
HOW TO LIVE BETWEEN HIS COMINGS: 
It’s All About Relationships - John 13-17 
 

“IMPORTANT LESSONS FROM THE MASTER TEACHER” 
John 13:6-11 

 

Relating to One Another:  Servanthood (John 13:1-17) 
• Jesus’ example of servanthood (13:1-5) 
• Jesus’ experience with Peter (13:6-11) 

 

MAIN IDEA: Jesus used the footwashing to communicate important lessons.   
 

I. THE _______ OF _____:  ________ to the Footwashing (John 13:6-9) 
A. How Peter ________:  a lesson in _______ 

v He was _______ (13:6-7; cp. Matt. 3:14).  “Are ___ washing ___ feet?” 
v He was _______ (13:8; cp. Matt.16:21-23).“You shall ____ wash my feet!” 
v He was _________ (13:9).  “Lord, not my ____ only, but also my _____ 

and my _____!” 
B. What Peter ________:  a man in __________ 

v He was _________—unstable, ________ quickly (Matt. 16:13-23; 
26:31-35, 69-75). 

v He was _________—often acted and spoke without _______ (Matt. 
14:26-32; Mark 9:5-6; John 18:10-11; 21:7). 

v He was _________—didn’t always know the _____ (Matt. 16:21-23; 
Mark 9:5-6; Matt. 26:35). 

v He was _________—always opening his _____, often without thinking 
(Matt. 14:28; 16:16; 17:4; 26:35; John 6:67-69; 13:6,8,9; 21:20-21). 

v He was _________—_______, never half-hearted, strong emotions 
(Matt. 16:16; 26:35, 70, 72, 74; John 13:6, 8, 9). 

v He was _________—_________ to Christ (Matt. 14:28-29; 16:16; 
John 6:68-69; John 13:9; 21:15-17).   

 

II. THE __________ OF ____:  _______ Beyond the Footwashing (John  
Who actually is clean? (13:10-11) – the _______ lesson    13:10-17) 

A. He moved from ________ cleansing to ________ cleansing (13:10a). 
v _________ cleansed of ___ your sin—when you ____ in Christ as Savior 

o The “_____” of regeneration (Tit. 3:5; I Cor. 6:11) 
o ________ forgiveness (Col. 2:13-14) 
o ______ repeated 

v _______ cleansed of your sin—when you _______ it to the Lord 
o The result of ________ (I John 1:9) 
o ________ forgiveness (I John 1:9) 
o _______ repeated 

B. He moved from the _____ believers to the one who was _____ (13:10b-11). 
 

• Your heart must be ________ toward God, willing to be taught and to apply what He teaches. 
• Your heart must be ______ from sin—completely cleansed at salvation, daily cleansed through confession. 
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Relating to One Another:  Servanthood (John 13:1-17) 
• Jesus’ example of servanthood (13:1-5) 
• Jesus’ experience with Peter (13:6-11) 

 

MAIN IDEA: Jesus used the footwashing to communicate important lessons.   
 

I. THE REACTION OF PETER:  Responding to the Footwashing (John 13:6-9) 
A. How Peter responded:  a lesson in extremes 

v He was amazed (13:6-7; cp. Matt. 3:14).  “Are you washing my feet?” 
v He was resistant (13:8; cp. Matt.16:21-23).“You shall never wash my feet!” 
v He was overzealous (13:9).  “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 

my head!” 
B. What Peter revealed:  a man in development 

v He was inconsistent—unstable, changing quickly (Matt. 16:13-23; 26:31-
35, 69-75). 

v He was impulsive—often acted and spoke without thinking (Matt. 14:26-
32; Mark 9:5-6; John 18:10-11; 21:7). 

v He was ignorant—didn’t always know the facts (Matt. 16:21-23; Mark 
9:5-6; Matt. 26:35). 

v He was expressive—always opening his mouth, often without thinking 
(Matt. 14:28; 16:16; 17:4; 26:35; John 6:67-69; 13:6,8,9; 21:20-21). 

v He was emphatic—zealous, never half-hearted, strong emotions (Matt. 
16:16; 26:35, 70, 72, 74; John 13:6, 8, 9). 

v He was devoted—committed to Christ (Matt. 14:28-29; 16:16; John 
6:68-69; John 13:9 21:15-17).   

 

II. THE INSTRUCTION OF JESUS:  Lessons Beyond the Footwashing (John  
Who actually is clean? (13:10-11) – the doctrinal lesson    13:10-17) 

A. He moved from physical cleansing to spiritual cleansing (13:10a). 
v Completely cleansed of all your sin—when you trust in Christ as Savior 

o The “bath” of regeneration (Tit. 3:5; I Cor. 6:11) 
o Judicial forgiveness (Col. 2:13-14) 
o Never repeated 

v Daily cleansed of your sin—when you confess it to the Lord 
o The result of confession (I John 1:9) 
o Parental forgiveness (I John 1:9) 
o Often repeated 

B. He moved from the true believers to the one who was false (13:10b-11). 
 

• Your heart must be teachable toward God, willing to be taught and to apply what He teaches. 
• Your heart must be cleansed from sin—completely cleansed at salvation, daily cleansed through confession. 



 
 


