
WHY LIFE IS HATED . . . HOW LIFE CAN BE ENJOYED 
Ecclesiastes 2:12-26 
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 OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES: 
 A.  The Prologue:  Vanity Declared (1:1-11) 
 B.  The Monologue:  Vanity Described (1:12-12:8) 

v   The Reality of the Vanity of Life (1:12-2:26) 
 

MAIN IDEA:  While life at times can be hated, God intends for His own to enjoy 
it.   
 

I.      THE VANITY OF LIFE CAN MAKE LIFE DISGUSTING (Eccl. 2:12-23). 
 

A.  Vanity as it relates to wisdom (2:12-17) 
•   Wisdom is better than foolishness (2:12-14a). 

Ø   Wisdom provides light . . . foolishness brings darkness. 
Ø   The wise has clear direction . . .  the fool has no direction. 

•   Wisdom is no better than foolishness (2:14b-17).   
Ø   Wisdom does not give an advantage over death (2:14b-16). 
Ø   Wisdom does not insure remembrance after death (2:16-17) 

B.  Vanity as it relates to work and wealth (2:18-23) 
Work is the effort expended; wealth is the result of the work.   

•   What labor can create 
Ø   Distress (2:17) 
Ø   Disgust (2:18) 
Ø   Despair (2:20) 

•   Why labor creates such emotions 
Ø   You cannot retain the possession of it (2:18; cp. Psa. 49:10-12; 

I Tim. 6:7). 
Ø   You cannot guarantee the protection of it (2:19-21). 
Ø   You cannot remove the pressure of it (2:22-23).   

 
II.    THE BLESSINGS OF GOD CAN MAKE LIFE DELIGHTFUL (Eccl. 2:24-26). 

 

A.  No man has the power within him to find enjoyment and purpose from 
what he does (2:24). 

B.  There can be no true lasting enjoyment apart from God (2:25). 
C.  God not only gives His own the blessings to enjoy, but also the resources 

by which to enjoy these blessings (2:26).   
•   Wisdom 
•   Knowledge 
•   Joy 
•   Gifts from sinners 

 

v  Looking at the harsh realities of life can bring displeasure and disappointment. 
v  While knowing God does not answer all life’s questions, it brings enjoyment. 
v  As we seek God and please Him, He enables us to enjoy even the routine pleasures. 


