
THE PROPER RESPONSE TO 
THE GOD WHO IS IN CONTROL

Ecclesiastes 3:12-15
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OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES:
A.  The Prologue:  Vanity Declared (1:1-11)
B.  The Monologue:  Vanity Described (1:12-12:8)

! The Reality of the Vanity of Life (1:12-2:26)
The Recognition of the Sovereignty of God (3:1-22)

      

MAIN IDEA:  There is a proper response which you must make in light of the 
sovereignty of God.    

I.      RECOGNIZE WHAT GOD HAS MADE (Eccl. 3:11).
A.  A look at His plan:  He has made everything appropriate in its time.
B.  A look at man:  He has put eternity in his heart.

• God gave man life (8:15; 9:9).
• God gave man a spirit (3:21; 12:7).
• God gave man uprightness (7:29).
• God gave man eternity (3:11)—an intense curiosity to comprehend 

God’s plan.

II.      REJOICE IN WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN (Eccl. 3:12-13).
A.  He enables us to enjoy life (3:12).
B.  He enables us to enjoy food and drink (3:13a).
C.  He enables us to enjoy work (3:13b).

III.     REALIZE WHAT GOD HAS DONE (Eccl. 3:14-15).
A.  What God has done cannot be removed (3:14a):  it is forever.
B.  What God has done cannot be revised (3:14b).

• You can’t add to it.
• You can’t take away from it.  

C.  What God has done will be repeated (3:15; cp. 1:9-10).
• What is has already been.
• What will be has already been.
• What has been He will bring back.

IV.     RESPECT WHO GOD IS (Eccl. 3:14b).
A.  Fearing God provides the reason for what God does (3:14b).
B.  Fearing God is the chief responsibility of man (5:7; 12:13).
C.  Fearing God brings great reward (7:18; 8:12-13).  

! No matter what happens in your life, recognize the beauty of God’s plan. 
! Even though you may be undergoing trials, rejoice in the wonderful gifts of God.  
! Even though may try to attack God’s plan, realize that His plan is unchangeable.
! In every activity of life, respect God for who He is, fearing Him and obeying Him.  


