
“THE PURIFYING EFFECT OF SUFFERING” 
I Peter 4:1-6 

MAIN IDEA:  A holy life will often result when we suffer opposition and persecution.                   11/18/18                
 F I R S T     P E T E R 

o Introduction (1:1-2) 
o Salvation (1:3-2:12) 
o Submission (2:13-3:12) 
o Suffering (3:13-5:11) 

Ø Responding to Our Persecutors (3:13-4:6) 

v With a Bold Witness (3:13-22) 
v With a Godly Lifestyle (4:1-6) 

 

I. THE ________ OF ___________ IN THE BELIEVER’S LIFE (4:1-3) 
A. The ____________ to a ______ life (4:1) 

• Have the same _________ toward and the same _______ in suffering as Jesus had. 
• The ________ for having the same purpose and mind concerning suffering is that we 

might be _________ from sin’s power. 
Ø Purity of life is often the _______ for our suffering persecution. 
Ø Purity of life is often the _______ of our suffering persecution.   

B. The ___________ to an ________ life (4:2-3) 
• The time ______________ (4:2) 

Ø A ________ marked by __________ 
Ø What we ________ be like 
Ø A _______ life—living for _________ values (cp. Psa. 90:12) 

v We should not live to _______ the _______ of men.   
v We should live to __________ the _______ of God. 

• The time ______________ (4:3) 
Ø A _______ marked by ____________ 
Ø What we ______ like 
Ø A _________ life 

v We lived to ___________ the ______ of the Gentiles. 
v We lived to _________ our _______. 

ü ____________ (cp. Mark 7:22; Rom. 1:24, 26-27; II Cor. 12:21; Gal. 
5:19; Eph. 4:19; Jude 4) 

ü _______ (cp. I Thess. 4:5; Tit. 3:3) 
ü ______ of ____ (cp. Prov.23:29-35; Isa.5:11; Eph.5:18; Gal.5:21) 
ü ____________ (cp. Rom. 13:13) 
ü _________   _______  
ü Abominable ___________ (cp. Rom. 1:20-23, 25; I Kings 21:26; II 

Chron. 15:8; Jer. 16:18) 
 

II. THE _________ OF THE _______ TO THE BELIEVER’S LIFE (4:4-5) 
A. Their __________ to the believer (4:4) 

• ___________  
• ___________ (cp. I Pet. 2:12; 3:16; Acts 13:45; 18:6; II Pet. 2:12; Jude 10) 

B. Their ______________ to God (4:5) 
• Giving account of all that we _____ (cp. Matt. 12:36) 
• Giving account of all that we ____ (cp. Eccl. 12:14) 
• Giving account of _________ (cp. Rom. 14:12) 

 

III. THE __________ OF THE ________ IN THE BELIEVER’S LIFE (4:6) 
A. _______ this gospel is 
B. To _______ this gospel was preached 
C. _______ this gospel was preached 
D. _______ this gospel was preached 

 

v Your relationships with the unsaved will sometimes involve __________ and _________. 
v Your remaining time on earth should be marked by ________. 
v Your relationship with God should be right because of your ____________ to Him.   
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v With a Bold Witness (3:13-22) 
v With a Godly Lifestyle (4:1-6) 

 

I. THE RESULT OF SUFFERING IN THE BELIEVER’S LIFE (4:1-3) 
A. The commitment to a holy life (4:1) 

• Have the same attitude toward and the same purpose in suffering as Jesus had. 
• The purpose for having the same purpose and mind concerning suffering is that we 

might be delivered from sin’s power. 
Ø Purity of life is often the reason for our suffering persecution. 
Ø Purity of life is often the result of our suffering persecution.   

B. The contrast to an unholy life (4:2-3) 
• The time remaining (4:2) 

Ø A future marked by holiness 
Ø What we should be like 
Ø A wise life—living for eternal values (cp. Psa. 90:12) 

v We should not live to satisfy the lusts of men.   
v We should live to accomplish the will of God. 

• The time remembered (4:3) 
Ø A past marked by sinfulness 
Ø What we were like 
Ø A wasted life 

v We lived to accomplish the will of the Gentiles. 
v We lived to satisfy our lusts. 

ü Sensuality (cp. Mark 7:22; Rom. 1:24, 26-27; II Cor. 12:21; Gal. 5:19; 
Eph. 4:19; Jude 4) 

ü Lusts (cp. I Thess. 4:5; Tit. 3:3) 
ü Excess of wine (cp. Prov.23:29-35; Isa.5:11; Eph.5:18; Gal.5:21) 
ü Carousals (cp. Rom. 13:13) 
ü Drinking parties 
ü Abominable idolatries (cp. Rom. 1:20-23, 25; I Kings 21:26; II Chron. 

15:8; Jer. 16:18) 
 

II. THE RESPONSE OF THE WORLD TO THE BELIEVER’S LIFE (4:4-5) 
A. Their response to the believer (4:4) 

• Surprise 
• Slander (cp. I Pet. 2:12; 3:16; Acts 13:45; 18:6; II Pet. 2:12; Jude 10) 

B. Their responsibility to God (4:5) 
• Giving account of all that we say (cp. Matt. 12:36) 
• Giving account of all that we do (cp. Eccl. 12:14) 
• Giving account of ourselves (cp. Rom. 14:12) 

 

III. THE RECEPTION OF THE GOSPEL IN THE BELIEVER’S LIFE (4:6) 
A. What this gospel is 
B. To whom this gospel was preached 
C. When this gospel was preached 
D. Why this gospel was preached 

 

v Your relationships with the unsaved will sometimes involve persecution and suffering. 
v Your remaining time on earth should be marked by holiness. 
v Your relationship with God should be right because of your accountability to Him.   


