
“A PORTRAIT OF A LOVING HUSBAND” 
I Peter 3:7 

MAIN IDEA:  How should a husband treat his wife?                                                                10/7/18 
 F I R S T     P E T E R 

o Introduction (1:1-2) 
o Salvation (1:3-2:12) 
o Submission (2:13-3:12) 

Ø To the Government (2:13-17) 
Ø To Masters (2:18-25) 
Ø To Husbands (3:1-7) 

v The Responsibility of Wives (3:1-6) 
v The Responsibility of Husbands (3:7) 

 

Husband-Wife Relationships (Eph. 5:22-33; Col. 3:18-19; I Pet. 3:1-7): 
v God holds each partner _________ for his/her behavior; neither must ______ the other (cp. I Cor. 7:3-5). 
v Wives are always addressed _____, then husbands.   
v There is a _______ in fulfilling their responsibilities. 

ü A wife must not feel that she can do whatever she wants. . . . she must _______ to his authority. 
ü A husband must not feel that he can do whatever he wants. . . . he must be ________ to her needs.    

v Marital ________ will occur as each marriage partner fulfills his/her role in marriage.   
 

I. HOW A HUSBAND SHOULD ______ WITH HIS WIFE (I Peter 3:7a) 
A. ______ a husband should do 

• He should have regular _______ with her.   (“live with” her) 
• He should show ___________ toward her. (“with understanding”; “according to knowledge”) 

Ø Mental ____________:  he should ______ her and ___________ her (why she 
does what she does, what she likes and dislikes, what she needs, what makes 
her happy and sad. . . .).  

Ø Emotional ______:  he should show ____________ (consideration, courtesy, 
sensitivity to her feelings, helping her in areas of weakness and limitation, 
putting her interests first) 

B. _____ a husband should do it 
• Because of how she is __________ 

Ø God has _________ men and women __________. 
Ø The differences are designed in order that they may ____________ one another.   
Ø The husband must __________ these differences and limitations in his wife and 

seek to _________ to her needs in these areas.   
• Because she is the _______ vessel—__________; not morally, intellectually, or spiritually 

 

II. HOW A HUSBAND SHOULD ______ AT HIS WIFE (I Peter 3:7b) 
A. ______ a husband should do 

• He should grant her ______. 
• In honoring her, he views his wife as a person of great ______.  

Ø He should make her feel that she is top _______ to him. 
Ø He should spend much _____ with her, especially in ________ to her. 
Ø He should ________ her in the area of her __________. 
Ø He should seek her ________ on ___________. 
Ø He should show ___________ for what she does for him and for the family. 

B. _____ a husband should do it 
• Because of how she is the ______ 
• Because she is a ___________ of the grace of _____ (cp. Gal. 3:28; Rom. 8:17) 

 

III. WHY A HUSBAND SHOULD ________ TO THIS COUNSEL (I Peter 3:7c) 
A.  A husband’s prayer life is crucial to fulfilling his role as spiritual _______ of his family. 
B. A husband’s prayer life is __________ by being insensitive and uncaring toward his wife 

(cp. Matt. 5:23-24; 6:12, 14-15; Mark 11:25-26). 
 

v Focus on your own responsibilities in marriage rather than blaming your wife. . . . commit yourself to ________.  
v _________ to God and your wife ways in which you have been insensitive or uncaring, or have not shown honor.     
v Ask your wife for _________ things you can do to show her more understanding and honor. . . . and do them.  
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Ø To Masters (2:18-25) 
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v The Responsibility of Wives (3:1-6) 
v The Responsibility of Husbands (3:7) 

 

Husband-Wife Relationships (Eph. 5:22-33; Col. 3:18-19; I Pet. 3:1-7): 
v God holds each partner responsible for his/her behavior; neither must blame the other (cp. I Cor. 7:3-5). 
v Wives are always addressed first, then husbands.   
v There is a balance in fulfilling their responsibilities. 

ü A wife must not feel that she can do whatever she wants. . . . she must submit to his authority. 
ü A husband must not feel that he can do whatever he wants. . . . he must be sensitive to her needs.    

v Marital harmony will occur as each marriage partner fulfills his/her role in marriage.   
 

I. HOW A HUSBAND SHOULD LIVE WITH HIS WIFE (I Peter 3:7a) 
A. What a husband should do 

• He should have regular contact with her.   (“live with” her) 
• He should show understanding toward her. (“with understanding”; “according to knowledge”) 

Ø Mental comprehension:  he should know her and understand her (why she does 
what she does, what she likes and dislikes, what she needs, what makes her 
happy and sad. . . .).  

Ø Emotional care:  he should show understanding (consideration, courtesy, 
sensitivity to her feelings, helping her in areas of weakness and limitation, 
putting her interests first) 

B. Why a husband should do it 
• Because of how she is different 

Ø God has designed men and women differently. 
Ø The differences are designed in order that they may complement one another.   
Ø The husband must understand these differences and limitations in his wife and 

seek to minister to her needs in these areas.   
• Because she is the weaker vessel—physically; not morally, intellectually, or spiritually 

 

II. HOW A HUSBAND SHOULD LOOK AT HIS WIFE (I Peter 3:7b) 
A. What a husband should do 

• He should grant her honor. 
• In honoring her, he views his wife as a person of great value.  

Ø He should make her feel that she is top priority to him. 
Ø He should spend much time with her, especially in listening to her. 
Ø He should protect her in the area of her limitations. 
Ø He should seek her counsel on decisions. 
Ø He should show appreciation for what she does for him and for the family. 

B. Why a husband should do it 
• Because of how she is the same 
• Because she is a fellow-heir of the grace of life (cp. Gal. 3:28; Rom. 8:17) 

 

III. WHY A HUSBAND SHOULD LISTEN TO THIS COUNSEL (I Peter 3:7c) 
A.  A husband’s prayer life is crucial to fulfilling his role as spiritual leader of his family. 
B. A husband’s prayer life is hindered by being insensitive and uncaring toward his wife 

(cp. Matt. 5:23-24; 6:12, 14-15; Mark 11:25-26). 
 

v Focus on your own responsibilities in marriage rather than blaming your wife. . . . commit yourself to change.  
v Confess to God and your wife ways in which you have been insensitive or uncaring, or have not shown honor.     
v Ask your wife for specific things you can do to show her more understanding and honor. . . . and do them.  


