
“SUFFERING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD” 
I Peter 4:15-19 

MAIN IDEA:  God should be glorified both in the reason for and in your response to suffering.                   
 F I R S T     P E T E R 

o Introduction (1:1-2) 

o Salvation (1:3-2:12) 

o Submission (2:13-3:12) 

o Suffering (3:13-5:11) 

Ø Responding to Our Persecutors (3:13-4:6) 
Ø Responding to God (4:7) 
Ø Responding to One Another (4:8-11) 
Ø Responding to Our Trials (4:12-19) 

v Expect trials (4:12). 
v Exult in the midst of your trials (4:13-14). 

            1/6/19 

I. _______ GOD IN THE MIDST OF YOUR ______ (I Peter 4:15-16). 
A. Suffering for the _______ reason does not ________ God (I Pet. 4:15). 

• The _______ reason for suffering 
Ø Don’t suffer as a _________. 
Ø Don’t suffer as a _______. 
Ø Don’t suffer as an _________. 
Ø Don’t suffer as a _________ (cp. I Thess. 4:11; II Thess. 3:11; I Tim. 5:13).   

• The _______ results of such suffering 
Ø It doesn’t ________ God (cp. I Pet. 4:16). 
Ø It brings _______ (cp. I Pet. 4:16). 
Ø You get what you ________ (cp. Luke 23:41; I Pet. 2:20). 

B. Suffering for the _______ reason does ________ God (I Pet. 4:16). 
• The _______ reason for suffering 

Ø Suffering because of _________ to God rather than _____ (cp. I Pet. 2:19-23; 3:13-18; Luke 
23:41) 

Ø Suffering because of ___________ with Christ (I Pet. 4:16; cp. 4:14)—suffering as a _________ 
v The _______ of this term (Acts 11:25-26) 
v The _______ associated with this term (Acts 26:23-28) 
v The _______ associated with this term (I Pet.4:15-16; Acts 5:41) 

• The _______ results of such suffering  
Ø It ________ God (I Pet. 4:16). 
Ø It ________ God (cp. I Pet. 2:19-20). 
Ø It produces no _______ (cp. Rom. 1:16; Phil. 1:20; II Tim. 1:12). 

v Your _____ is not the _______. 
v Your _____ is _____ suffering for (cp. Rom. 1:16).   

 

II. ________ YOUR SUFFERING FROM THE PROPER ____________ (4:17-18). 
A. Where __________ should _______ (I Pet. 4:17a; cp. Ezek. 9:6) 

• There should be a judgment by ______ (I Cor. 11:28, 31-32) (self-___________). 
• There is often a judgment by _______. 

Ø Their passing of judgment on our _________ (Rom. 14:3-4, 10) 
Ø Their ___________ of believers (I Pet. 4:17) 

• There is and will be a judgment by _____. 
Ø In the _______:  ___________ because of our sin (I Cor. 11:29-32, 34) 
Ø In the _______:  ___________ of our lives and service at the judgment seat of Christ (Rom. 

14:10-12; I Cor. 4:5; II Cor. 5:10) 
B. How _________ should be ________ (I Pet. 4:17b-18; cp. Prov. 11:31) 

• How it ______ be (not as _____ as it could be) 
• How it _____ be for the __________ (I Pet. 4:17b-18) 
• How it _____ be for the __________ (suffering not worthy to be compared with the resulting 

______--Rom. 8:17-18; II Cor. 4:17) 
 

III. _________ YOURSELF AND YOUR SITUATION TO _____ (I Peter 4:19). 
A. _____ God with your situation because He is ______ of your trust (“a ______ Creator”). 
B. Trusting God is not to be done in passive __________, but in active _____-_______ (cp. I Pet. 3:17; 4:15-

16). 
 

v Be sure that the _______ for your suffering is right. . . . not because of your sin, but because of doing what is right.   
v Be sure that your ____________ with Christ is obvious. . . . be willing to suffer for Him.   
v Be sure that your _________ on suffering is clear. . . . insignificant when contrasted with future judgment and glory. 
v Be sure that your _________ to suffering is godly. . . . entrust yourself and your situation to God.   
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I. EXALT GOD IN THE MIDST OF YOUR TRIALS (I Peter 4:15-16). 
A. Suffering for the wrong reason does not glorify God (I Pet. 4:15). 

• The wrong reason for suffering 
Ø Don’t suffer as a murderer. 
Ø Don’t suffer as a thief. 
Ø Don’t suffer as an evildoer. 
Ø Don’t suffer as a busybody (cp. I Thess. 4:11; II Thess. 3:11; I Tim. 5:13).   

• The negative results of such suffering 
Ø It doesn’t glorify God (cp. I Pet. 4:16). 
Ø It brings shame (cp. I Pet. 4:16). 
Ø You get what you deserve (cp. Luke 23:41; I Pet. 2:20). 

B. Suffering for the right reason does glorify God (I Pet. 4:16). 
• The right reason for suffering 

Ø Suffering because of obedience to God rather than sin (cp. I Pet. 2:19-23; 3:13-18; Luke 23:41) 
Ø Suffering because of identification with Christ (I Pet. 4:16; cp. 4:14)—suffering as a Christian 

v The source of this term (Acts 11:25-26) 
v The scorn associated with this term (Acts 26:23-28) 
v The suffering associated with this term (I Pet.4:15-16; Acts 5:41) 

• The positive results of such suffering  
Ø It glorifies God (I Pet. 4:16). 
Ø It pleases God (cp. I Pet. 2:19-20). 
Ø It produces no shame (cp. Rom. 1:16; Phil. 1:20; II Tim. 1:12). 

v Your sin is not the cause. 
v Your Lord is worth suffering for (cp. Rom. 1:16).   

 

II. ENDURE YOUR SUFFERING FROM THE PROPER PERSPECTIVE (4:17-18). 
A. Where judgment should begin (I Pet. 4:17a; cp. Ezek. 9:6) 

• There should be a judgment by self (I Cor. 11:28, 31-32) (self-examination). 
• There is often a judgment by others. 

Ø Their passing of judgment on our behavior (Rom. 14:3-4, 10) 
Ø Their persecution of believers (I Pet. 4:17) 

• There is and will be a judgment by God. 
Ø In the present:  chastisement because of our sin (I Cor. 11:29-32, 34) 
Ø In the future:  examination of our lives and service at the judgment seat of Christ (Rom. 14:10-

12; I Cor. 4:5; II Cor. 5:10) 
B. How suffering should be viewed (I Pet. 4:17b-18; cp. Prov. 11:31) 

• How it could be (not as bad as it could be) 
• How it will be for the unbeliever (I Pet. 4:17b-18) 
• How it will be for the believer (suffering not worthy to be compared with the resulting glory--

Rom. 8:17-18; II Cor. 4:17) 
 

III. ENTRUST YOURSELF AND YOUR SITUATION TO GOD (I Peter 4:19). 
A. Trust God with your situation because He is worthy of your trust (“a faithful Creator”). 
B. Trusting God is not to be done in passive resignation, but in active well-doing (cp. I Pet. 3:17; 4:15-16). 

 

v Be sure that the reason for your suffering is right. . . . not because of your sin, but because of doing what is right.   
v Be sure that your identification with Christ is obvious. . . . be willing to suffer for Him.   
v Be sure that your perspective on suffering is clear. . . . insignificant when contrasted with future judgment and glory. 
v Be sure that your response to suffering is godly. . . . entrust yourself and your situation to God.   
 
 


