Body (12:12-14). 

 
II. The problem of unwise comparison:  there is no member that is less or 

more important than another (I Cor. 12:15-26). 
A. The attitude of inferiority (I Cor. 12:15-20) 

Ø “They don’t need me.” (12:15-16). 
Ø Remember:  each member is equally important (12:17)! 
Ø Remember:  God has placed you where He wants you (12:18-20)! 

B. The attitude of superiority (I Cor. 12:21-26) 
Ø “I don’t need you.” (12:21). 
Ø Remember:  even the weaker and less important members are important 

(12:22-24)! 
Ø Remember:  there must be unity and caring in the Body (12:25-26)!  

 



III. The problem of inaccurate conclusion:  there is no member that is not 
needed (12:21-24).   “I am not needed.” 
A. The weaker members are necessary (I Cor. 12:22). 

This likely refers to members such as the internal organs which require the 
protection of the rest of the body (such as the skeleton and the limbs). 

B. The less honorable members are necessary (I Cor. 12:23a). 
This likely refers to the parts of the body which are not attractive (such as 
the torso, thighs, and stomach) and need to be clothed.   

C. The unpresentable members are necessary (I Cor. 12:23b-24).   
This likely refers to the private parts, which are not shameful in them-selves, 
but rather the display of them—we show concern by covering them.   

 
IV. The problem of mutual consideration:  there is no member that should be 

rejected or neglected (12:25-26).   “I don’t care.” 
A. There must be the same care for one another (I Cor. 12:25). 
B. There must be a sympathizing sharing with one another (I Cor. 12:26). 

 
Evaluating Your Ministry: 

• On a scale of 1-10, where are you in regard to your commitment to the church?   
      Sitting on the Sidelines  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  Actively Involved in Service 

• What steps can you take to become more involved in ministry within and outside the 
church? 

v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 
v ________________________________________________________ 

• Do you need to become more involved in ministry? 
v  Which of the four problems confronted by Paul has hindered you in your 

service for the Lord?  What can you do by God’s power to correct them?  
v  Perhaps these are reasons why you are inactive in the Body: 

Ø Disease, disability, or injury (I Cor. 12:26) 
Ø Discontentment with your place (I Cor. 12:15-20) 
Ø Deficiency in knowledge (I Cor. 12:1-11) 
Ø Desire to be served instead of serving (Matt. 20:25-28) 
Ø Disobedience to God’s command (I Tim. 4:14; II Tim. 1:6) 
What needs to be done to remove these hindrances? 

v Recognize that God has given you a ministry...carry it out to the full (Col. 4:17)! 
 

 
 
 


